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	OVERVIEW: The students will practice the writing process to develop a persuasive essay. The students will select a topic from a variety of prompts related to Flowers for Algernon and they will have to defend their ideas and persuade others to agree. They will brainstorm, draft, revise, edit, evaluate, and publish their essays. They will use the Six Traits Writing Rubric to evaluate their writing. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will know/understand ...    Students will be able to….

12.16 Set a context for writing and engage the reader; write with the audience in mind

12.17 Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis, perspective, or controlling idea when writing that can be easily identified by the reader, maintaining appropriate and consistent tone and coherent focus throughout

12.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story.

12.20 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g. similarity and difference)

12.21 Support statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples.

12.25 Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre. 

12.26 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of Standard American English, realizing that usage involves he appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. 
12.29 Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works

12.32 Provide clear and purposeful information and address the intended audience appropriately

12.34 Be able to present your information in a clear, concise, and creative manner using a variety of techniques and materials.

12.37 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization

12.39 Maintain consistent number, gender, point of view and verb tense

   

	Essential questions:
1. What is the purpose for writing persuasive essays? 

2. What is the writing process and why is it helpful? 

3. Are you easily persuaded by other people? 

	Expected language:

persuasive, persuasion, writing process, prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, evaluating, publishing, ideas, context, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Writing process worksheet

6 Traits Writing Rubric

Self-Evaluation

Teacher Evaluation


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Introduction

· First, I will show a YouTube clip about persuasion and advertising, I will try to find a way to persuade the students to do something. We will discuss different reasons why we are persuaded and why persuasion can be fun, dangerous, or important. We will discuss the writing with the 6 traits. 

Prewriting

· Next, as part of the prewriting step, the students will be given a variety of topics to choose from. They must choose a topic and brainstorm a variety of details and examples that will help them persuade others to do as they say. They will organize their ideas with the handouts

Drafting and Revising

· Then, the students will use the drafting handout to write their first draft of the essay. They will use this draft in the revision stage where they will be put into groups and must read each other’s essays and make comments. Once the comments have been made, the students will rewrite their essay at home. The essay will be evaluated by the teacher and student. 

Additional

· For extra credit, the students may publish their work by e-mailing the teacher a revised copy. The teacher will put the essay on the Wiki so parents and other students may read it. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Writing Process Handouts

Teacher Rubric

Student Rubric


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
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	OVERVIEW: Flowers for Algernon is a story of Charlie Gordon, a mentally retarded thirty-two year old man, who is chosen by a team of scientists to undergo an experimental surgery designed to boost his intelligence. The entire narrative of flowers for Algernon is composed of the progress reports that Charlie writes about the changes over a 9 month period as he goes from low to high and low again. The students will read the novel, analyze the writing style, and discuss the devices used by the author. They will fill in handouts, write journal entries, and discuss the book. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
The students will be able to….

12.1 Be able to create and use analogies and apply the models learned through readings and other mediums

12.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

12.8 Acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing

12.9 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life using textual evidence to support the claim. 

12.10 Analyze the use of iron, tone, mood, the author’s style, and the “sound” of language and be able to apply it to your own writing.

1218 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers

1219 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story

12.20 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause and effect, order of importance, spatial, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question)

12.21 Support statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples

12.27 Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages and be able to apply those to your own writing.

12.28 Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text and write a reflective piece that employs those ideas.

12.29 Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works.

12.36 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.

12.37 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization

12.39 Maintain consistent number, gender, point of view, and verb tense

12.51 Practice oral speaking skills through  read aloud, individual selection preparation and readings, poetry selections, selections from speeches, or dramatic soliloquies with attention to performance details to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect and to demonstrate and understanding of the meaning.

12.53 Practice listening to a variety of speakers through podcasts or other sources in order to discern tone, purpose, and main idea f the presentation.

12.55 Read with a  rhythm, flow and meter that sounds like everyday speech

  

	Essential questions:

1. What is intelligence and how important is intelligence in determining a person’s worth?

2. What are some ways students can promote belonging and tolerance? Why is this important?

3. What are the different types of intelligences and how do they affect how we live?

4. What are literary elements (e.g. character, setting plot….) and how do analyzing literary elements help us to understand a novel?
5. Is it important to analyze the consequences of actions in literature as well as in life? How? Why? 
	Expected language:
Diction, point of view, conflicts, symbols, compare and contrast, phonics, tone, mood, laboratory, unconscious, shrew, maroon, accomplish, advise, petition, acquire, ignorance, justified, equivalent, impaired, introspective, amnesia, lobotomy, illiterate. 


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Vocabulary Quizzes

End of Unit Test

Discussion Rubric

Reflections/Journals

Worksheets 

Be Careful What you Wish For Project


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Pre-Reading
· We will start by discussing what intelligence is. What is an IQ? How would it feel if you had an IQ of 68? How would other people treat you? Is there more than one way to be smart? The class will take the multiple intelligences exam to see their personal strengths. They will discuss what they could do to improve their weaknesses. If they could become smarter, would they? 

Flowers For Algernon
· After the discussion I will show a brief PowerPoint presentation about Daniel Keyes, the author of Flowers for Algernon. I will stress how important it is to understand the background of the author. 

· We will read the book together as a class. The students will be assigned short segments to read at home. We will have class discussions based on the readings and the students will receive credit for their participation. The students will also write journal entries or reflections both at home and in class. The students will be assigned worksheets to accompany the readings and will take vocabulary quizzes to measure their understanding of the new words. 

· At the end of the unit, the students will take a test to measure their content knowledge from the book, vocabulary, and literary terms. 

Be Careful What You Wish For Project
· In this project, the students will think name the one thing they wish for more than anything. They will then think of all the positive and negative consequences of that wish if it were to come true. The students must have at least four positive traits and four negative traits. Next, the students must choose a picture to represent each characteristic and create a collage. The students will present their collage to the class and be graded by a rubric. 

Additional Tasks

· In the event that the unit is too short, the students will watch the movie Awakenings, compare it to Flowers for Algernon, and write a criticism. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Teacher Created Resources
Flowers For Algernon Book

Art Materials for Collage

Rubrics

Awakenings DVD (possibly)




At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspective

