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	OVERVIEW : This nine weeks, the students will be learning about different cultures and governments.  The students will specifically learn about Greece, China, Mexico, Egypt, Africa (as a general view), and the United States.  They will also be thinking about their own country while comparing and contrasting Colombia with the countries that they are learning about.  While learning about each country, the students will specifically be learning about each government and about democratic values.
 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
   
STANDARD 4 – Understands the concept of regions and how they can be described in terms of their physical and /or
human characteristics.
3.4.2 Understands how different people living in the same region maintain different ways of life
3.4.3 Knows the basic components of culture (e.g., language, social organization, beliefs and customs, forms of shelter, economic activities).

STANDARD 5 – Understands the patterns of economic interdependence and movement on Earth’s surface
3.5.1 Knows economic activities that use natural resources in the local region (e.g., agriculture, mining, fishing, forestry) and the importance of the activities to this area.

STANDARD 6 – Understands human-environment interactions and global development.
3.6.1 Knows how humans adapt to variations in the physical environment (e.g., choices of clothing, housing styles, agricultural practices, recreational activities, food, daily and seasonal patterns of life)
3.6.2 Knows the ways in which resources can be managed and why it is important to do so (e.g., soil conservation practices, recycling nonrenewable resources)


	Essential questions:

· What is culture?
· How are cultures around the world similar and different?
· How do different people adapt to the environment that they live in?
· How does the ecosystem that people live in affect how they live and work?
· What is a democracy?
	Expected language:
· Culture
· Language
· Religion
· Agriculture
· Shelter
· Resources
· Democracy
· Government
· Voting

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	
Making Comparisons
Graphic organizers
Class discussion and participation
Investigation review
Hands on activities
Small group activities
Posters
Maps
Quizzes


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

		Week 1:   April 16th – 20th 

Greek Culture
	· Greek pictures and information with a worksheet
· Map to identify where Greece is
· Youtube video on Greek dancing
· Discuss the birthplace of democracy
· Compare and contrast Colombia and Greece

	Week 2:   April 23rd – 27th 

Chinese Culture
	· Youtube video on Chinese culture
· Chinese worksheet with cultural information
· Map to identify where China is
· Compare and contrast Colombia and China
· Talk about Chinese government

	Week 3:   April 30th – May 4th 

Mexican Culture
	· Youtube video on Mexican culture
· Mexican worksheet with cultural information
· Map to identify where Mexico is
· Compare and contrast Colombia and Mexico
· Talk about Mexican government

	Week 4: May 7th – 11th

Egyptian Culture 
	· Youtube video on Egyptian culture
· Egyptian worksheet with cultural information
· Map to identify where Egypt is
· Compare and contrast Colombia and Egypt
· Talk about Egyptian government

	Week 5: May 14th – 18th

African Culture
	· Youtube video on African culture
· African worksheet with cultural information
· Map to identify where Africa is
· Compare and contrast Colombia and Africa
· Talk about African governments

	Week 6: May 21st – 25th

United States Culture
	· Youtube video on United States culture
· United States worksheet with cultural information
· Map to identify where United States is
· Compare and contrast Colombia and United States
· Talk about United States government

	Week 7: May 28th – June 1st

Compare/Contrast Cultures
	· Review information about different cultures that have been discussed
· Compare/contrast using Venn Diagrams
· Discuss different types of government—use a Venn Diagram

	Week 8: June 4th – 8th 

Democratic Ideas
	· Review which countries have a democracy and which do not
· Use a Venn Diagram comparing against democracy
· Write notes on democratic values

	Week 9: June 11th – 15th

Review of Year
	· Review cultures, geography, and democratic ideals from the year




	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	
Photocopies
Venn Diagrams
Maps
Poster board
Videos, internet, real photographs
Video beam
Construction paper, crayons, markers, glue, scissors, pencil
White paper
SmartBoard
YouTube



At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ______________

REFLECTIONS: We only covered about 50% of the curriculum because the school had so many holidays and special days on Fridays, so we missed a lot of Social Studies classes.  We finished longitude, latitude, and time zones.  We also had to extend the lessons of latitude and longitude because the students had difficulty with it.  Next year, I’m going to spend even more time on this difficult subject.  I introduced what culture is and we discussed it, but that is as far as we got.
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