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Time Frame: Throughout the quarter
Submitted by: Victoria Gauna
	OVERVIEW: The students will work on grammar with an emphasis on simple tenses and perfect tenses

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Conventions
· 11.41 use English conventions correctly
   

	Essential questions:
What are the simple tenses, and how are they formed?
What are the perfect tenses, and how are they formed? 

	Expected language:

Simple tenses, perfect tenses, infinitive form, helping verb

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Grammar quizzes 
Analyze writing using the grammar chart 


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Analyze SAT essays to find these grammar problems along with other prominent mistakes. 
· find previous errors, determine the mistakes, and correct them. 

Song Activities
· Fill in the missing simple and perfect tenses in a song by listening for the missing words. 

· Label the words with the proper tense. 

Timeline Activity
· Complete a timeline about three events in your past, one in the present, and three possible events in your future. Illustrate the events. 
· Write 6 sentences (one in each of the simple and perfect tenses) about the events in the timeline. 



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Worksheets
Previous writing samples 


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed _______90%____
REFLECTIONS: We were able to practice all of these grammar points, but in the future I would like to give even more practice and tie the grammar into their understanding of Spanish in order to give it deeper meaning. 
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Name / Theme or Unit: To Kill a Mockingbird 
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Submitted by: Victoria Gauna

	OVERVIEW: The students will read the screenplay for “To Kill a Mockingbird.” They will study the historical elements of the story and discuss the cultural implications.  The students will practice their speaking skills by performing sections of the text. The students will be able to trace the elements of the plot and summarize events from the story. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Reading

· 11.1 Understand and interpret the meaning of analogies, analyzing specific comparisons as well as relationships and inferences. 
· 11.4 Analyze the content and purpose of the author, synthesize those ideas, and presnt an understanding of the material. 

· 11.6 Relate literary works to their contemporary context or historical background as well as to works from other time periods 

· 11.10 acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing. 

· 11.12 Analyze and be able to determine themes in various literary selections; know the purpose and power of theme in representing the selection. 

· Relate literary works and authors to the major themes and issues of their eras, how historical period shaped the characters, plots and settings. 

Writing
· 11.18 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, and appropriate modifiers 
· 11.19 Write texts of a length appropriate ot address the topic or tell the story 
· 11.26 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of Standard American English, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats 
· 11.29 Use sensory details to describe story details, characters, setting, and action. 
Conventions
· 11.40 Produce legible work tat shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization 

· 11.41 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats 
· 11.43 Maintain consistent number, gender, point-of-view and verb tense. 
Listening and Speaking

· 11.46 Observe, listen critically to, and respond appropriately to written and oral communication in a variety of genres and media. 
· 11.47 Deliver oral presentations that incorporate elements of narration, exposition, persuasion, and/or literary analysis. 


	Essential questions:
What is the Great Depression?

What is racism and how does it play a part in different cultures and time periods?

Why study this novel?

What symbolism is present in the story?

What role does innocence play in the story? 
	Expected language:

Jim Crow Laws, racism, symbolism, setting, mood, tone, word choice, prediction, Great Depression, vocabulary from selected stories  


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Vocabulary quiz 

Unit Test on To Kill a Mockingbird
Reading the screenplay
Complete the Study Guide
Rewrite a scene and perform it for the class 


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Worksheet on the Great Depression
· Complete a worksheet on the Great Depression and answer the questions about its causes. 
Strange Fruit 
· The students will listen to a recording of the song and discuss their reactions to the words. 
· Read the lyrics to the song on page 99 and discuss the symbolism. 
To Kill a Mockingbird
· Read the screenplay as a class. 
· Assign parts to the students and they will be graded on the quality of their spoken performances. 

· Use the study guide to have class discussions and check for understanding of the texts.

· Record unfamiliar vocabulary words. 

· Show scenes from the movie and have the students discuss how it compares to what they read.  
· Discuss the symbolism and historical impact of the story. 

· Have a unit test to check reading comprehension, understanding of the plot and characters at the end of the reading. 

Acting the Scenes
· As we are reading the novel, rather than simply read the words, the students will be given rolls to act out. 
· The students will be put into groups for the scenes. They may read their parts from the book, but they must complete the reading with emphasis on the words and proper pronunciation. 

· They will be graded on the quality of their work as a team and the presentation of the performance. 

· We will complete this activity twice as we are reading the story. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Textbook- To Kill a Mocking Bird class set 
Handouts

Projector 

Computer


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ____90%_______
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

We were able to complete all the tasks, but I would like the students to put more effort into their performances in the future.  I will spend more time developing the activity and show them examples of what I am looking for in their performances. 
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Submitted by: Victoria Gauna

	OVERVIEW: The students will practice skills to write a successful Persuasive essay for the SAT. They will be able to organize and produce an essay in 25 minutes that fulfills the expectations set by the SAT 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Reading

· The student will be able to understand a question or writing prompt in order to give an effective response. 

Writing   
· 11.16  write with an audience in mind
· 11.17 establish a clear thesis 
· 11.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story
· 11.21 support statements and claims with stories, facts and examples
· 11.22 use transitions
· 11.23 rhetorical devices
· 11.27 prepare for the SAT test 

	Essential questions:
How will you organize and write an essay in 25 minutes? 

What is the SAT looking for in a successful essay? 

	Expected language:

Rhetoric, organization, thesis, examples, stories, facts, transitions 

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	SAT persuasive essay 



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	SAT Expectations

· Go over the expectations for the essay on the SAT: they only have 25 minutes to organize and write the essay

· Look at an example of a good essay and compare it to a poor one: What is the SAT looking for? 

SAT Organization Exercise

· Look at a sample prompt

· Create an outline as a class as a possible answer

· Discuss how you might add to these ideas

· What sort of information can you use on the essay?

· How important is grammar? 

· Look at a rubric for the SAT

SAT Practice writing

· Write a 25 minute sample essay

· Read some of the essays with a partner

· Have a class discussion about what they need to improve
· Turn in the essay for a grade based on the SAT rubric 

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	SAT prompts

SAT rubric 


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ______95%_____
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

We completed two of these drills, and I noticed an improvement in the quality of their ideas. Now, I would like to see greater improvement in the basic grammar forms. We will spend more time working on grammar. 
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	OVERVIEW: The students will practice some of the most commonly used vocabulary on the SAT. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Reading

· 11.2 Develop vocabulary base and knowledge through the use of SAT vocabulary preparation. 

	Essential questions:
How will you memorize new vocabulary words? 

Why learn SAT vocabulary? 

	Expected language:

From list of top 500 SAT vocabulary words

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	SAT vocabulary quizzes  



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	SAT Word List: Top 500 SAT words
· Make sure all of the students have the list of words to practice on their own. 

SAT Word Wall
· Create a set of cards with 150 of the most common SAT words on them and put these words on the wall. 
· If the students all get the word correct on an SAT quiz, the word may be removed from the wall. 

· Once all the words are gone, the students may have a pizza day. 

SAT Word Journals. 
· Each day, present the students with 5 of the words from the word wall as well as review words from a previous day. 
· Give them the definition, an illustration, and an example sentence. 

· The students will record the information. 

· At the end of the week, give a quiz on the words they practiced for the week. 

 

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Top 500 SAT words
SAT Words for the day

SAT word quizzes  


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ______80%_____
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

This seemed to be effective, but we ran out of time at the end of the quarter to learn all of the words. We will finish the list next quarter. Next year, I will start this activity earlier in the school year.  I also ran into a problem with cheating on the vocabulary quizzes. I will make the quizzes more individualized in order to help prevent this problem. 
