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	OVERVIEW: The students will be analyzing the elements of a short story by looking at short stories and videos as examples. The students will write their own short stories using the elements we studied. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

 Reading: 
· 12.3 identify evidence in a variety of texts representative of different genres and use this evidence as the basis for interpretation. 
· 12.9 Analyze the way in which the them or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim. 
Writing: 
· 12.14 Use point of view, characterization, style, and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 

· 12.16 Set a context for writing and engage the reader; write with the audience in mind. 

· 12.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story

· 12.27 Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of significant ideas in works or passages and be able to apply those in your own writing 

· 12.28 Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text and write a reflective piece that employs those ideas.  
Conventions: 

· 12.36 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, paragraph, sentence structure, and an understanding of English usage. 
· 12.37 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization. 
· 12.39 Maintain consistent number, gender, point-of-view, and verb tense 
Listening and Speaking:
· 12.51 Practice oral speaking skills through read alouds, individual selection preparation, readings, poetry selections, speeches…etc. 

· 12.55 Read with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech. 
 

	Essential questions:

What are the elements of a short story? 

How do the elements of a short story also apply to the elements of short films? 

What are some different short story genres? 

How do you use dialogue when writing a short story? 

How do you write your own short story? 
	Expected language:
Point of view, plot, physical setting, emotional setting, rising action, conflict, characterization, antagonist, protagonist, first person, third person, omniscient, limited omniscient, objective, theme, suspense, description, dialogue, irony, humor, foreshadowing 

 

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Short Story Outline 
Short Story Rough Draft

Peer Review

Final Draft 

Self Assessment

Short Story Elements Notes



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Elements of a Short Story 
· Take notes using the worksheet on the elements of short stories

· Discuss 4 different genres and what elements are specific to them

Science Fiction Genre

· The students will learn the elements specific to the Science Fiction genre: technologically advanced society/futuristic time period 

· The students will read “Harrison Bergeron” and analyze its elements of a short story. 

· We will view “2081” and compare the short film to the short story. They will discuss the different themes and purposes of the works. 

Horror Genre

· The students will read the short story “Cask of Amontillado” for the elements of horror fiction

· They will discuss the author and relate the story to other scary movies/stories they are familiar with. 

· They will write a journal entry about their greatest fears. 

Western Fiction Genre 

· The students will study the elements of Western Fiction: fiction that takes place in the American West 

· The students will read the short story “California Red” for the literary elements and elements of a short story. 

Historical Fiction Genre 

· The students will study the elements of Historical Fiction using the short story “The Necklace.”

· We will discuss the specific elements and experiment with setting the plot in different time periods. 

Writing a Short Story

· Brainstorm ideas for their own stories using one of the four genres we studied and the elements of a short story. 

· Outline the stories with the help of a plot map. 

· We will review how to write dialogue. 

· The students will improve their use of story details by completing a show, not tell activity. 

· Turn in a rough draft to be peer reviewed by a classmate. Peer review a classmates story. 

· Turn in the final draft. This should be 3-4 pages long, include the elements of the student’s chosen genre, and also have at least 10 lines of dialogue. 

· Reflect on the final draft.  


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Short Stories and Films: Harrison Bergeron, 2081, California Red, Cask of Amontillado, The Necklace
Elements of a Short Story PowerPoint

Handouts for the short story writing process 


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed _____95%______
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

I would have liked to spend more time expanding the genres. The students were reluctant to read some of the story selections, so in the future, I might let them chose one of the stories to research on their own and present to the class. 
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	OVERVIEW: The students will work on grammar with an emphasis on simple tenses, perfect tenses, and conditionals. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Conventions

· 12.36 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, paragraph structure, and an understanding of English usage. 
   

	Essential questions:
What are the simple tenses, and how are they formed?

What are the perfect tenses, and how are they formed? 

What are conditionals, how are they formed, and when are they used?


	Expected language:

Simple tenses, perfect tenses, conditionals

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Grammar quizzes 
Analyze writing using the grammar chart 



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Simple Tenses and Perfect Tenses:
· Take notes on the simple tenses. 
· Use worksheets to discover the rules for the perfect tenses

· Work as a group to present the rules for the tenses to the class. 

Song Activities

· Fill in the missing simple and perfect tenses in a song by listening for the missing words. 

· Label the words with the proper tense. 

Timeline Activity

· Complete a timeline about three events in your past, one in the present, and three possible events in your future. Illustrate the events. 

· Write 6 sentences (one in each of the simple and perfect tenses) about the events in the timeline. 

Conditionals

· Complete worksheets about the conditionals. Discuss possible outcomes in their futures and impossible outcomes. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Worksheets

Poster board  


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed _______80%____
REFLECTIONS: 
The students had difficulty with this unit. In the future, I will introduce this earlier in the year and give them more time to develop their understanding of these grammar issues. They needed more time to understand the conditionals specifically. 

