	[image: image1.png]



	GI SCHOOL
	SGC-GI- F77

	
	UNIT PLAN

2010-2011
	v. 03

	
	
	August 2010


Subject (s):
Science

Grade: 6

Term: 3
Name / Theme or Unit: Earth – Third Rock From The Sun
Time Frame: 9 weeks 
Submitted by: Erika Meisel

	OVERVIEW:  This unit will focus on Earth´s materials and resources.  The students will understand the process involved in the rock cycle and how rocks contain evidence of the minerals they were created from.  It will also focus on the atmosphere, weather, and climate.
Off curriculum the students will be participating in the science fair.  This will be 50% of their  term grade, and accordingly much time in class will be dedicated to it.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks: 

STANDARD 2 - Understands Earth's composition and structure


Knows the process involved in the rock cycle.


Knows how rocks contain evidence of the minerals that created them.

STANDARD 1 - Understands atmospheric processes and the water cycle


Knows the composition and structure of the atmosphere.


Knows how the Sun affects the wind, water cycle, plant growth, etc…


Knows what factors can affect climate.


Understand how the tilt and revolutions of the Earth affect weather.

   

	Essential questions:
Where do rocks come from?
Where does weather come from?


	Expected language:



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Interactive notebooks will be used to monitor daily activities as well as to organize concept learning and ideas.  

Each unit will be completed with a 5 paragraph reflective essay answering one of the main essential questions for the unit.  Paragraph will include thesis, supporting ideas, and conclusion.

A science project investigation will be developed during the term and a written report will be handed-in at the end.

Units will end with a written exam.



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Possible learning activities:
· Classifying rocks

· Making barometers

· Powerpoints about how weather all begins from the sun.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	


At the end of unit:

SCIENCE:

  We covered approximately 85% by the end of the term and are finishing the final projects during these two weeks before Semana Santa.  The students really seemed to enjoy this unit more than the units on physics or chemistry.  Which is a surprise to me, because really we are just studying rocks, but I supposed it is much more of a concrete science.  Physics and chemistry are very abstract, so I suppose they enjoyed it becuase they could grasp it easier.  

