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	OVERVIEW :  
In this unit, students will read, interpret and elaborate different kinds of maps and models. The will also understand and use geographic concepts, symbols, conventions and terms. In addition, they will develop cooperative work skills (TRIBES), and  democratic values.


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
Unit 1: Maps 

- What is a map? 

- Early maps 

- The Parts of a Map 

- Map Keys and Symbols 

- Map titles and labels 

- Kinds of maps: Physical maps, Elevation or contour maps, Political maps, Road maps, Historical maps, City maps, Product maps, Population maps.
Standard 1: Understands the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic tools and technologies.
Benchmarks:

-Recognize shapes from above. 

- Recognize shapes on a map. 

- Relate maps to pictures. 

- Find information in a picture. 

- Identify land and water on a globe or map. 

- Identify different kinds of maps 

- Identify parts of a map: key, title, symbols, compass, scale. 

- Use and make map symbols and legends. 

- Place labels and titles correctly on a map. 

- Use a variety of maps to find information. 

- Plan, design and create their own maps. 

Citizenship and Democratic Values (Throughout the school year): 

- Identify, use and support voting and majority rule as a method for making group decisions 

-Apply team work skills in the development of projects. 

- Recognize and appreciate the existence of ideas, life styles and cultures that are different from their own. 
    

	Essential questions:
What is a map?
What are maps used for?
Where do we find maps?
What are the different kinds of maps?
Are maps used in daily life?
	Expected language:
Symbols

Map keys
Compass rose
Legend
Scale
Population
Products


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 

	· Observation class work  (Groups)
· Quizzes  
· Group projects
· Unit progress exam


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

	Week 1 What is a map?
· Introduction
· Examples
· Photocopy
· Group Activity (Community Circle) Inclusion
Week 2 Parts of a map
· Introduce ( Title, keys, compass, scale)
· Examples
· Photocopy  (label the map)
Week 3  Map keys and Symbols
· Introduce different symbols
· Examples
· Make your own  symbols (Activity)
· Symbols at school (Group)
Week 4  Map titles and labels
· Introduction
· Examples
·  Practice (Label the maps)
Week 5 Kinds of maps
· Introduction physical maps
· Examples
· Atlas Activity (Photocopy)
Week 6 Elevation or contour maps
· Introduction
· Examples
·  Atlas activity
· Group project
Week 7 Political maps
· Introduction
· Examples
· Research (Internet) Computer Class
· Group work
Week 8 Historical maps
· Introduction
· Examples
· Activity (identifying maps)
· Group Activity
Week 9  Road and City Maps
· Introduction
· Examples
· Group work ( city maps)
· Design activity  (Group work)
Week 10 Products and Population maps
· Introduction
· Examples
· Research (internet) Computers class
· Unit 1 test


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Maps
Atlas 
Magazines
Internet
Computers
Geography books



At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed __70%____
REFLECTIONS:  About 70% of this unit plan was taught this nine weeks.  Unfortunately, Social Studies is only taught once a week, and it is on a Friday this year.  Any special events or holidays are usually on Fridays, so we missed about 4 Fridays this quarter.  Luckily, the students were taught about maps last year in second grade, so they knew a lot of the basics of maps, like the purpose of a map, what a map key is, and what map symbols are.  I introduced and discussed different types of maps, such as contour maps, physical maps, population maps, and political maps, but we did not have time to cover each map in an in-depth manner.
