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	OVERVIEW: The students will read a variety of articles. They will analyze the text in order to discover information shared in the article and how it is organized. They will discover the purpose of the articles and search for any of the authors’ biases. They will be introduced to rhetorical writing techniques.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will be able to….

12.2. Develop vocabulary in context through the use of other mediums - internet, news stories, and supplemental materials.

12.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

12.5 Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structure, and elements of nonfiction and/or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support understanding
12.8 acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing

12.13 Identify and analyze bias, slanted writing, and propaganda. Analyze inferences and conclusions

12.15 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 

12.16 Set a context for writing and engage the reader; write with the audience in mind

12.21 Support statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples

12.23 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of

parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids.

12.40 Deliver and respond to focused, coherent, and polished presentations in ways that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, and combine traditional rhetorical strategies 

12.55. Read with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech
   

	Essential questions:

What is each author’s purpose for writing these articles?

What information does the author share, and how does the author organize the article?

What rhetorical devices do the authors use to defend and describe their points? 


	Expected language:

Persuasive, dwarf, rhetoric, rhetorical devices, parallelism, irony, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, alliteration, hyperbole, climax, personification, slant, bias, prejudice, point of view, perception


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Class Discussion Rubric


Writing assignment

Class Handouts

Vocabulary Quizzes

Rhetorical Devices Activity and Worksheet


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	 “Why We Crave Horror Movies,” an essay by Stephen King.
· We will preview the vocabulary before we read the essay. Next, we will analyze his argument and discover the evidence he uses to support his thesis with the aid of a class handout. Depending on how well the students are able to stay on task, we will either do this in pairs, or as a class activity together. Next, we will have a class discussion on whether or not they agree with King’s thesis (thesis- we enjoy horror movies because they allow us to connect to a darker side of ourselves). We will discuss: Why did he write this article? Who is the intended audience? Do you crave horror movies?

“Still Life” – A short horror video

· The students will watch the video and analyze the plot points: setting, character, introduction, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution. The students will write their opinions and reactions to the video and hold a class discussion. How does this tie into the previous article?

“Tossing Dwarfs in Illinois”- an article by Simone Sandy

· We will preview vocabulary before reading the article. After reading, the students will work with a partner to write down the arguments for and against dwarf tossing. What is the purpose for the article (to inform)? Do the students agree with one side more than the other? What evidence and examples are used to support each side? How is the article organized? 

“The Trouble with Television”-an article by Robert McNeill

· The students will complete a survey about their thoughts on television and how much television they watch every day. The students will preview the vocabulary then read the article. They will discuss the purpose of the article. What type of article is this (persuasive)? What is the main thesis? Do you agree? Does Colombia have a similar problem? What about the influence of the internet? How is the article arranged? This author biased? What would you do with all the time you spent watching television? Make a list of ways television can be positive. Use the link below to create supplemental work. 

Writing Activity

· If you were to develop a new TV program, what would it be like? In your description, include the following components: Type of show,  Rating of show,  Content of the show, Audience,  Setting, When you would “air” the show, Characters (main)
“Law Makes Matters Worse”- opinion article by David Oxtoby

“Age 18 Isn’t the Answer”- opinion article 

· We will preview the vocabulary then read each article with a partner. The students will discuss the purpose of the articles. Who is the author? What arguments does the author make? How does the author support his arguments? Which author do you agree with? How is each article organized? The students will be given several writing prompts where they may select an argument to defend with three clear examples and details. (Used the attached VEO SAFE CATS to analyze the arguments) 

“The Ugly Truth about Beauty”- humorous essay by Dave Barry

· The students will preview the vocabulary then read the article. What is the purpose of the article (humor)? What is the tone of the article? What is tone? How would they rewrite the article if they were trying to be persuasive or informative?  The students will compare this article with the other articles we have read in this unit. 
Stereotypes

· Complete this lesson about gender stereotypes and tie it in with the previous lesson. 

· http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/lessons/elementary/body_image/gndr_stereo_body_image.cfm
At the end of the unit introduce the students to rhetoric and examine how the different articles used it. The students will work together to fill in the sheet. 


	

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Why we crave Horror Movies

Tossing Dwarfs in Illinois

Law makes Matters Worse

Age 18 isn’t The Answer

The Ugly truth about Beauty

Worksheets

Class Discussion Rubric


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
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	OVERVIEW: The students will use the writing process to create their own persuasive essay. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will know/understand ...    Students will be able to….
12.15 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes.

12.16 Set a context for writing and engage the reader; write with the audience in mind

12.17 Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis, perspective, or controlling idea when writing that can be easily identified by the reader, maintaining an appropriate and consistent tone and coherent focus throughout

12.18 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers

12.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story

12.22 Use logical and effective transitions between ideas and paragraphs 

12.23 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of

parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids.

12.26 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of Standard American  English, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats

12.37 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization. 

12.38 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats
   

	Essential questions:
What is the writing process?

Why and when do we use persuasive writing?

What are some rhetorical techniques you may use to strengthen your persuasive essay?

	Expected language:

Persuasion, rhetoric, writing process, prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, evaluating, publishing, 6 traits


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	6 Traits Writing Rubric Worksheet

Writing Process Worksheets

Essay

Presentation (Depending on Time)


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	The students will be given an overview of the six traits of writing and the writing process. We will discuss what a persuasive essay is and how it ties into what they have been learning. 

The students will be introduced to brainstorming techniques- word web They will brainstorm ideas based on a variety of writing prompts.

The students will organize their arguments with the help of a graphic organizer and have the students review their ideas.

The students will write the rough draft of their essay and peer review the process.

The students will revise their work

The students will present their work for evaluation. (but it should be noted the writing process is never done)

The students will publish their essays in class for their peers to read and comment on. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Writing Rubric

Writing Process Worksheets




At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
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	OVERVIEW: The students will explore how propaganda and rhetoric are different and how they are used in society. They will look at the history of propaganda and see how it is used in their everyday lives. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
12.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

12.5 Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structure, and elements of nonfiction and/or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support understanding

12.8 acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing 

12.10 Analyze the use of irony, tone, mood, the author's style, and the "sound" of language and be able to apply it in your own writing.

12.13 Identify and analyze bias, slanted writing, and propaganda. Analyze inferences and conclusions

12.15 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes.

12.16 Set a context for writing and engage the reader; write with the audience in mind

 12.28 Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text and write a reflective piece that employs those ideas.

12.34 Be able to present your information in a clear, concise, and creative manner using a variety of techniques and materials

12.41 Recognize strategies used by the media to inform, persuade, entertain, and transmit culture (e.g., advertisements; perpetuation of stereotypes; use of visual representations, special effects, language).

12.42 Analyze the impact of the media on the democratic process and issues that affect

society as a whole

12.50 Apply several  propaganda techniques in a written assignment and presentation to demonstrate ability to apply the skills and understand of their uses
   

	Essential questions:
Why do people use propaganda and rhetoric? 

What is the difference between rhetoric and propaganda?

How would/could you use rhetoric and propaganda?

How has propaganda been used in the past?

How is propaganda and rhetoric used in our daily lives? How do companies use rhetoric? 

Why is it important to recognize propaganda?

	Expected language:

Propaganda, rhetoric, glittering generalities, transfer, testimonial, plain folks, card stacking, band wagon, and student created vocabulary lists

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Class Discussions

Reading Comprehension Worksheets 

Create an advertisement of your own. 

Recognizing Propaganda worksheet. 

Vocabulary Quiz


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Understanding the differences between Rhetoric and Propaganda.

-  Watch commercials and write an emotional reaction. 

-  The students will read a short article about rhetoric and propaganda

-  The students will read the worksheet explaining the difference. 

-  The students will make a list of the propaganda they face in their society. 

How Do Advertisers Try to Manipulate Us?-page 117-129.

· Read the article, “Advertisings’ Fifteen Basic Appeals” p 118-128. The article will be chunked and each group will be responsible for giving the other groups information from their sections. 

How was Propaganda Used in the Past

· Show the students examples of WWII propaganda.

· Examples of Cold War and Korean War

· Why is propaganda frequently used in war? What is the purpose? 

· Political and Economic purposes of Propaganda

Selling With Propaganda Activity

· Design 3 advertisements of your own using propaganda techniques we discussed. 

· Present one of your advertisements to the class for them to evaluate its effectiveness. 

Compare Propaganda with Rhetoric

· The students will learn Rhetorical techniques

· They will find the techniques in the “I have a dream speech”

· http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit232/lesson4.html
· http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/english/dream_english2_8-27.html
If there is enough time: The students will create their own speeches and deliver them… be careful to use rhetoric, not propaganda.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Student generated vocabulary list

Propaganda articles

Worksheets

Magazines and Articles


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
