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	OVERVIEW: We will look at the United States at the dawn of the century.  By the end of World War II America was a world power.  We will trace that rise beginning with America’s involvement in the First World War.  We will study the boom of the 1920s and how it led to the Great Depression.  We will study the growing rivalry with Japan and look at America’s entry into World War II.  Finally we will learn about the beginning of the Cold War

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Understand the causes of America’s entry into WWI and how it affected the outcome.
Understand its involvement in the Versailles treaty and why the US Senate ultimately rejected ratifying it

Understand America’s prosperity in the 1920s and how its excesses led to the Great Depression

Study life during the Great Depression and how President Roosevelt issued the New Deal to try and lift up the American economy.

Understand America’s growing rivalry with Japan and its attempts to remain out of the war in Europe

Understand the reasons why the United States won the war and why it was not able to agree on a peace with the Soviet Union

Understand the causes of the Cold War
School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines 
Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.
   

	Essential questions:

Why did the United States did drawn in to World War I?
What were Wilson’s Fourteen Points and why did the US Senate reject the Versailles Treaty?

Why did America’s economy boom during the 1920’s?  

What caused the stock market crash and how did Roosevelt respond to the Crisis when he was elected?

Why did the rivalry with Japan lead to the attack at Pearl Harbor?

How did the end of WWII lead to a falling out between the US and the USSR?
	Expected language:

militarism, nationalism, fourteen points, Versailles Treaty, post-war boom, Jazz Age, stock market, Depression, New Deal, imperialism, Fascism, communism,  lend lease, total war, the Big Three, Cold War


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	A variety of assessment questions, charts and diagrams about in class readings and lectures taken from “The American Journey” text book

- Various mapping activities related to US and World geography

- Short answer questions about lecture topics
- various group and paired activities for lesson re-enforcement

- tests/ quizzes

- 1920s magazine project


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Weekly reading questions: Students will be assigned reading and will have to answer various questions from the text to demonstrate understanding of important concepts.

Weekly vocabulary activities: Students will have to define various historically important words and terms, as well as use them in context to demonstrate and re-enforce understanding.

Paired activities: students will be asked to do in class work with partners

Mapping activities: Students will be creating maps of the US and world during different historical periods, which will further improve students skills in geography as well a helping the student understand how the world has changed politically over the past 150 years.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	he American Journey  (The American Journey, 2007)

Outline Map Resource Book (Glencoe / McGraw Hill)

Geography Activities (Holt, Rinehart and Winston)

“The American Journey” teacher’s materials 

You Tube (various instructional videos)

 


At the end of unit:

Third quarter went very well.  The students expressed an interest in learning more of the cultural aspects of the United States so several times lessons were tailored to fit that desire.  The test scores were poor for many of them because they were significantly challenged in the realm of critical thinking.  For example, during the Industrial Revolution and the Gilded Age we studied political cartoons and they were asked to write an essay on one during the quarter test.   The students who participated throughout the quarter and who made an effort to benefit from the learning process were the ones who excelled.  This quarter I plan on adding more creative projects while at the same time continuing to teach them how to properly research and analyze a topic. 

