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	OVERVIEW: This unit focuses on relationships, rules and responsibilities in the school and the community. Within the school students will identify authority figures and follow rules and responsibilities. They will learn about and implement voting and majority rule as a method for making decisions. Within the community, students will identify different facilities and describe the activities of community helpers. Students will also be introduced to maps, where they will be able to identify and use cardinal directions in simple maps. As well, students will be able to identify and interpret signs and symbols on the streets.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
  
Standard 2 – Understands the physical and human characteristics of place
1.2.1 Knows the physical and human characteristics of their community

Standard 4 – Understands the sources, purposes, and functions of law, and the importance of the rule of law, for the protection of individual rights and the common good
1.4.1 Knows how to share according to his/her abilities and the needs of others
1.4.2 Knows that families, communities, and organizations need to establish and abide by rules
1.4.3 Knows that corrective justice deals with how to make things right when a wrong or injury has occurred

Standard 5 – Understands the importance of sharing and supporting certain values, beliefs, and principles of constitutional democracy
1.5.1 Understands that members of families, schools, and communities in general need to respect and help each other develop
1.5.2 Understands that there are rules and laws needed for communities to live and work together
1.5.3 Understands the possible consequences of not following a rule

Standard 8 – Understands the importance of political leadership, public service and a knowledgeable citizenry in constitutional democracy
1.8.1 Knows that a good leader puts the interests of the group ahead of personal interests


	Essential questions:

Why is it important to follow majority rule and not just one person when making group decisions?

Why do you think there are consequences when we do not follow the rules?

List community helpers. How do these people help the community that we live in?


	Expected language:

Vote
Majority rule
Group decision
Ballot
Authority
Rule
Responsibility
Respect
National anthem
Community helpers


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	
Verbal and written assessments:
Formative and summative assessments:

Design poster showing words that describe good manners and consideration for other

Go for a walk around the school identifying the different people who work there

Have a formal vote with ballots about a classroom issue

Have community helpers come to the classroom and talk with the students



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Students will:
-use and support voting and majority rule
-identify the staff members in positions of authority
-follow classroom rules and responsibilities
-Sing the national anthem to show respect for their country
-Identify community facilities in the neighborhood
-Describe the activity of different community helpers
-Write a “When I Grow Up” book


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Poster paper
-Colored pencils
-voting ballots and box
-community helper books
-Community helper videos
-Community guests




At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed 100%

REFLECTIONS: This term we worked on 2 themes (democracy and community).  Due to scheduling constraints it is difficult to cover two themes.  I would like to cover one theme per term.  Covering one theme per term will allow us to have more meaningful lessons and have end of the term projects.  For the next term we would like to change the unit plans to focus only maps. Maps are not part of our Standards and Benchmarks.  We would like to work with the curriculum director to write Standards and Benchmarks for Social Studies for the following year.
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