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	OVERVIEW : In this unit students will use the definitions of common  land forms to identify real examples of land forms on maps. Students will recognize the different land and water features in different countries.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Social Studies Standards and Benchmarks

STANDARD 1 – Understands the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic tools and places
· Knows the location of major  continents, mountain ranges, and bodies of water on Earth.

· Knows the location of major  cities and countries in the world.


STANDARD 2 – Knows the location of places, geographic features, and patterns of the environment.

· Knows the location of major continents, mountain ranges, and bodies of water on Earth


Standard 3 – Understands the physical and human characteristics of place.

· Knows how the characteristics of places are shaped by physical and human processes (e.g., effects of agriculture on changing land use and vegetation; effects of settlement on the building of roads; relationship of Population distribution to land forms, climate, and vegetation.


Life Long Learning Standards

1. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.
2. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.
3. Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.
4. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.
5. Identify leadership opportunities and use them as an effective means of improvement for self and group.
6. Students demonstrate empathy, respect and tolerance for others, understand, and appreciate the diversity and interdependence of all people and cultures.


	Essential questions:

· What´s a land form?

· Which are the land and the water forms?

· What are the most common features on earth?
· Where are some famous  landforms  located?

· How can we locate places on the Earth?

	Expected language:

canal, channel, desert, glacier, island, lake, mountain, mountain range, mouth, peninsula, plain, river, swamp, valley, volcano, cape, isthmus, bay, gulf, lake, river, strait. 

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	· Student notebooks
· Informal observations
· Test and quizzes
· Oral Presentations
· Class discussions
· Class activities
· Group Work
· Creativity used in Art Crafts
· Web sites videos and documentaries (on line)


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	
· Students will be introduced to the geography terms of land forms and water features.

· Students will identify landforms and water features on a map. photocopy

· Students will use class atlases to identify the most famous land and water features in the world.

· Students will create a 10 page geography booklet using real  world landforms photographs.

· Students research about differences and similarities among some land and water features


 
  TOPO QUEST Activity: Students identify  physical features by applying geography terms to a fictitious map drawing (tribes activity)


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	· Social Studies notebook
· Atlas of World Geography book
· See the World book
· Success with Maps
· Scholastic Student Desk Atlas
· Teaching the five themes of Geography.
· Internet (on line research)
· Wiky spaces 




At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed  80%

80 % of The lessons planned for the first term were covered. This was a topic that required lots of practice and training in the understanding of coordinates and location. Students showed  a great confusion between the terms altitude and longitude, which required a lot of more practice to make it clear.
The topic land and water features are planned for the second term.
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