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	OVERVIEW : Students will practice and refine writing and reading techiques, specifically note-taking, summarizing, persuasive writing and organizational skills.  They will read a variety of texts and be able to determine the pros and cons.  They will be able to choose a side and defend their opinions effectively.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Reading
2.3 Analyze text that uses the cause-and-effect organizational pattern.

2.4 Identify and trace the development of an author's argument, point of view, or perspective in text.

2.6 Assess the adequacy, accuracy, and appropriateness of the author's evidence to support claims and assertions, noting instances of bias and stereotyping.

Writing
1.3 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.
1.4 Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation,

and research.

2.4 Write persuasive compositions:

a. State a clear position or perspective in support of a proposition or proposal.

b. Describe the points in support of the proposition, employing well-articulated evidence.

c. Anticipate and address reader concerns and counterarguments.

2.5 Write summaries of reading materials:

a. Include the main ideas and most significant details.

b. Use the student's own words, except for quotations.

c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just the superficial details.
Language Conventions

1.2 Identify and use infinitives and participles and make clear references between pronouns and antecedents.

1.6 Use correct capitalization.
Listening and Speaking

1.1 Ask probing questions to elicit information, including evidence to support the speaker's claims and conclusions.

1.2 Determine the speaker's attitude toward the subject.

1.3 Respond to persuasive messages with questions, challenges, or affirmations.

1.4 Organize information to achieve particular purposes and to appeal to the background and interests of the audience.

1.5 Arrange supporting details, reasons, descriptions, and examples effectively and persuasively in relation to the audience.

1.6 Use speaking techniques, including voice modulation, inflection, tempo, enunciation, and eye contact, for effective presentations.
2.2 Deliver oral summaries of articles and books: 

a. Include the main ideas of the event or article and the most significant details. 

b. Use the student's own words, except for material quoted from sources. 

c. Convey a comprehensive understanding of sources, not just superficial details.
2.4 Deliver persuasive presentations: 

a. State a clear position or perspective in support of an argument or proposal. 

b. Describe the points in support of the argument and employ well-articulated evidence.
School- Wide Goals

Learning- to- learn skills

1. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.

Communication Skills
1. Students integrate the use of a variety of communication forms and use a wide range of communication skills.
Thinking and reasoning skills

1. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.
Social and emotional development 

1. Students work with others in a variety of situations to set and achieve goals and establish productive relationships based on respect, tolerance and solidarity.

2. Students manage and evaluate their behavior as group members.

3. Students manage disagreement and conflict in a peaceful and constructive manner and act in favor of well-being.

4. Students identify leadership opportunities and use them as an effective means of improvement for self and group.



	Essential questions:

1. Why do people try to convince people of their ideas and how do they do it?

2. Why is it important to be able to persuade people?

3. What skills do you need in order to be able to effectively persuade people?
	Expected language:

1. High Frequency Academic Words: e.g. compare, analyze, identify, determine, summarize.

2. Specialized Words: persuade, pros and cons
3. Language patterns: compare and contrast; explain.



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Each activity has an assessment component.  There are assessments for reading, writing, oral/writing, and grammar.



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Activity 1: A Veto on Video Games

The class will make a tally on who likes and dislikes video games.  It will be posted in the room until the end of the activity. They will discuss why they like or dislike them.


Read “A Veto on Video Games” on p. 599 in the textbook.  Each student should create a think sheet as we read (see p.529 for more information on think sheets.)

Have the students create a Pros and Cons list based on the article.  Then have them decide which side of the issue they are on and be able to write a list of bullet points that support why they believe that they are right.  (They can change their minds from the original tally.)  Then create a new tally and post it next to the old one.  Discuss why it has changed or not.

Students will be divided into 4 groups (2 pro groups and 2 con groups).  Each group must attempt to create an argument about why they are right.  Students will also learn to tell why the opposite side is wrong.  Students will hold a mock debate in front of the rest of the class as an audience.  The audience will vote on which team they think won the debate.

This website has great resources for holding classroom debates (instructions, roles, rules and rubrics)  One rubric is attached in this unit folder.  Suggested instructions from this website are also included; however, since this is the first debate students have done, it would best to keep this process as simple as possible. 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson304b.shtml
Activity 2: Overcoming Prejudice

As a class, define prejudice.  Ask students if they have ever experienced it before.  They can share stories if they want.

Read “A Mason Dixon Memory” on p. 357 in the textbook.  
Have students research other stories of prejudice that they can find in the news from a list of websites for English newspapers.  They must summarize the article and present it to the class, explaining the prejudice in the article.  (They should look for articles about race, disability, gender etc.)

Watch the movie “Rudy”.  Have students work on questions as they watch to help them focus on the prejudice in the film.  
RUDY QUESTIONS

1. Did Rudy have a strategy for achieving his goal of becoming a Notre Dame football player? What specific steps did he take to get from working in the factory to ultimately running out onto the field for the Georgia Tech game?
2. How was the strategy of setting smaller goals to achieve larger ones demonstrated in this movie?
3. What key life events and individuals played a part in Rudy's determination, goal setting, and goal achievement and how did these key events and individuals influence him?
4. How did Rudy's persistence affect those around him, including his family, his high school girlfriend Sherry, his college friend D-Bob, and his Notre Dame teammates?
5. Do you believe a teacher should award a separate grade for effort as well as a grade for academic success? Why or why not?
6. List some examples of prejudice that Rudy faced.  
7. How did he respond to the prejudice and what was the outcome?

Have students write their own short play about prejudice to present to the class.  They will be graded using the writing rubric and the oral presentation rubric (attached).

As a class, brainstorm a list of important causes that students could fight for.  Have them choose one of the topics and write a persuasive essay about it.  They should write down their reasons and any credible background information.  (It may be worthwhile to spend some time in the computer lab so that they can do some research).

ALTERNATE ACTIVITY

Students could present their information in a power point presentation instead of an essay. 
Activity 3: Physical Beauty

Read “Mirror, Mirror on the Wall, Do I See Myself As Others Do?” on p. 257 in the textbook.  Check for understanding and have students point out various anecdotes, statistics, details, quotes from experts and cause and effect in the article and how they support the argument of the article.

Students determine what a debate topic could be based on this article and make a pro/con chart.

As a class, discuss the various topics students have suggested and hold another debate.
Activity 4: Letter to the Editor

Show students some examples of letters to the editor in online papers.

Show and discuss the Persuasion power point presentation, completing the related activities to ensure students’ understanding.
Read "Letter to the Editor" on p. 467 in the textbook.
Have students write an article for the newspaper op-ed section stating why it is important to offer opportunities to a particular issue and support their opinion with factual information.  (See attached rubric for persuasive essays).

Activity 5: Summarizing and Taking Notes
Read “Buddies Bare Their Affection for Ill Classmate” on p. 368 of the textbook.
Do the creating a summary activity on pg. 369. Review the idea of putting it into a nutshell from 367. You could use a soda bottle cap and have the students have to write small enough about a topic to fit the paper inside (maybe summarize their summer vacation, what you can learn in English, how to do something).  They could always start with a summary on a larger piece of paper, and then fold it smaller and smaller, each time writing a more concise summary.
Read “The Musician” on p. 48 in the Interactive Reader out loud to the students.  Have them write down the important events and information.  Students can then work in pairs to use their notes to create an accurate summary of the story.  


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Textbooks, Interactive Readers, Rudy, examples of letters to the editor, example newspaper story about prejudice, persuasion power point presentation


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed: 95%
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
A few parts of this unit were omitted, though the skills were still included.  For example, I did not do the activity with “The Musician” because on the day that it was planned students were less focused and having trouble listening.  Instead they had to summarize what they did the weekend before.  This was more effective for student behavior that day.  We also did not do the assessment with the letter to the editor.  Instead more time was spent on the persuasive essay and they had to include elements from the power point that were originally to be included with the letter.  I did this so that we could spend more time on the writing process in class.  Students were able do better on the essays, as their organization and ideas are much stronger than they have been in the past.

The activities that deal with prejudice were particularly well-received by students this year.  We had some great class discussions about racism, prejudice and what we can do as individuals.  I also added another small activity to help students understand prejudice better.  I gave each student a red, blue or green piece of paper at random.  Once everyone had a paper I told them that anyone with a green paper was fine; they had no consequences.  Anyone with a red paper had detention on the upcoming Friday and anyone with a blue paper was going to get 10 extra percent on their 3rd quarter grade.  Some students were furious, others were very excited.  This led to a great discussion about racism and students were better able to make connections to “Mason-Dixon Memory”.

Next year, it would be good to have more debates.  We were only able to have 2 this year and it is an activity that students really enjoy.  It is also great listening and speaking practice for them.
