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Grade: 11 Standards  
Term: 2
Name / Theme or Unit: SAT Writing Practice
Time Frame: 3-5  days
Submitted by: Victoria Gauna
	OVERVIEW: The students will practice skills to write a successful Persuasive essay fro the SAT. They will be able to organize and produce an essay in 25 minutes that fulfills the expectations set by the SAT 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Reading

· The student will be able to understand a question or writing prompt in order to give an effective response. 

Writing   
· 11.16  write with an audience in mind
· 11.17 establish a clear thesis 
· 11.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story
· 11.21 support statements and claims with stories, facts and examples
· 11.22 use transitions
· 11.23 rhetorical devices
· 11.27 prepare for the SAT test 

	Essential questions:
How will you organize and write an essay in 25 minutes? 

What is the SAT looking for in a successful essay? 

	Expected language:

Rhetoric, organization, thesis, examples, stories, facts, transitions 

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	SAT persuasive essay 


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	SAT Expectations

· Go over the expectations for the essay on the SAT: they only have 25 minutes to organize and write the essay

· Look at an example of a good essay and compare it to a poor one: What is the SAT looking for? 

SAT Organization Exercise

· Look at a sample prompt

· Create an outline as a class as a possible answer

· Discuss how you might add to these ideas

· What sort of information can you use on the essay?

· How important is grammar? 

· Look at a rubric for the SAT

· Discuss persuasive techniques such as logos, pathos, and ethos

SAT Practice writing

· Write a 25 minute sample essay

· Read some of the essays with a partner

· Have a class discussion about what they need to improve
· Turn in the essay for a grade based on the SAT rubric 

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	SAT prompts
SAT rubric 


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed _____100%______
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
This unit was effective. I’ve noticed significant improvement in their writing skills, although we still have a lot of work to do to improve their grammar and fluency. The greatest improvement was in the organization of ideas and using details to support their opinions. I will continue this unit into the next quarter with more of a focus on the grammar. 
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Term:2 
Name / Theme or Unit: Grammar Unit: commas, run-ons/fragments, verb tenses

Time Frame: Throughout the quarter

Submitted by: Victoria Gauna

	OVERVIEW: The students will work on grammar with an emphasis on commas, run-on/fragments, and verb tenses 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Conventions

· 11.41 use English conventions correctly
   

	Essential questions:
How do we use commas?

What is a run-on?

What is a fragment?

Why is it important to pay attention to the verb tenses?

	Expected language:

Comma, run-on, fragment, verb tenses

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Grammar quizzes 
Analyze previous writing 



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Story Books

· Analyze your storybooks, find previous errors, determine the mistakes,  and correct them. 

Comma Activity

· Complete an activity to refresh the understanding of commas 

· Complete a handout 

Run-ons/Fragments

· Complete an activity to teach run-ons and fragments

· Assign a handout

Verb Tenses

· Practice correcting verb tenses in their own work. 



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Handouts

Previous writing samples 


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ____80%_______
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

There was improvement with the run-ons and sentence fragments, but we did not have enough time to tackle the problems with verb tenses. In the future, I would focus only on the run-ons and save another unit for the verb tenses in order to spend more time consistently working on one grammar issue. 
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  Grade: 11 Standard


Term:2 
Name / Theme or Unit: Romanticism

Time Frame: 5 weeks

Submitted by: Victoria Gauna

	OVERVIEW: The students will be able to recognize the elements of Romanticism. The students will be able to see how the authors were affected by the era they lived in. They will be able to write a short story. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Reading

· 11.1 Understand and interpret the meaning of analogies, analyzing specific comparisons
· 11.6 relate literary works to their contemporary context or historical background as well as to works from other time periods

· 11.9 employ a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in selected literary works and compose essays, narratives, poems, or technical documents 

· Acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing. 

· 11.11 Identify evidence in a variety of variety of texts and use at as evidence as the basis for interpretation

· 11.12 Analyze and be able to determine themes in various literary selections 

Writing

· 11.18 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers

· 11.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story

· 11.20 Use traditional structures for conveying information

· 11.35 Address the intended audience appropriately in your writing

Conventions

· 11.40 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling, correct punctuation, and capitalization

Listening and Speaking

· 11.48 Participate on one-on-one and group verbal interactions

· 11.55 Practice oral speaking skills through reading aloud to demonstrate understanding. 

   

	Essential questions:

What are the elements of Romanticism?

What were in historical influences and impacts of Romanticism?

Why study about Romanticism?

How can you write your own short story?
	Expected language:

Plot, Romanticism, satire, setting, mood, tone, allegory, Romantic Hero, word choice, prediction, archetype, vocabulary from selected stories  


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Vocabulary quizzes

Journal entries

Questions at the end of the chapter 

Write a Short Story
Dramatic Reading of Poe 


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Romanticism Scavenger Hunt

· Make notes on Romanticism based off a handout

The Devil and Tom Walker

· Read the background of Washington Irving on page 150

· Discuss “mood” as a literary device

· Discuss “archetype” and have the students produce a few examples

· Preview the vocabulary on page 152 and have the students write sentences using the words. The sentences will be checked for grammar. 

· Read the story from page 153-161

· Answer the following questions on page 162: 1-10 

· Write a journal entry describing the characteristics of this story that make it an example of American Romanticism. 

· Take a vocabulary quiz on the words from page 152 

Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment

· Read the biography of Nathaniel Hawthorne on page 225-226

· Discuss “allegory” 

· Practice the vocabulary on page 227- have the students use a dictionary to find synonyms. 

· Create a character chart as shown on page 227

· Read the story from pages 228-235

· Answer the questions on page 237: 1-8

· Write a journal entry about a second chance from page 237

· Take a vocabulary quiz on the words from the story 

Poe

· Complete “Before you Read” on page 273
· Read “The Raven” on page 274 

· Answer questions 1-7 on page 279

· Complete Dramatic Reading project: The students will be given a part of the text to perform. 

Short Story

· Write a short story using correct organization and plot structure  

· Use pages 284-291



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ______80%_____
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

The unit on Romanticism worked well, but we ran out of time to write the short story at the end. We spent most of our time this quarter perfecting the SAT writing, and so we ran out of time for the creative writing. In the future, I’d like to include the creative writing aspect in another quarter to give more time for the SAT essays. 
