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	OVERVIEW: This unit is about the basic structure of life, and how life is classified by scientists.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

STANDARD 5 - Understands the structure and function of cells and organisms

Knows the current cell theory.  (All living things are made of cells, the

fundamental units of life, all cells come from other cells.)
Knows that cells convert food into energy to sustain life.
Knows the levels of organization: cells, tissues, organs, organ systems,

organisms, ecosystems.
Understands the variety of responses in plants and animals to different stimuli,

and how it happens as a product of evolution.
   

	Essential questions:

What is the basic unit of life?

How do we organize all the different types of animals and plants?


	Expected language:



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Quizzes and Exams, grading notebooks, homework, note-taking, and warmups.  Multiple small labs, creative projects.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	They will practice reading out loud to improve scientific pronunciation, write short answer questions to help develop professional writing skills.  In labs they will be making recycled paper, writing dichotomous keys, and watching bacteria grow in dairy products.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
