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	OVERVIEW : We will investigate the major social issues facing the world today.  Students will use independent research and discussion to teach the class about the major social issues that affect our world.  



	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Students will understand the effects of the decline of colonialism

Students will understand the causes and circumstances that brought about the liberation of Eastern Europe

Students will understand the various conflicts that emerged 

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards) 
Students will investigate how historical problems permeate history and flood into modern day problems.  Students will be able to understand the relationship between macro and micro social issues throughout the globe.  

 LEARNING TO LEARN SKILLS

Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, to develop new skills, and to expand understanding. 

EXPANDING AND INTEGRATING KNOWLEDGE

Students demonstrate knowledge in technology and apply it to completing tasks and expanding knowledge. 

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students integrate the use of a variety of communication forms and use a wide range of communication skills. 

THINKING AND REASONING SKILLS

Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, to classify and organize information, to support inferences, and to justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience. 

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Students demonstrate an understanding of and responsibility for global and environmental issues and act appropriately. 




	Essential questions:

What are the largest problems in this world, and how do we fix them.  How are social and governmental problems in Armenia related to worldwide problems?  Can one person solve a worldwide issue?  How do I become a leader for positive change on a macro and micro level?


	Expected language:

Social Justice, Social responsibility, famine, global warming, homelessness, IMF, World Bank, Unicef, narcotics, poverty, religious tolerance, national debt, suffrage, discrimination, modern slavery, 




	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Assessment for this quarter will be done in 4 parts.  The first part will be a prezi that the student will create to share with the class.  This prezi will cover one particular topic of social injustice in the world.  The second assessment will be a weekly blog that each student will keep to record their research on their topic and answer weekly questions posted on the wiki.  The third assessment will be a speech the student will give describing their quarter project and trying to convince the audience how to fix the problem described.  This speech will be recorded and posted on the the student's blog.  The fourth assessment will be a final essay due at the end of the quarter that will summarize the entire quarters contents.  This will be a creative research essay encompassing several different student presentations throughout the quarter. 

Contemporary World Affairs – Project– “Be the change you wish to see in the world”

One of the main directives of our school is to create a learning community that is socially responsible. This quarter we will work as a community to grow in our knowledge of social needs throughout our world.  The first week of this quarter you need to spend time researching and finding a topic that will be interested in investigating for the quarter.  You may choose to have your topic coincide with your senior project, or pick a completely different topic to research.  You will be looking at this problem from a macro perspective and focus on this social problem in Colombia, Latin America, or the World. (Examples may include: gangs, homelessness, disease, starvation, racism, sexism, civil rights, gay rights, abortion, illegal drug use, human trafficking)  

Your grade this quarter will be divided into four different parts:

Blog: Graded Weekly

You will be creating a blog on edublog.org to catalog your research on your topic.  This blog will be used very similarly to your journal from last quarter.  The questions to be answered on the blog will be posted on my wiki each week for you to answer.  The blogs will be checked bi-monthly, if your blog is up to date you will receive full credit for your work, if it not up to date, then you will receive a 0 for the assignment.  If you have any questions about using the blog, please ask during for help during school hours or email me.  Please do not look at the blog as a burden, have fun with it and make it your own.  The more you use it, the more fun and easier it will become.  When your blog is graded, I will be looking for 3 things: Well thought out blog posts, answers to questions that have research to back them up (links included), basic correct grammar.  

Prezi: Grade date will be scheduled and posted on wiki

This assignment will be very similar to your presentation from last quarter, although I will be requiring less from this presentation. (I expect you to spend that time on your blog) You will create a Prezi @ prezi.com and present this prezi to the class on a specified date that we will decide upon in class.  This prezi needs to include:  

A.
A basic overview of your problem

B.
Different solutions in the past or present that have been applied to fix the problem

C.
A description of how this problem affects or can affect us

D.
A narrative of how this problem affects at least one individual

This rubric will be used to grade your prezi and its presentation:
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10

0

Clarity and neatness

Prezi is clearly written and gives the audience a clear sense of the main idea.

Some elements are hard to read and some information may not seem to fit.

Prezi is difficult to read and information is incomplete, out of date, or incorrect.

Spelling and grammar

0 grammatical mistakes

1-3 grammatical mistakes

More than 3 mistakes

Graphics

Graphics correspond well with the presentation and are cohesive with the presentation

Some graphics do not fit well and are in poor order

No graphics were used or graphics were poorly placed, hard to see or do not match with written content

Research and content

Content is written clearly and has a logical order.  All facts and illustrations are clearly sited and come from primary sources
Order of content makes sense but does not flow very neatly.  Some information is not cited or not from primary sources.

Several points of information is not cited, or many sources are not primary sources.

Layout and Presentation

The layout is visually pleasing and contributes to the overall message with appropriate use of headings, subheadings and white space. Presentation is done in professional manor and no verbal mistakes.

The layout shows some structure, but appears cluttered and busy or distracting with large gaps of white space or uses a distracting background. Presentation has several verbal mistakes

The layout is cluttered, confusing, and does not use spacing, headings and subheadings to enhance the readability. Presentation has several mistakes and is unprofessional and visually unprepared.

Speech: Due by January 9th

This quarter you will be spending time creating a speech in your English class.  The subject of this speech will correspond with the social problem you pick for this class.  Your speech will give a basic overview of the problem, and then your solution to the problem.  You will be trying to demonstrate to the audience the importance of the problem, and why your solution is the best one for the problem.  This speech needs to be recorded and then posted on your blog by the due date.

Creative Research Essay: Due by January 20th

This essay is very similar to the one you had to write last quarter in that it will demonstrate your thought development over the course of the semester.  If you actively use your blog, prezi, and put great thought into your speech this essay should be simple.  The same grading rubric that was used last quarter for your essay will be used again- MLA.  You will write your essay responding the following prompt:

“One billion pesos will be awarded to help solve the three most important social problems in the world.  In order to receive the money you must describe with sources the three most important social problems facing the world today and with each problem outline how you would spend a total of one billion pesos to help solve that problem.  If you feel money will not affect that problem then explain why and then describe how the problem can be solved.”



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	The learning activities in this quarter are very student driven and the majority of them will produced by the students.  These activities include: learning how to design and edit a blog, conducting research without a computer, creating a speech, creating and presenting a prezi, 



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Prezi.com, blogs, youtube, computer lab, library, EBSCO, various powerpoint presentations, various documentaries outlining social issues.


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed _________

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

