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	OVERVIEW : Earth is composed of land, water, and a surrounding atmosphere.  Earth’s surface is made up of different types of materials, such as soil, and rocks.  These and other natural resources must be protected.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

 EARTH AND SPACE STANDARDS  
Standard 1:  Understands Atmospheric and the Water Cycle. 
1.1.1 Knows that some events in nature have a repeating pattern. The weather changes some 
from day to day, but things such as temperature and rain tend to be high, low, or medium in 
the same months of the year. 
1.1.2 Knows that the sun warms the land, air and water. 
1.1.3 Knows that water can be a liquid or a solid and can be made to change from one form to the 
other, but the amount of water stays the same. 
1.1.4 Understands that change is something that happens to many things. 
Standards 2 : Understands Earth` s Compositions and Structure. 
1.2.1 Knows that objects can be described in terms of the materials the are made of (clay, cloth, 
paper) and their physical properties (color, size, shape, weight, texture, flexibility). 
1.2.2 Knows that chunks of rocks come in many sizes and shapes, from boulders to grains and 
even smaller. 
1.2.3 Knows that Earth materials consist of solid rocks, soils, liquid water, and the gases of the 
atmosphere. 
1.2.4 Knows that  things can be done to materials to change some of their properties, but not all 
materials respond the same way to what is done to them. 
.


	Essential questions:
What are some kinds of land?

What are some kinds of water?

How does earth change?

What are natural resources?

What can we observe about rocks and soil?

How can we protect natural resources?


	Expected language:

__________ is a land form.

Mountain, hill, valley, plain, beach

_________ is a water form.
Stream, river, lake, ocean

__________ changes the earth.

Flood, drought, erosion

_________ is a natural resource.

Rocks, soil, water, animals, land, air

I observe ___________

Rocks, soil, humus, adjectives to describe rocks and soil related to color, size, shape and texture

We can protect natural resources by _____

Pollution, reduce, reuse, recycle

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	-Students will be able to recreate diagrams of land/water forms

-Students will be able to draw diagrams of land/water forms



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Kinds of Land

   -Write comparisons of landforms

Kinds of Water

   -Water poem

   -Paint different water forms

   -Moving Water demonstration

Earth Changes

    -Model Erosion
    -Model Flooding

Observing Rocks

    -Classify Rocks

Protecting Natural Resources

    -Reuse an Egg Carton

    -Observe and record an experiment “What happens to Trash?”


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	-paint

-paper

-Variety of rocks

-magnifying glasses

-science journal

-egg cartons

-aluminum trays

-rocks

-measuring cup

-soil

-banana peels, apple cores

-trash




At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed 100%
REFLECTIONS: This term the students have shown a genuine interest and love for science.  This quarter we modeled for investigations and the students are therefore more engaged.  Also part of this quarter was used to complete science projects.  The students worked in groups and presented.  For the following quarter we will continue to do more investigations.
