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OVERVIEW:


This unit focuses on elements of maps, basic elements of the earth globe, and physical and human features. During this term students will review main concepts about geography. Students will explore and understand the earth’s diversity of landscapes, weathers and geographical features and how they relate to cultures, economy and life styles. They will also develop cooperative work skills (TRIBES).



	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	

Students will know/understand ...    Students will be able to….


	4.1.1 Knows the basic elements of maps: title, legend, cardinal and intermediate directions, grid system. 

4.1.2 Uses map grids (e.g., latitude and longitude or alphanumeric system) to plot absolute location. 

4.1.3 Knows the basic elements of the earth globe: North and south Poles, equator, hemispheres, meridians, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circles.

4.2.1 Knows major physical and human features of places as they are represented on maps and globes (e.g., capitals, largest cities, rivers, lakes, wetlands, land forms, recreation areas, historic sites) 

4.2.3 Knows the location and main physical and human characteristics of countries in Central, South and North America. 






School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards) 


1. Students evaluate their own learning and personal growth based on reflection and self-correction

2. Students recognize, analyze and evaluate various forms of communication.

3. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.

4. Students work with others in a variety of situations to set and achieve goals and establish productive relationships based on respect, tolerance, and solidarity. 

5. Apply team work skills.






	


Essential questions:

How do we use maps to plot the absolute location of a place?

Why is location important?

What makes places unique and different?

How do geography, climate and natural resources affect the way people live and work?

What story do maps and globes tell?




	
Expected language:

legend, globe, map, hemisphere, cardinal and intermediate location, meridian, equator, latitude, longitude, location, grids, landforms, characteristics, physical features, human features, movement, region, direction, distance, scale, 

Relative location:  uses terms like near, close, north, south, etc.

Absolute location: uses a grid, or degrees of latitude and longitude.

Physical features: landforms, bodies of water, climate, soil, plant and animal life, and natural resources.

Human features: buildings, bridges, farms, roads, and people.

 Movement: people do not occupy places evenly across the face of the earth. 
They move from one location to another to interact, trade goods, and communicate with one another.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE


	
Teacher will assess through:


Location on maps, label and identification of places in atlas. 
Assess geography concepts 
quizzes
tests 
class discussions
student notebooks 
Group reports and projects
Observation class work  



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES


	
1. Students will write definitions of geography terms used during all the year.
2. Students will use intermediate directions (NE, NW, SW, SE) 
3.  Recognize the continents and bodies of water on world maps and globes. 
4. Students will locate the prime meridian, the equator, the four hemispheres, the latitude lines, the longitude lines, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, and the Arctic and Antarctic Circles
5. Students will read different maps and  answer questions (using their atlases and other resources)
6. Students will be able to say the relative and absolute location of different places around the world.
7. They will represent physical features on maps
8. Students will answer to geographical trivia quizzes (concepts and location)
9. Students will give oral presentations about places around the world (their absolute location, landforms, physical and human characteristics)
10.  Apply team work skills in the development of projects (Tribes)

Social Studies and Art activity

Student will create three dimensional maps of landforms and geographic features 



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	· Social Studies notebook
· Atlas of World Geography
· Maps
· Construction paper
· Magazines
·  Internet
· Geography books
· Paper
· Teacher overhead projector
· Globe
· Markers, colored pencils
· Grid paper.
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