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	OVERVIEW: 
In this unit students will research about the most important American civilizations (Incas, Mayas and Aztecs) to present a project representing all about those civilizations.
Also, They will use different sources to acquire information about physical geography, climate, culture and resources of Europe. They will interpret information and visuals to make their own presentations.


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Social Studies Standards and Benchmarks

STANDARD 1 – Understands the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic tools and places
· Knows the location of major continents.
· Knows the location of countries in the world.


STANDARD 2 – Knows the location of places, geographic features, and patterns of the environment.

· Knows the location of major cities and countries in the world.


STANDARD 4 – Understands the concept of regions and how they can be described in terms of their physical and /or human characteristics.

· Knows the basic components of culture (e.g., language, social organization, beliefs and customs, forms of shelter, economic activities, education systems)
· Knows the similarities and differences in characteristics of culture in different regions (e.g., in terms of environment and resources, technology, food, shelter, social organization, beliefs and customs).

Life Long Learning Standards

1. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.
1. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.
1. Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.
1. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.
1. Identify leadership opportunities and use them as an effective means of improvement for self and group.
1. Students demonstrate empathy, respect and tolerance for others, understand, and appreciate the diversity and interdependence of all people and cultures.


	Essential questions:

· Why the ancient civilizations disappear?
· What influence do we still have from those civilizations?
· Why does history matter?
· Why does geography matter?
· Why do culture and society matter?

	Expected language:

Culture, heritage, chronology, enculturation, cultural borrowing, natives, civilizations, traditions, extinction, 


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	· Student notebooks
· Social Studies text (World regions)
· Test and quizzes
· Oral Presentations
· Class discussions
· Class activities
· Group Work
· Creativity used in Art Crafts
· Web sites videos and documentaries (on line) discoveryeducation


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	
· Students will be introduce to the American  Civilizations 
· Students will be introduce to the Europe Continent
· Students will work individually to research about the assigned civilization (Inca, Aztecs, and Maya). 
· Students will do their oral ppt. presentations of their projects (using visual aids computer, video beam etc.)
· Students will invite other students to participate in their social studies fair presentations.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	· Social Studies notebook
· Atlas of World Geography book
· See the World book
· Success with Maps
· Scholastic Student Desk Atlas
· Teaching the five themes of Geography.
· Internet (on line research) discovery education videos
· Wiky spaces 




At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed 100%

The lessons and the activities planned for the third term related to the America continent were covered 100%. The students enjoyed doing their oral presentations and learned about different issues related to different countries in North, South and Central America. For the next term we plan a special social studies project related to the American Civilization (Inca, Mayas, and Aztecs).
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