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OVERVIEW: This term is a continuation from the previous term, with the focus of geography becoming more large scale.  Having learned about directions and maps, students will continue practice in these skills but apply them more globally.  We will learn about Colombia, understand connections with neighboring countries and get a sense of place in that world.  They will also learn about land forms and differentiate between human landscapes, such as cities, and natural landscapes.


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

		2.1.1 Knows the basic elements of maps : title, map key (legend), and compass rose. 

2.2.2 Knows the absolute and relative location of a community and places within it (e.g., parks, stores, landmarks) 


	2.3.1 Knows the physical and human characteristics of the local community (e.g., neighbourhoods, schools, parks, creeks, shopping areas, airports, museums, sports stadiums, hospitals) 

2.3.2 Knows that places can be defined in terms of their predominant human and physical characteristics (e.g., rural, urban, forest, desert; or by types of land forms, vegetation, water bodies, climate) 

2.4.1 Knows the basic components of culture (e.g., language, social organization, beliefs and customs, forms of shelter, economic activities, education systems

2.5.2 Understands why people choose to settle in different places (e.g., job opportunities, available land, climate.

2.6.1 Knows ways in which people depend on the physical environment (e.g., food, clean air, water, mineral resources) 

2.6.2 Knows how humans adapt to variations in the physical environment (e.g., choices of clothing, housing styles, agricultural practices, recreational activities, food, daily and seasonal patterns of life)


	
School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)

Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.

Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.

Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.










	
Essential questions: 
How do I read an atlas?  
What do the symbols mean on a map?  What different kinds of landscapes are there?  
How does the type of landscape affect people, city growth and settlement?

	
Expected language: country, legend, atlas, key, scale, model, map, settle, community, longitude, latitude, hemisphere, poles, continent, mountain, plain, river, lake, forest, ocean, valley

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	
· Project: make a map of South America and show both Colombia and Armenia especially.
· Quiz: map information such as mountain, river, city, scale etc identification
· Quiz: countries, languages and cultures


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	
- Make simple maps of geographic areas such as countries, or specific regions 
- Discuss identifying features on a map, practice identifying.  (Social Studies  p. 124-127)
- Make models that identify different features such as mountains, rivers, valleys, planes etc. 
- Measure distance and estimate distances in kilometres, meters and centimetres. 
- Convert cm to m and m to km 
- Identify globe features: hemispheres, poles, equator line and longitude and latitude lines. 
- Locate our country on the globe. 
- Discuss early founding of South/North America.  (Social Studies p. 166-169)
- Describe seasons and different climates. 
- Explore the atlas. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Atlases
Globes
Contour map (Gonzalo)
Social Studies (Harcourt Brace)
Scholastic Success Resource Book
Internet sources



At the end of unit:

Reflections:
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