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Subject (s):
English


Grade: 7 


Term: 2 
Name / Theme or Unit: Tuck Everlasting Novel Study
Time Frame: 8 weeks
Submitted by: Pamela Goslin
	OVERVIEW: Tuck Everlasting is about a young girl, Winnie Foster, who struggles with finding her purpose in life, especially after she meets the Tuck family, who will live forever.  Winnie must decide if she wants to live forever with them.  The story also deals with the concept of greed as the antagonist in the story, the man in the yellow suit, is determined to share the Tuck’s secret fountain of youth with the world in order to make his own fortune. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Unit Objectives

The student will be able to:

· Understand and interpret characters’ motivations/decisions 

· Make connections between the themes/events in the novel to the real world

· Understand how the plot advances

· Communicate his/her ideas and opinions about a topic with support from the novel

Content Standards and Benchmarks:

Reading
1.1.2 Clarify word meanings through the use of definition, example, restatement, or contrast.

1.3.2 Identify events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action(s) or foreshadows future action(s). 

1.3.4 Identify and analyze recurring themes across works (e.g., the value of bravery, loyalty, and friendship; the effects of loneliness).
Writing 
2.1.2 Support all statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples.
2.1.3 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts. 

2.1.4 Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research.
2.1.5 Give credit for both quoted and paraphrased information in a bibliography by using a consistent and sanctioned format and methodology for citations.
2.1.7 Revise writing to improve organization and word choice after checking the logic of the ideas and the precision of the vocabulary

2.2.2 Write responses to literature: 
     a. Develop interpretations exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight

     b. Organize interpretations around several clear ideas, premises, or images from the literary work.
     c. Justify interpretations through sustained use of examples and textual evidence.
2.2.3 Write research reports:
     a. Pose relevant and tightly drawn questions about the topic.
     b. Convey clear and accurate perspectives on the subject.
     c. Include evidence compiled through the formal research process (e.g. a computer catalog, magazines, newspapers, dictionaries).
     d. Document reference sources by means of a bibliography.
2.2.4 Write persuasive compositions that support one side of an argument and use specific examples.
2.2.5 Write summaries of reading materials:
     a. Include the main ideas and most significant details.
     b. Use the student's own words, except for quotations.
     c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just the superficial details.
Language Conventions

3.1 Understand modifiers. 

3.2 Identify and use pronouns, prepositions, subjects and verbs correctly.
3.3 Understand the difference between make and do.
3.4 Understand the difference between singular and plural.
3.5 Use periods, commas and quotation marks appropriately. 

3.6 Use correct capitalization. 

3.7 Use correct spelling conventions.
Listening and Speaking

4.1.5 Arrange supporting details, reasons, descriptions, and examples effectively and persuasively in relation to the audience.
4.1.6 Use speaking techniques, including voice modulation, inflection, tempo, enunciation, and eye contact, for effective presentations. 

4.1.7 Provide constructive feedback to speakers concerning the coherence and logic of a speech's content and delivery and its overall impact upon the listener.

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines 
Learning- to- learn skills

1. Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.

2. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.

Expanding and integrating knowledge

1. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.

2. Students demonstrate knowledge in technology and apply it for completing tasks and expanding knowledge.

3. Demonstrate disciplinary knowledge and skills in the areas of mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts.

Communication skills

1. Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.
Thinking and reasoning skills

1. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.
Social and emotional development 

1. Students manage and evaluate their behavior as group members.

2. Students manage disagreement and conflict in a peaceful and constructive manner and act in favor of well-being.

3. Identify leadership opportunities and use them as an effective means of improvement for self and group.
Personal and social responsibility

1. Students demonstrate an understanding of and responsibility for global and environmental issues and act appropriately.
   

	Essential questions:
1. Would it be useful or fun to live forever? 
2. What themes/lessons can be applied to your life from this novel?
3. How can we critique and share our thoughts about selected readings? 

4. What do we need to consider when making hard decisions?  Is there a right and wrong answer?
	Expected language:

1. High Frequency Academic Words: e.g. analyze, identify, and determine, definition, restatement, example, contrast.

2. Specialized Words: e.g. plot, foreshadowing, introduction, rising action, climax, conflict, character, theme, motivation.

3. Language patterns: explain.

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Each activity has an assessment component.  There are assessments for reading, writing, oral/writing, and grammar.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Lesson 1: Predictions
Ask students to predict what the novel may be about based on the title, and then the synopsis on the back cover.  If they had the chance to live forever would they take it?

Read the Prologue: Does it hook the reader?  How?  What writing techniques were used?  Do you think the author wrote it before or after completing the rest of the book?  What questions come to mind?

Students complete Anticipation Guide.

Lesson 2: Reading

Students/Teacher will take turns reading Tuck Everlasting.  While reading they will complete active reading activities (draw what they hear, write down key words, summarize briefly etc.)  These will be collected every few chapters.

Students will also work together to create a vocabulary list for the novel and will use a graphic organizer to determine word meanings.  They will also keep track of the similes and metaphors that they find while reading.
There will be vocabulary quizzes periodically and a reading comprehension test every 10 chapters.

Lesson 3: Setting

As a class determine all of the details of the setting.  

In groups of 4 students must draw a picture including all of the setting elements.

Then they must write 10 sentences explaining different elements of their picture. (ex. How did they show atmosphere?)
Lesson 4: Water

Continue reading the novel.  At the end of the first 3 chapters present the powerpoint on water and discuss.  Look at some of the examples from the powerpoint in more detail and predict what the importance of water is in this story.
Lesson 5: Webquest (The Idea of Living Forever vs. The Earth and its Population)

This webquest will take about 7 days to complete.  It must be preceded by how to write a newspaper article.
http://sps.k12.mo.us/sms/awicklund/WebQuest/tuck/webquest/home_aw.html
Lesson 6: Roundtable Discussion
To help students work together in groups they will periodically have round table discussions.  Only one person can talk at a time.  Each person will write down their ideas as the paper rotates around the table.  Before each round table discussion there should be a class discussion to review the related events in the novel to provide the students with some focus.
Round Table discussion topics:

· How are people different? What advice can you give to someone about meeting new people?
· Advantages to living forever

· Disadvantages to living forever

· Possible uses for the spring water

· Common disagreements between adults and children

The discussion results will be presented to the class or debated in a class discussion.
Lesson 7: Letter Writing

Show the students some example letters and have them identify all of the aspects of the letter structure.  Write a model as a class.

Assessment: In their groups, students will write a letter from Jesse (after chapter 14) to Winnie listing all the reasons why she should drink from the spring, or write a letter from Winnie to Jesse with her decision and the reasons for her choice.

Have the students read the letters to the class and determine what the most popular reasons and responses are.

Lesson 8: Hard Decisions and Debating
Talk about what is necessary to make a hard decision.  What influences you?  Is there always a right and wrong solution?
Read Robert Frost’s poem, “The Road Not Taken” and discuss.  Then in groups read the following situation (1) and discuss.  Write down your answers and debate as a class.
Then in a journal respond to situation 2.

1. Your mother has worked very hard after work every night for a month making a Halloween costume for you.  You don’t like it and suspect you will be teased if you wear it.  What would you do?

2. Your best friend will fail English if he/she misses one more assignment.  You know the assignment is done because you saw it completed.  Your friend has forgotten the assignment at home, and there is nobody to bring it to school.  Your friend has asked to copy your homework.  What would you do?

ALTERNATIVE: Use a simplified debate structure.  Divide students into 6 groups.  After determining, as a class, how each character feels about living forever assign one character to each group.  In their groups the students must do the following for their character:
1. Provide as many reasons as possible about why you are right in your opinion about living forever.

2. Provide as many reasons as possible about why others are wrong in their opinions.

The group that is Winnie must answer the following:

1. Why is this such a difficult decision for you to decide to drink the water or not?

2. What sorts of things are you thinking about/taking into consideration to help you decide?

Winnie’s group will present first.  Then the other groups will present their ideas and Winnie’s group will judge their arguments on a scale of 1 to 5 to try to determine what Winnie will decide.
Extension Activity: Research Paper
Objective: Students will write a paper that examines the importance of another environmental/ scientific issue.  
Introduction: Show students some videos/ articles about some controversial related issues related to the topic and explain that they have to do research about one of the topics to determine a solution to the “hard decision”.

Activity: Students will select a topic from the handout (attached) and will develop a question about their topic, research it, write a research paper (with a proper bibliography) and will present it to the class.  The presentation also needs to include a visual aid.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	· Tuck Everlasting Novels
· Video of Tuck Everlasting

· Powerpoint on water and the patent-medical show to help with understanding


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed: 50%
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
We are currently only halfway through the novel, but we are going to continue it into the third quarter.  Reading the novel was challenging for the students at the beginning, but it is getting easier.  The novel has been great for talking about characters, setting, and various themes.  It has led to good discussions in class and to very interesting research projects that involve making a difficult decision.  The debates went really well in class and all of the students were passionate and interested.  Next time I would show the parts of the movie before we read the corresponding section of the novel instead of after to help with understanding.
	[image: image2.jpg]



	GI SCHOOL
	SGC-GI- F77

	
	UNIT PLAN
2011-2012
	v. 03

	
	
	August 2010


Subject (s):
English


Grade: 7 


Term: 2 
Name / Theme or Unit: Tuck Everlasting Novel Study
Time Frame: 9 weeks
Submitted by: Cory Cottingim
	OVERVIEW: Tuck Everlasting is about a young girl, Winnie Foster, who struggles with finding her purpose in life, especially after she meets the Tuck family, who will live forever.  Winnie must decide if she wants to live forever with them.  The story also deals with the concept of greed as the antagonist in the story, the man in the yellow suit, is determined to share the Tuck’s secret fountain of youth with the world in order to make his own fortune. 
	

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS
	

	Unit Objectives
The student will be able to:

· Understand and interpret characters’ motivations/decisions 

· Make connections between the themes/events in the novel to the real world

· Understand how the plot advances

· Communicate his/her ideas and opinions about a topic with support from the novel

Content Standards and Benchmarks:

Reading

1.1.2 Clarify word meanings through the use of definition, example, restatement, or contrast.

1.3.2 Identify events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action(s) or foreshadows future action(s). 

1.3.4 Identify and analyze recurring themes across works (e.g., the value of bravery, loyalty, and friendship; the effects of loneliness).
Writing 
2.1.2 Support all statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples.
2.1.3 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts. 

2.1.4 Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research.
2.1.5 Give credit for both quoted and paraphrased information in a bibliography by using a consistent and sanctioned format and methodology for citations.
2.1.7 Revise writing to improve organization and word choice after checking the logic of the ideas and the precision of the vocabulary

2.2.2 Write responses to literature: 
     a. Develop interpretations exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight

     b. Organize interpretations around several clear ideas, premises, or images from the literary work.
     c. Justify interpretations through sustained use of examples and textual evidence.
2.2.3 Write research reports:
     a. Pose relevant and tightly drawn questions about the topic.
     b. Convey clear and accurate perspectives on the subject.
     c. Include evidence compiled through the formal research process (e.g. a computer catalog, magazines, newspapers, dictionaries).
     d. Document reference sources by means of a bibliography.
2.2.4 Write persuasive compositions that support one side of an argument and use specific examples.
2.2.5 Write summaries of reading materials:
     a. Include the main ideas and most significant details.
     b. Use the student's own words, except for quotations.
     c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just the superficial details.
Language Conventions
3.1 Understand modifiers. 

3.2 Identify and use pronouns, prepositions, subjects and verbs correctly.
3.3 Understand the difference between make and do.
3.4 Understand the difference between singular and plural.
3.5 Use periods, commas and quotation marks appropriately. 

3.6 Use correct capitalization. 

3.7 Use correct spelling conventions.

Listening and Speaking

4.1.5 Arrange supporting details, reasons, descriptions, and examples effectively and persuasively in relation to the audience.
4.1.6 Use speaking techniques, including voice modulation, inflection, tempo, enunciation, and eye contact, for effective presentations. 

4.1.7 Provide constructive feedback to speakers concerning the coherence and logic of a speech's content and delivery and its overall impact upon the listener.

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines 
Learning- to- learn skills

1. Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.

2. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.

Expanding and integrating knowledge

1. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.

2. Students demonstrate knowledge in technology and apply it for completing tasks and expanding knowledge.

3. Demonstrate disciplinary knowledge and skills in the areas of mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts.

Communication skills

1. Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.

Thinking and reasoning skills

1. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.

Social and emotional development 

1. Students manage and evaluate their behavior as group members.

2. Students manage disagreement and conflict in a peaceful and constructive manner and act in favor of well-being.

3. Identify leadership opportunities and use them as an effective means of improvement for self and group.

Personal and social responsibility

1. Students demonstrate an understanding of and responsibility for global and environmental issues and act appropriately.

   
	

	Essential questions:
1. Would it be useful or fun to live forever? 

2. What themes/lessons can be applied to your life from this novel?

3. How can we critique and share our thoughts about selected readings? 

4. What do we need to consider when making hard decisions?  Is there a right and wrong answer?
	Expected language:
1. High Frequency Academic Words: e.g. analyze, identify, and determine, definition, restatement, example, contrast.

2. Specialized Words: e.g. plot, foreshadowing, introduction, rising action, climax, conflict, character, theme, motivation.

3. Language patterns: explain.

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  
	

	Each activity has an assessment component.  There are assessments for reading, writing, oral/writing, and grammar.


	

	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.
	

	Lesson 1: Predictions

Ask students to predict what the novel may be about based on the title, and then the synopsis on the back cover.  If they had the chance to live forever would they take it?

Read the Prologue: Does it hook the reader?  How?  What writing techniques were used?  Do you think the author wrote it before or after completing the rest of the book?  What questions come to mind?

Students complete Anticipation Guide.

Lesson 2: Reading

Students/Teacher will take turns reading Tuck Everlasting.  While reading they will complete active reading activities (draw what they hear, write down key words, summarize briefly etc.)  These will be collected every few chapters.

Students will also work together to create a vocabulary list for the novel and will use a graphic organizer to determine word meanings.  They will also keep track of the similes and metaphors that they find while reading.

There will be vocabulary quizzes periodically and a reading comprehension test every 10 chapters.

Lesson 3: Setting

As a class determine all of the details of the setting.  

In groups of 4 students must draw a picture including all of the setting elements.

Then they must write 10 sentences explaining different elements of their picture. (ex. How did they show atmosphere?)

Lesson 4: Water

Continue reading the novel.  At the end of the first 3 chapters present the powerpoint on water and discuss.  Look at some of the examples from the powerpoint in more detail and predict what the importance of water is in this story.

Lesson 5: Webquest (The Idea of Living Forever vs. The Earth and its Population)

This webquest will take about 7 days to complete.  It must be preceded by how to write a newspaper article.

http://sps.k12.mo.us/sms/awicklund/WebQuest/tuck/webquest/home_aw.html

Lesson 6: Roundtable Discussion

To help students work together in groups they will periodically have round table discussions.  Only one person can talk at a time.  Each person will write down their ideas as the paper rotates around the table.  Before each round table discussion there should be a class discussion to review the related events in the novel to provide the students with some focus.

Round Table discussion topics:

· How are people different? What advice can you give to someone about meeting new people?

· Advantages to living forever

· Disadvantages to living forever

· Possible uses for the spring water

· Common disagreements between adults and children

The discussion results will be presented to the class or debated in a class discussion.

Lesson 7: Letter Writing

Show the students some example letters and have them identify all of the aspects of the letter structure.  Write a model as a class.

Assessment: In their groups, students will write a letter from Jesse (after chapter 14) to Winnie listing all the reasons why she should drink from the spring, or write a letter from Winnie to Jesse with her decision and the reasons for her choice.

Have the students read the letters to the class and determine what the most popular reasons and responses are.

Lesson 8: Hard Decisions and Debating

Talk about what is necessary to make a hard decision.  What influences you?  Is there always a right and wrong solution?

Read Robert Frost’s poem, “The Road Not Taken” and discuss.  Then in groups read the following situation (1) and discuss.  Write down your answers and debate as a class.

Then in a journal respond to situation 2.

1. Your mother has worked very hard after work every night for a month making a Halloween costume for you.  You don’t like it and suspect you will be teased if you wear it.  What would you do?

2. Your best friend will fail English if he/she misses one more assignment.  You know the assignment is done because you saw it completed.  Your friend has forgotten the assignment at home, and there is nobody to bring it to school.  Your friend has asked to copy your homework.  What would you do?

ALTERNATIVE: Use a simplified debate structure.  Divide students into 6 groups.  After determining, as a class, how each character feels about living forever assign one character to each group.  In their groups the students must do the following for their character:

1. Provide as many reasons as possible about why you are right in your opinion about living forever.

2. Provide as many reasons as possible about why others are wrong in their opinions.

The group that is Winnie must answer the following:

1. Why is this such a difficult decision for you to decide to drink the water or not?

2. What sorts of things are you thinking about/taking into consideration to help you decide?

Winnie’s group will present first.  Then the other groups will present their ideas and Winnie’s group will judge their arguments on a scale of 1 to 5 to try to determine what Winnie will decide.

Extension Activity: Research Paper

Objective: Students will write a paper that examines the importance of another environmental/ scientific issue.  

Introduction: Show students some videos/ articles about some controversial related issues related to the topic and explain that they have to do research about one of the topics to determine a solution to the “hard decision”.

Activity: Students will select a topic from the handout (attached) and will develop a question about their topic, research it, write a research paper (with a proper bibliography) and will present it to the class.  The presentation also needs to include a visual aid.


	

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
	

	· Tuck Everlasting Novels
· Video of Tuck Everlasting

· Powerpoint on water and the patent-medical show to help with understanding
	


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed: 90%

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

We completed this unit, and overall, it was more cohesive than last year.  It would have been beneficial to have students review the predictions worksheet at the end of the unit to see if any of their opinions changed.  Students were encouraged to read more of the book on their own, though it was all discussed in class.  Next year I would include more vocabulary activities to help the students learn and practice with the vocabulary.  We did not complete the webquest as we did not have access to the computer lab; however, the ideas were incorporated into class discussions.  Similarly, the roundtable discussions were not structured as such, but were incorporated into chapter discussions.  We did not hold a class debate, but developed a more specific and interesting activity instead.  We developed a courtroom trial, where the teacher had the role of the judge, 4 students took on the roles of lawyers, several students took on the roles of various characters and the remainder of the class acted as the jury.  It was a very successful activity and helped the students understand the characters and the concept of making difficult decisions.  We also included the movie of Tuck Everlasting as a review after Christmas break.  This was another way for students to reflect on the characters and the choices of the author, compared to the movie.  Furthermore, we also changed the final project.  Instead of completing a research project, students had to work in groups to create a commercial and poster to sell the spring water.  This was a more appropriate assignment as it assessed students' understanding of the novel, writing and speaking skills.  More time will be spend developing a research project in the third quarter instead.  

