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	OVERVIEW: Students will begin to understand how living things are structured and organized from the smallest unit to the whole organism. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will know/understand ...    Students will be able to…

· Students will know the current cell theory. 

· Students will know all living things are made of cells, the fundamental units of life, all cells come from other cells.)

· Knows that cells convert food into energy to sustain life.

· Students will be able to accurately identify the levels of organization: cells, tissues, organs, organ systems, organisms, ecosystems.

· Understands the variety of responses in plants and animals to different stimuli, and how it happens as a product of evolution.

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines 
   

	Essential questions:

How do we classify organisms into groups?

How do cells work?  

Where do cells come from?

How do cells convert food to energy?  
	Expected language:
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	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Vocabulary Quizzes-

Learning Logs-(formative assessment)  Not graded but reviewed frequently by teacher to provide regular feedback to students and address misconceptions and assess student understanding.  
Lab Notebooks-(formative assessment) Graded with rubric, students will self assess using teacher created rubric to clarify understanding on how they are scored.
Chapter and Unit Tests- (summative assessment on content knowledge) questions will be formatted in the following ways:

· Multiple Choice

· Modified True/False

· Vocabulary

· Short answer requiring synthesis of concepts

Student I-Search Project- (formative and summative assessment) Student generated topics of research, student generated rubric. Students graded on project at end of assignment.
Science Fair Notebook: Students will be assessed on their science fair project based on the evidence provided in their notebook.  Students will be given key checkpoints as they are given 7 weeks to select a topic and perform an experiment.  Evidence of learning will be contained in the notebook.

I-Search Prezi:  Students will be assessed on their presentation skills to the classroom as they present and communicate their results from their self-selected research project to peers and teachers.  The presentation will be in the form of a Prezi.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Slice of Science- Daily practice with writing a complete hypothesis and recognizing scientific reasoning.  Additionally students will get daily practice answering questions thoroughly and in complete sentences.

Vocabulary Instruction: Writing vocabulary, drawing pictures, playing games

Science Labs and Demonstrations-Students will keep a lab notebook throughout the term that will demonstrate the body of work completed as the student has progressed.

Anticipation guides- to activate prior knowledge and address misconceptions before reading about a new topic.
Vocabulary games-

Reading Non-Fiction Articles- Reading comprehension strategies will be included as part of instruction.

Authentic Writing Tasks topics of writing may include:

1. Summarizing non-fiction articles

2. Writing procedures for labs and science fair project

3. Writing conclusions for labs or demonstrations

Letters to community members about scientific topics in the local area.
Web Quests Students will work in computer lab researching a topic they are learning about.

I-Search Project Student generated topics 

Study strategies: Students will explicitly be taught different study strategies andv skills such as flash cards or Cornell notes.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
