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	OVERVIEW:  Students will explore these events and examine and come to a greater understanding of Asian and Middle Eastern political realities and policies, as well as the world around them today. These understanding will allow the students to further understand their place in the world, and the state of world affairs today, helping them to become better critical thinkers and responsible citizens. A large focus will be placed on revolutions involving the Arab Spring.  Students will understand the history of the “revolution” and how one takes place throughout history focusing on recent revolutions in the Arab Spring.



	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Understands the definition of "fundamentalism," and the political objectives of militant religious movements in various countries of the world, as well as the social and economic factors that contribute to the growth of these movements 

Understands the role of political ideology, religion, and ethnicity in shaping modern governments 

Understands the causes of the Arab-Israeli conflict and how it affects the geopolitical decisions of the United States

Understands influences on the emergence of movements for national self-rule or sovereignty in the Middle East 

Understands the current War on Terrorism and how it has evolved since 9/11 

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document

They will understand that these tensions sometimes come from strong events in history.  Doing so they will be able to understand people different from them.
    

	Essential questions:

What are the causes of the Arab-Israeli conflict and how does it affect the rest of the world.

What is a revolution?  Where do revolutions begin?  What are the indirect and direct influences on revolutions throughout history.  What caused the revolutions in the Arab Spring?  How do Arab Spring revolutions affect international relations throughout the world?
	Expected language:

Suicide bomber, mujahadeen,  fundamentalism, Arab Spring, revolution, social media, Shia, Sunni, Muslim Brotherhood,  diplomacy, foreign aid, thug.



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Homework, summaries, opinion essays, projects, debates, journals.



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Not only memorization. Being able to research recent events while putting them into context with past revolutions comparing and contrasting.  Activities will involve critical thinking, along with analyzing social media and scholarly articles.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Various handouts, political cartoons, articles, documentaries, filmed debates, various internet sites.


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed 100%

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

Revolutions unit went very well overall, and the students highly enjoyed the debates.  I felt students were fully prepared for the debates and were intrigued by the topics discussed.  I would not change this unit at all.  

