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	OVERVIEW : 
Social studies includes just about everything, it helps teaching reading, reasoning, math, science, art and imagination. Studying social studies helps children develop a sense of confidence in the world. They begin to grasp the interconnectedness of the physical and human world. Bodies of water, landforms, and climate have profound effects on plants and animals and on the ways people live. The elevation and the availability of water help determine what renewable resources are found on the land and where and how people live on it. They will also develop cooperative work skills (TRIBES).




	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Standard 2 - Knows the location of places, geographic features, and patterns of the environment.

4.2.1 Knows major physical and human features of places as they are represented on maps and globes (e.g.,capitals, largest cities, rivers, lakes, wetlands, land forms, recreation areas, historic sites)


4.2.2 Understands the spatial organization of places through such concepts as location, distance, direction, scale, movement, and region.

Standard 3 – Understands the physical and human characteristics of place.


4.3.1 Knows how the characteristics of places are shaped by physical and human processes (e.g., effects of agriculture on changing land use and vegetation; effects of   settlement on the building of roads; relationship of population distribution to land forms, climate, vegetation, or resources)

STANDARD 4 – Understands the concept of regions and how they can be described in terms of their physical and /or human characteristics.


4.4.1 Knows areas that can be classified as region according to the physical criteria      (e.g. landform regions,  water basins, vegetation regions, climate, regions and human criteria (e.g., political regions, population regions,  economic regions, language regions)


4.4.2 Knows the characteristics of a variety of regions (landform, climate, vegetation, shopping, housing ,manufacturing, religion, language)

4.4.3 Understands how regions change over time and the consequences of these changes (e.g., changes in population size or ethnic composition; construction of a new shopping center, a regional hospital, or a new  manufacturing plant; changes in transportation; changes in environmental conditions)


4.4.4 Knows the physical components of Earth's atmosphere (e.g., weather and climate), lithosphere e.g., land forms such as mountains, hills, plateaus, plains), hydrosphere (e.g., oceans, lakes, rivers), and biosphere (e.g., vegetation and biomes)

4.4.5 Understands how physical processes help to shape features and patterns on Earth's surface (e.g., the effects of climate and weather on vegetation, erosion and deposition on land forms, mud slides on hills)

4.4.6 Knows how Earth's position relative to the Sun affects events and conditions on Earth (e.g., how the tilt of  the Earth in relation to the Sun explains seasons in different locations on Earth, how the length of day    influences human activity in different regions of the world)


STANDARD 5 – Understands the patterns of economic interdependence and movement on Earth’s surface

4.5.1 Knows the various ways in which people satisfy their basic needs and wants through the production of goods and services in different regions of the world (e.g., growing food and shopping for food in a developing vs. a developed society, economic activities in a rural region vs. those in an urban region)


School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards) 

1. Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.
1. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.
1. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.
1. Students evaluate their own learning and personal growth based on reflection and self-correction




	Essential questions:
What are major geographical features of the
earth?

What impact do mountains have on climate?

How have people over time utilized resources
in mountain areas?

How do grids such as latitude and longitude
assist in finding locations on the earth?


How does geography influence the
Development of culture?

 What is the importance of maps being drawn  
  to scale?
	Expected language:

Absolute Advantage, Absolute, Location
Altitude, Ancient Beliefs, history, Benefits, Biome
Boundary, Capital ,Characteristics, Circle Graph
Citizen’s responsibilities and conduct Citizenship,
Climate, Community, Consume Continent ,Culture,
Ecosystems, Ethnicity, Grasslands, Global warming, and landforms

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	
Following instructions.
Social Studies Concepts. 
Team work.
Creativity.
World project.
Tests
Quizzes
photocopies
Neatness and completion of class work with maps.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	

1. Students will locate the prime meridian, the equator, the four hemispheres, the latitude lines, the longitude lines, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, and the Arctic and Antarctic Circles
2. Students will read different maps and  answer questions (using their atlases and other resources)
3. Students will be able to say the relative and absolute location of different places around the world.

4. They will represent physical features on maps
5. Students will answer to geographical trivia quizzes (concepts and location)
6. Students will give oral presentations about places around the world (their absolute location, landforms, physical and human characteristics)
7.  Apply team work skills in the development of projects (Tribes)

Social Studies and Art activity

Student will create and color  maps of landforms and geographic features.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	
· . Social Studies notebook
· Atlas of World Geography
· Maps
· Construction paper
· Magazines
·  Internet
· Geography books
· Paper
· Teacher overhead projector
· Globe
· Markers, colored pencils and crayons
             Grid paper.



Reflections  
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