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	OVERVIEW : History of Cold War and its Effect on World

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will know/understand the main reasons behind the tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union.  Students will be able to analyze the causes and effects of this conflict focusing on American culture, the idea of communism, and nuclear proliferation.  

   Students will study the current events particularly focusing on the control of nuclear arms world wide and its major events starting with the first drop of the atomic bomb.

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document

.  They will understand that these tensions sometimes come from strong events in history.  Doing so they will be able to understand people different from them.
    

	Essential questions:

Was the dropping of the atomic bomb justified?

What were the major ramifications of the cold war?

How has communism shaped the 21st century, how does it shape the world now?

How has the world and our lives been shaped by the Cold war?


	Expected language:

Cold war, communism, atomic bomb, nuclear proliferation, IAEA, Nagasaki, Hiroshima, Stalin, Red Scare, McCarthyism, Ethel and Julius Rosenburg, cuban missle crisis, weapons of mass destruction

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	 Debate notes, research project, current event articles and their opinion essays


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Students will spend the entire quarter working toward answering the question: Should the U.S. have dropped the atomic bomb?  Students will first receive a brief overview of world war II and the cold war.  Students will compile research in small groups on one aspect of the cold war/ current nuclear proliferation to present to the class throughout the quarter.  The final two weeks of the quarter students will participate in a debate answering the unit question and then turn in a typed essay with their opinions written.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Various handouts, political cartoons, overheads, news articles, documentaries


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ____100%_______

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

This unit was very successful and I was continually impressed as a teacher with student achievement.  The student presentations surpassed all of my expectations.  Scheduling did become a conflict which was dealt with during the quarter as seniors are very busy and there are lots of different school activities to contend with.  In the future I should research the school dates better for events, and leave more time at the end of the quarter for make up presentations.  I also should have been collecting their powerpoint presentations throughout the quarter to post on the wiki so that students could use them as a resource to write their essays.  I would also like to require a rough draft of the final essay if time permits in the future.

