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	OVERVIEW : context, significance and  theme of the unit
Students will focus on the causes of the Civil War and the Reconstruction that followed.  We will also look at the Industrial Revolution and the emergence of the Robber Barons

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
Understands how slavery shaped social and economic life in the South after 1800 

Understands the major events and issues that promoted sectional conflicts and strained national cohesiveness in the antebellum period 

Understands the major characteristics of the abolition movement in the antebellum period (e.g., different viewpoints within the abolitionist movement, arguments of those opposed to and those who supported slavery, the Underground Railroad) 
Understands the economic, social, and cultural differences between the North and South 

Understands events that fueled the political and sectional conflicts over slavery and ultimately polarized the North and the South 
Understands the effect of differing Reconstruction policies and how they were perceived (e.g., plans advocated by President Lincoln, Congressional leaders, and President Johnson; the Compromise of 1877; different perspectives on the effectiveness of the Reconstruction amendments) 

Understands changes in social relations in the South during Reconstruction 

Understands influences on business and industry in the 19th century 

Understands interaction between Native Americans and white society 

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document
    Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.



	Essential questions:
How did the Union struggle with the issue of slavery?

What were the causes of the secession of the Southern States?

What were the strengths and weaknesses of both sides?

What were the policies of the federal government during Reconstruction?

What was the Gilded Age?

How did Westward migration affect the American Indians?
	Expected language:
states’ rights, westward expansion, slavery, abolition, compromise, popular sovereignty, carpet baggers, Ironclads, Industrial Revolution, Indian Wars, railroad, impeachment, underground railroad, Harriet Tubman, immigration, Irish Potato famine


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	A variety of assessment questions, charts and diagrams about in class readings and lectures taken from “The American Journey” text book

- Various mapping activities related to US and World geography

- Short answer questions about lecture topics
- various group and paired activities for lesson re-enforcement

- tests/ quizzes
- document based essay



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Weekly reading questions: Students will be assigned reading and will have to answer various questions from the text to demonstrate understanding of important concepts.

Weekly vocabulary activities: Students will have to define various historically important words and terms, as well as use them in context to demonstrate and re-enforce understanding.

Paired activities: students will be asked to do in class work with partners

Mapping activities: Students will be creating maps of the US and world during different historical periods, which will further improve students skills in geography as well a helping the student understand how the world has changed politically over the past 150 years.
Debates over various controversial topics

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	The American Journey  (The American Journey, 2007)

Outline Map Resource Book (Glencoe / McGraw Hill)

Geography Activities (Holt, Rinehart and Winston)

“The American Journey” teacher’s materials 

You Tube (various instructional videos)

Various news articles about US chosen as events dictate


US History Reflection
At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed _____90%______
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.


Third quarter went very well.  The students expressed an interest in learning more of the cultural aspects of the United States so several times lessons were tailored to fit that desire.  The test scores were poor for many of them because they were significantly challenged in the realm of critical thinking.  For example, during the Industrial Revolution and the Gilded Age we studied political cartoons and they were asked to write an essay on one during the quarter test.   The students who participated throughout the quarter and who made an effort to benefit from the learning process were the ones who excelled.  
