	[image: image1.jpg]



	GI SCHOOL
	SGC-GI- F77

	
	UNIT PLAN


	v. 03

	
	
	August 2010


Subject (s):     English                                      Grade:       7/8             Term:   
Name / Theme or Unit: Indian in the Cupboard
Time Frame: 3-4 weeks
Submitted by: English Dept.
	OVERVIEW :  Some tudents will know how the culture of Indians effects the actions in the story.  They will identify an example of each type of text structure. Infer what life changes/lessons the main characters may have learned.  Understand the background information on the French and Indian War. Most students will identify the themes of the story. They will understand the cause and effect of the cupboard on the main characters’ lives. They will compare and contrast the main characters. This would include the boys Omri and Patrick, as well as the Indian and Cowboy. Use context clues to help define unfamiliar vocabulary. All students will know that the author’s purpose is for entertainment. They will retell the main idea of the boys bringing the toys to life and later return them to plastic. They will list supporting details by listing the toys brought to life.  The will recognize that the cowboy and Indian didn’t like each other, but later became friends.

tc "Some Students will know"

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks
7.1 Identify idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes and practice using them in your own writing

7.2 Clarify word meanings through the use of definition, example, restatement, contrast, and context clues.
7.5 Read with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech
7.6 Distinguish between the concepts of theme in a literary work and the author’s purpose
7.7 Interpret and analyze character traits, emotions, and actions to make inferences supporting evidence about motives or events in a story
7.8 Identify events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action(s) or foreshadows future action(s)
7.9 Introduce literary terms (alliteration, onomatopoeia, internal rhyme, and rhyme scheme, simile, metaphor, personification, and hyperbole)

7.10 Identify and analyze similarities and differences in traditional literature from different genres and cultures
7.11 Distinguish between statements of fact and statements of opinion
7.12 Distinguish between relevant information which supports the main idea of a selection and information which is irrelevant

7.13 Analyze characterization through a character's thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator's description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters.

7.14 Identify and analyze recurring themes across works (e.g., the value of bravery, loyalty, and friendship; the effects of loneliness).

7.15 Understand the purpose and use of point of view, 1st and third person perspectives

7.18 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to organize writing. 

7.19 Identify topics of interest for research; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research.

7.20 Give credit for sources used in research work through a resource page

7.21 Revise writing to improve organization and word choice after checking the logic of the ideas and the precision of the vocabulary.

7.23 Write responses to literature that demonstrate comprehension.

7.24 Write a research report on a topic of interest that presents clear and accurate perspectives on the subject and documented resources.



	Essential questions:

1. How does literature reflect society at the time? 
2. What is different about historical fiction? What are essential elements?

3. What is the purpose of predicting and infering?

	Expected language:

Iroquois Indians, The French and Indian War, 

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Literary Interview.  In pairs, one student pretends to be a character in the story.  The other student plays the role of an interviewer.  As partners, create meaningful questions and appropriate responses that provide insights into the characters' life and personality.  Complete the interview in front of the class.
Optional Research

Research: The French and Indian War

American West of 1800's

Iroquois Nation

Show your findings in an oral presentation.
Learn More About the Iroquois

Little Bear was an Iroquois Indian, the son of a chief. He told Omri that he lived in a longhouse not a teepee and that his tribe fought on the side of the English against the French. Learn more about the Iroquois. Where did they live? Describe their lifestyle and customs. Who were their enemies? Why were they called “The Five Nations”?

You may choose to have this research done in small groups and have expectations and objectives such as:images

1. Written report with references sited

2. Oral presentation using note cards with facts

3. Construct on longhouse

4. Draw and color a map of the Iroquois land

5. Make a costume similar to what the Iroquois wore
Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k12/articles/70826.aspx#ixzz1QZgdZJ5C
Online assessment options: has printable and online versions of reading comprehension quizzes for the various sections of the book

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/reading63/indian.htm


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Introducing the Book Activities

Background
1. Familiarize students with elements and history that will come up in the story
Indians
1.  Have students research the Iroquois Indians and the time period of  the French-Indian War.  Use a map locate where this took place in the United States.
http://www.peace4turtleisland.org/pages/longhouse.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/iroquois_kids.htm
http://www.mce.k12tn.net/indians/reports1/iroquois.htm
The French and Indian War
http://www.kidport.com/RefLIb/UsaHistory/FrenchIndian/FrenIndWar.htm

Major Theme: Family, honor, loyalty, courage, decision-making, and unselfish love

Summary:

Omri receives an old cupboard with a key as a birthday present.  He also receives a second hand plastic Indian.  As he places the Indian in the cupboard, the Indian mysteriously and magically comes to life.  Omri develops a secret relationship with the Indian which creates a feeling of respect and appreciation.  He also works to develop a better understanding of the differences in people.
  2.  Do a survey with the students to see what books they have read in which toys or other objects came to life.  Have the students write a special toy's secret life and share it with the class. (can be made up or true!)

3.  Discuss with the students what it means to be responsible for taking care of another person. Have them brainstorm a list of ideas and tasks and what would be involved. Do it for different types of people - grandmother, baby, movie star, etc.
Discussion Guide for reading (in file)
Activities to Use While Reading the Book:
   1.  Collect a box of old keys and have the students select a key and write about why they think their key is the magic one.
2.  Have students create a poster advertisement to sell the cupboard and the key from the story.
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 3.  Divide the class into cooperate groups of cowboys and indians.  Let students debate the stereotypes given to cowboys and indians in television, movies, and history books.

4. Create a series of mystery bags with things like feathers or plastic indians or cowboys in them.  For example, tell the children they woke up and found the object in their bag laying by the cupboard.   What happened?

 5.  Use a Venn Diagram to compare Omri and Patrick.

Watch the Movie
For planning purposes, The Indian in the Cupboard movie is 98 minutes long. After your students have seen the movie, ask them to write at least ten things that are different between the movie and the book. Discuss the answers when writing is completed.

Here are some examples:

    The family in the movie does not live in England.

    Little Bear does not have a horse in the movie.

    Little Bear kills a miniature deer in the movie.

    In the movie, Omri puts several plastic figures (Star Wars characters, dinosaur, etc.) in the cabinet at once and the ruckus they cause makes him quickly turn them back to plastic.

    The Indian speaks better English in the movie.

    Omri kicks the rat, which is in a plastic exercise ball, down the stairs in the movie.

    A bully in the movie steals Omri’s money.

    Boone, the cowboy, swears in the movie.

    In the movie, the Patrick showed the teacher the figures but the Indian and the cowboy acted stiff like plastic.

    In the movie, Little Bear chose not to have a wife.
It's Game Time!

Materials and Preparation:

Collect the papers written by the students in the above activity. Use the papers to assemble statements for a team game. For example: 1. The family lived in England. 2.Little Bear did not have a wife. 3.The cowboy cried a lot. 4.Omri was reading Stuart Little Answers: 1.Book 2.Movie.3.Both 4. Movie

Divide the class into two teams. Flip a coin to see which team starts the comprehension game. Read a statement about The Indian in the Cupboard to the first player on the starting team. That player must answer whether it is from the movie or the book or both. Keep score to see which team has the most correct answers.

Postcard

Materials:
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Imagine the differences that Little Bear and Boone see in Omri’s world compared to their own. Instruct the students to choose either Boone or Little Bear to do this activity. Remember that Boone came from a western town in 1889 and Little Bear lived in New England/Northern New York area around 1761. Students should make a short list of the most dramatic differences that their chosen character would find in Omri’s world. We did not see cell phones or video games at Omri's house but they were watching movies on television. Focus on what the miniature men saw at Omri's not in the student's home. Then students should use one side of the card to write a postcard, in the voice of their character, to send back home. Draw a stamp and add an address like a postcard would have. Students should draw/decorate the front side with a picture of one or several items from Omri’s world.
The Indian in the Cupboard activities for your classroom will help to enhance the book unit. As a culminating activity, watch the movie and compare and contrast the book with the movie. Then play a game with the information you have gathered.

Extension or Alternative Assessment
Individual Project: What's in Your Cupboard?
This project may be done at home or in time allotted in class. You may want to team up with the art teacher to work together on this assignment.

Assignment:
Make a cupboard. Decide what you will put in it to transform to a living thing. Write a story/ account of what happens when this item comes to life. It does not have to be plastic, as it was in the book, but it must fit in the cupboard. Examples might be: toy dinosaur, stuffed animal, doll, toy car, toy robot, etc.)

Materials:
If you are working on the project at school, students should be given a few days to bring in a box/container of some sort to create a cupboard.

The students can keep the item for the cupboard at home. Encourage them to keep the item a secret so there won’t be a lot ofthumbnail.aspxduplicates in the room. Creativity counts!
Writing:

The writing part of the assignment should be in story form. Give the assignment a minimum length according to the abilities of your students. Use this part of the project for your assessment. Start with a rough draft and end with a final copy.
Oral Presentation:

When projects are complete, individual students will do presentations to the entire class: open their cupboard to show the item inside and read the story about what happens when the item comes to life.

As the activities continue for this novel study, The Indian in the Cupboard lessons will have your students doing research on Iroquois Indians. This could be done in small groups. Then individual projects will be done with students creating cupboards and deciding on an object to place inside the cupboard. What will happen when the item comes to life?
Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/70826.aspx#ixzz1QZgRtM7z



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Class set of novels, supplemental files on CD


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
