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OVERVIEW : This unit focuses on all living things in the environment and how they can be classified as living and nonliving.  Unlike nonliving objects, living organisms grow and change and have basic needs.  Also, it includes how different areas have places where plants and animals find the things they need, such as food, water and shelter. 


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

2.4.1 Knows that plants and animals closely resemble their parents
2.5.1 Organisms have basic needs.  For example, animals need air, water and food; plants require water, air, nutrients and light.  Organisms can survive only in environments in which their needs can be met.  The world has many different environments and distinct environments support the life of different types or organisms.
2.6.1 All animals depend on plants.  Some animals eat plants for food.  Other animals eat animals that eat plants.
2.6.2 An organism’s patterns of behavior are related to the nature of that organism’s environment, including the kinds and numbers of other organisms present, the availability of food and resources, and the physical characteristics of the environment.  

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards) See Appendix C in Guidelines Document

1. Students communicate with clarity, purpose and understanding of audience in both Spanish and English.
2. Students manage and evaluate their behavior as group members.
    

	
Essential questions: 
1. What are reptiles, amphibians and fish?
2. What are some animal life cycles?
3. What is an environment?

	
Expected language: mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, life cycle, tadpole, environment, habitat and adapt

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	
· Observations of experiments
· Class discussion & observation
· Chapter 2 Test
· Science Project
· Reading Support Pages p14-17

	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	
· Reading text, class discussion
· Classify animals experiment
· Life cycle picture cards
· Notes in class
· Reading Support pages


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	
HSP Textbook
Reading Support 
Assessment Guide
Animal picture cards
Life cycle picture cards




At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________

REFLECTIONS: 
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