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	OVERVIEW : In the first chapter students will focus on how archeologists learn about prehistoric peoples, how historians search for clues in written records, and how human society developed. Students will also investigate how the geography of a land contributed to the development of cities. 

In the second chapter, students will focus on the rise of civilization in the Fertile Crescent. They will explore how ideas, values, religious beliefs, and inventions developed and will learn  how certain concepts and beliefs have shaped our world.  

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Standard 6.1 - Understands the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic tools and technologies.

6.1.2 Uses thematic maps (e.g., patterns of population, disease, economic features, rainfall, vegetation.

Standard 6.2 - Understands the physical and human characteristics of place

6.2.1 Knows the human characteristics of places (e.g., cultural characteristics such as religion, language, politics, technology, family structure, gender; population characteristics; land uses; levels of development.

6.2.2 Knows the physical characteristics of places (e.g., soils, land forms, vegetation, wildlife, climate, natural hazards).

Standard 6. 4-  Understands the biological and cultural processes that shaped the earliest human communities

6.4.3 Understands early hominid development and scientific methods used to determine the dates and evolution of different human communities (e.g., methods employed by archaeologists, geologists, and anthropologists to study hominid evolution; the approximate chronology, sequence, and territorial range of early hominid evolution in Africa from the Australopithecines to Homo erectus.

6.4.4 Understands the role of the environment in the development of different human communities (e.g., current and past theories regarding the emergence of Homo sapiens and the processes by which human groups populated the major world regions; how environmental conditions in the last Ice Age possibly affected changes in the economy, culture, and organization of human communities

Standard 6.5 - Understands the processes that contributed to emergence of a agricultural societies around the world

6.5.1 Understands the role of agriculture in early settled communities (e.g., how archaeological evidence explains the technology, social organization, and cultural life of settled farming communities in Southwest Asia; differences between wild and domestic plants and animals; how patterns of settlement were influenced by agricultural practices).

6.5.3 Understands immediate and long-term impacts and influences of early agricultural communities (e.g., areas in Southwest Asia and the Nile valley where early farming communities first appeared, the effect of new tools and other objects on early farming settlements, whether fishing was considered a nomadic or agricultural way of life)

Standard 6.6 - Understands the major characteristics of civilization and the development of civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt and the Indus valley

6.6.1 Understands influences on the development of various civilizations in the 4th and 3rd millennia BCE (e.g., how the natural environment of the Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus Valleys shaped the early development of civilization; different characteristics of urban development in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley)

6.6.3 Understands how economic, political, and environmental factors influenced the civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley (e.g., the impact of trade networks connecting various regions of Southwest Asia on Mesopotamian civilization; the importance of commercial, cultural, and political connections between Egypt and peoples of Nubia along the upper Nile; how geography and climate affected trade in the Nile Valley.

6.6.4 Understands environmental and cultural factors that shaped the development of Mesopotamia, Egypt and the Indus Valley (e.g., development of religious and ethical belief systems and how they legitimized political and social order.

Standard 6.10 - Understands technological and cultural innovation and change from 1000 to 600 BCE

6.10.1 Understands patterns of Phoenician political organization, culture, and trade in the Mediterranean basin (e.g., dominant trade routes, traded goods of major Phoenician port cities such as Carthage)

Understands elements of Judaism and how it compares to other religions (e.g., the differences between Jewish monotheism and the polytheism of Southwest Asia, the ethical teachings of Judaism illustrated in stories from the Hebrew Scriptures, the major events in the early history of Judaism through the Babylonian Captivity.
School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document
Learning- to- learn skills

1. Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.

2. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.

Expanding and integrating knowledge

1. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.

2. Students demonstrate knowledge in technology and apply it for completing tasks and expanding knowledge.

Communication skills

1. Students communicate with clarity, purpose and understanding of audience in both Spanish and English

2. Students integrate the use of a variety of communication forms and use a wide range of communication skills.
3. Students recognize, analyze and evaluate various forms of communication.
4. Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.
5. Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.
Thinking and reasoning skills

1. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience

2. Students generate new and creative ideas by taking considered risks in a variety of contexts.
Social and emotional development 

1. Students work with others in a variety of situations to set and achieve goals and establish productive relationships based on respect, tolerance and solidarity

2. Students manage disagreement and conflict in a peaceful and constructive manner and act in favor of well-being.

Personal and social responsibility

1. Students demonstrate empathy, respect and tolerance for others, understand, and appreciate the diversity and interdependence of all people and cultures
    

	Essential questions:
-What methods do people use today to try to understand cultures of the past?

-How did physical geography affect the growth of ancient civilizations?

-How did physical geography affect the growth of ancient civilizations?

-What accomplishments are each civilization known for?
-Why do we need to know the location of the countries of the world?

	Expected language:

-History

-prehistory

-Archeologist

- Oral Tradition

- Identity

- Geography

-Ancestors

-nomads

-Irrigation

-Surplus

-Artisan

-Civilization

-Social Class

-Fertile

-Domesticate

-Time line


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	-Review section quizzes

-Writing assignments

-Oral presentations

-Tests
-Map quizzes

	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	-Mapping activities ( locate countries and capitals on the map)
- Writing activities ( summaries and analysis of folk tales)

-Journal writing

-Oral presentation ( telling a family tradition)

-discussions

-Picture analysis

-Making murals

-Internet and book research

-Reading sections

-Drawing

-Role play

-Design graphic organizers, time lines and bulletin boards

- Create a real estate ad
-Daily Oral Geography warm-ups

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	-Maps

-Internet

-The Ancient World textbooks

-Transparencies

-Reference books

-Dictionaries

-Art supplies ( construction paper, paint, markers, pictures, magazines, etc)


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ________90%___

REFLECTIONS:
 I was able to teach all of my planned objectives, but there were a couple of activities that I didn’t get to due to time constrains.  These were the role plays and telling a family oral tradition.  

The students were engaged and learning throughout the unit, but the text is very hard for them to comprehend without significant scaffolding.  I believe this is part of what made it difficult to cover all of my planned curriculum.  I had anticipated that some of the text could be read independently or with partners, but that was not a possibility.  When the kids did read independently, they would skip the text without truly understanding.  

Another thing I noticed during this unit is that a large number of students failed the course (10 out of 49).  I have been reflecting on why this may be the case and have noticed a trend in the failing students.  These students are did not do (or just never turned in) a significant amount of work.  These same students did poorly on the exams and quizzes.  I think I need to work on study skills and responsibility in the next quarter. 

One complaint I have is not having all of the teacher’s resources that go with the text book.  I feel looking into a new series in the near future would be beneficial.  

After receiving a full class set of atlas’ our daily geography warm up became a much more meaningful activity.

