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	OVERVIEW : Students will use various literary formats from stories, movies, and dialogue to understand the elements of a story and how they work together. Activities will involve cross-curriculum topics to help the students develop background information for the story through computer research activities. Students will see that information from various areas can help them to develop better reading comprehension and higher level critical thinking skills.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
1. Conduct information searches using computer networks Write relevant questions [Writing Applications Standard 2.3]. 

2. Write responses to literature that develop interpretations [Writing Applications Standard 2.2]. 

3. Write a persuasive composition [Writing Applications Standard 2.4]. 

4. Read and understand grade-level-appropriate material [Reading Comprehension 2.1]
5. 7.2.1.4 Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research. 
6. 7.2.1.5 Give credit for both quoted and paraphrased information in a bibliography by using a consistent and sanctioned format and methodology for citations. 
7. 7.2.1.6 Create documents by using word-processing skills and publishing programs; develop simple databases and spreadsheets to manage information and prepare reports. 
8.  7.2.1.7 Revise writing to improve organization and word choice after checking the logic of the ideas and the precision of the vocabulary. 

9. 7.2.2.4 Write persuasive compositions: a. State a clear position or perspective in support of a proposition or proposal. b. Describe the points in support of the proposition, employing well-articulated evidence. 



	Essential questions:

1. What are superstitions and how do they affect the lives of those who believe in them? 

2. How do playwrights "show" the opening scene of their play? 

3. Regarding the existence of UFO's and extra-terrestrial beings, how are "believers" and "skeptics" able to validate their conflicting positions? 

4. What are the elements of a good play and how does one express their opinion regarding a play in a convincing manner?

	Expected language:

· colloquialism: an expression which is usually accepted in informal speaking, but not in a formal situation, as in "What's happenin', Dude?" or "That's real gnarly, Man." 

· dialect: a style of oral language confined to a region (North, East, West, South) or group of people (ethnic). For example, which character in The Little Mermaid speaks in an ethnic dialect? 

· idiom: a phrase or expression which means something different from what the words actually say, as in "over his head" for "he didn't understand" and "he is stoned" for "he is under the influence of drugs." 

· jargon: the technical language of a particular group (musicians, journalists, computer technicians, surfers, etc.) which is inappropriate in most formal writing situations. An example would be a surfer saying, "That wave is tubular." 

· slang: language used by a particular group of people among themselves, as in "awesome", "rad", "sick", "gnarly." Slang is often associated with teenage subcultures. 
Literary: plot, suspense, setting, dialogue, theme, writer's tools, conflict, resolution, scene, 

characterization, imagery, and sensory language 

  

Performance: staging (set, scenery, costumes, stage directions, scripting); special effects (sound effects, lighting effects, stunts, trick photography, make-up); acting (casting, body language, vocal expression, facial expression), and dramatic impact 



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Vocabulary Practice:
idiosyncrasy, assent, dissent, metamorphosis, insomnia, scapegoat, revelation, fluster, transfixed, persistent, pan 

   1. My little boy is very ________ when he wants something, he keeps trying and trying. 

   2. Almost everybody has one or more _______________(s)that people who don't them would consider "weird." 

   3. The camera should ______ across the scene of the fire showing everything from one end of the building to the other. 

   4. Sometimes Les Goodman had _________, and would getup and look at the stars. 

   5. The replays of the auto wreck ___________ TV watchers all over the country. 

   6. "Let's get it all out. Let's pick out every _______of every man, woman, and child on this street." 

   7. "You're standing here all set to crucify--all set to find a ________--all desperate to point some kind of a finger at a neighbor." 

   8. "They'll probably think we're crazy or something. A little power failure and right away we get all ______ (ed) and everything." 

   9. "In this brief fraction of a moment, they take the first step toward performing a ____________ that changes people from a group into a mob." 

  10. The last book of the Bible is called _____________(s), and it's where the writer reveals visions of the end of the world. 

  11. Congress passed the bill unanimously, without ___________. 

  12. The Welshman's ___________ about Huck being the real hero was overshadowed by Tom's __________ of the money. (The same word goes in both blanks.) 

  13. In professional sports, the coach is often the ________for a team's bad performance, even if it isn't always his fault.
Activity One Assignments - individual assignment one pager; group four square activity

Activity Two Assignments

Activity Three Assignments

Activity Four Assignments


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Pre-reading activity: Discuss with the students and talk about their responses to the following questions (use the airplane roundtable technique to make it interesting)
1."The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." What does this mean? (Extra Credit: Who said this?) 

2. How does fear affect the decisions you make? 

3. What fears might be called "universal"; shared by most almost all humans? 

4. Do you have any "isms" that someone who doesn't know you might consider "weird"? What if you were judged only by your idiosyncrasies? 

5. Do you think life exists on other planets in our universe? What makes you think so? Might this life be friendly or hostile? 

6. If you wanted to take over a town--without killing anyone--how might you weaken the people enough to overcome their resistance? 

7. sun : earth :: earth : ________ (copy) 

8. move : eyes :: _______ : camera (copy) 

9. (2) Draw a (labeled) diagram of what a day and a year are, astronomically speaking. 

10. What's a scapegoat? (Copy the word.) Draw a picture of what you think it means.
Activity One:
Are you superstitious? Do you believe that certain actions can affect fate? Many people equate superstition with the Dark Ages, a time when fear of the unknown was at a peak. Because of their fears and prejudices, the characters in "Monsters Are Due On Maple Street" transformed their neighborhood into something out of the Dark Ages. In this activity, you will visit websites on superstition and then create an individual one pager and a group four square poster expressing your views on the subject.

The Task

1. Students will research the topic of superstition, using the suggested website 

2. Based on information gleaned from the website, each student will complete a One Pager. 

3. Upon completion of One Pager, students will form groups of four and complete together a Four Square Poster. 

4. Directions for the One Pager and the Four Square Poster are in "The Process" section. 

The Process: Exploring the Web, Creating a Product

Part One/Individual One-Pager: After reading the information on OldSuperstitions.com take a blank piece of 8.5x11 white paper and divide the paper into four equal sections. Each section will contain one of the following:

1. 1. The title "SUPERSTITION" and a brief definition of the term in the student's own words. 

2. 2. A symbolic (artistic) representation of the concept of superstitions. 

3. 3. A list of your four favorite superstitions from the website. 

4. 4. Write two relevant questions you would like answered about superstitions (questions cannot be "Yes or No" questions or ones that can be answered in one word) 

Part Two/Group Four Square Poster: Students, in groups of four, will be given a poster-sized piece of construction paper. Utilizing your one-pagers as a resource, divide the construction paper into four equal sections and design a poster that includes the following:

1. 1. The title "SUPERSTITION" and a brief definition of the term in your group's own words. 

2. 2. A symbolic (artistic) representation of the concept of superstitions. 

3. 3. A "Top Ten List of Superstitions" 

4. 4. Two relevant questions about superstitions and your group's answers to those questions (questions cannot be "Yes or No" questions or ones that can be answered in one word).  

How You Will Be Graded

· You may also be graded based on the following criteria: 

· One Pager: your grade will be based on the following: 

· the overall artistic look of your product 

· directions for each square is followed 

· page displays creative thought and effort 

· Four Square Poster: your group's grade will be based on the following: 

· the overall artistic look of your product 

· directions for each square is followed 

· your answers in square four display critical thinking 

· poster displays creative thought and effort 
Story Selection Tie -in. Yeti-like Monster - p. 15

Activities: Tie in the reports notebook page from the IR p. 13; have students look on the internet to find a related news story about a similar incident. Bring in to class and be ready to share.
Activity Two:
Using the internet, read the opening page of several movie scripts. Notice how the writer sets the stage and creates a mood. Then, create a setting (include stage directions) for one of the suggested situations or places.

Go to the given sites and read the first one or two pages of the following movie scripts: 2001, The Princess Bride, and Titanic. Take time to carefully read and notice how the writer establishes the scene/setting, as well as describing and directing the characters. 

1. Choose one of the following situations and write a one page long setting (including stage directions). Be as descriptive and as detailed as necessary to provide an adequate picture of the scene. Remember: you are describing the scene before any action begins! 
2. Situations: 

· the gymnasium decorated for a school dance 

· a seven year old's bedroom 

· a bank about to experience a robbery 

· a living room where a teenage party has just ended 

· a classroom on the first day of school 

· a doctor's or dentist's waiting room 

Activity Three:
"The truth is out there." Or is it?

Differing opinions regarding the existence of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO's) and Extra-Terrestrial Beings abound. In this activity, you will research both sides of the UFO controversy and then create/write a dialogue between a "believer" and a "skeptic".

The Task

Using the websites provided, research both sides of the UFO controversy. Briefly jot down the basic arguments for and against the existence of UFO's and extra-terrestrial beings (see site addresses under "The Process"). Using your findings, write a dialogue (8-10 exchanges) between a believer and a skeptic.

The form for writing a dialogue is simple. The name of the character is written in CAPITAL LETTERS followed by a period. Directions as to how the line is spoken are put in parenthesis after the name. Each time a different character speaks, his name must be written before his lines. Dialogue is not written in quotation marks.

1. The following website addresses will provide you with arguments for and against the existence of UFO's and extra-terrestrial beings: 

  

Website: Be skeptical of the skeptics 

URL: http://www.jse.com/skeptics.html 

  

Website: Great quotes from great skeptics 

URL: http://www.athenet.net/~jlindsay/SkepticQuotes.html 

  

Website: UFO Pictures 

URL: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/AndyPage/ufopictu.htm 

  

Website: Skeptics info 

URL: http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Corridor/8148/ 

  

Website: UFO myth timetable 

URL: http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Corridor/8148/myth.html 

  

Website: Stupid UFOlogy tricks 

URL: http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Corridor/8148/tricks.html 

  

1. Based upon the information you received from the sites, write a dialogue (8-10 exchanges) between a believer in UFO's and a skeptic. 

1. Write your dialogue "out loud," using simple, everyday language. 
1. Name of the character is written in capital letters followed by a period. 

2. Directions as to how the line is spoken are put in parentheses after the name. 

3. At least 8 exchanges occur in each dialogue. 

4. Writing is legible, written in ink, with proper heading and title. 

Actiivty Four:
A play review is an essay that briefly tells what a play is about and then indicates how the writer of the review feels about the play. It is a type of evaluative writing, writing which includes an opinion supported by facts and details with the intent to persuade the reader to agree with the point of view of the writer.

After reading the screenplay for "The Monsters Are Due On Maple Street" and watching the video, you are to write a five paragraph persuasive essay, giving and supporting your opinion regarding the play. Before outlining and writing your essay, look at current theatre reviews to see how play reviews are written. 

Go over the elements of a persuasive essay - look in the text for the writer's workshop references and give the students the highlights.
Story Selection:  The Monsters on Main Street  p. 67

Activities : tie in the graphic organizer from the IR p. 19

Reading the Story
Setting: Classroom is in darkness with glow in the dark stars and planets hung from the ceiling.  Glow sticks are hanging and scattered about the room.  The desks are in a semi-circle facing the backdrop which is a black sheet hung from the ceiling to act as a stage. On the backdrop are cards identifying each character so the readers and audience know who is who. Flashlights are provided. 

Getting ready:  Greet the class and tell them that today we are going to Maple Street.  Any town, any country, any time… universal Maple Street, where everyone knows everyone else, and everyone is friendly and trusting.  WE are the residents of Maple Street today… ask the class to “suspend their disbelief” and try to get into the mood of being a resident of Maple Street where everything is sunshine and roses… until today.  Something TERRIBLE has happened on Maple Street and the only thing, the one and only thing you are certain of is that… it isn’t your fault.  The ONLY thing you know for sure… you don’t even know WHAT the awful thing is that has happened… the only thing you know is that YOU are not responsible.  You’re not so sure about your neighbor.  Look at the person to your left.  Look at the person to your right.  Suddenly, you aren’t so sure they are the same person you thought they were this morning.  Maybe it was him, or her, or that old lady, or that kid who have made this terrible thing happen. It could be anyone… but it isn’t YOU.

        What kinds of feelings are you having?  Paranoia, fear, anger, defiance.

        What do you think of your neighbor?  Uncertainty, anxiety, fear. 

Review the characters and their point of view.

Read the script aloud with students taking the different roles.  Teacher reads script direction and narration.

Explain the nature of a screenplay and the camera directions being similar to stage directions in a play. 

After reading, discuss their predictions and the reality of the script. 

Revisit the collages of the day before, and now add a line from the text that you feel is especially important or meaningful. 

Watch the movie 

Explain some background about the Twilight Zone, especially about the influence of communism in the 60’s and the interest in space prior to the moon landing.  Explain the nature of special effects and cinematography prior to computer graphics!

Watch the episode.

(Also watch Nightmare at 20,000 Feet with William Shatner and a very lame gremlin  The Simpsons have done a version of this film, so it is familiar to the students. Funny. Can find on YouTube) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJyaBxYjWcQ

Writing and Responding

Writing: 
· Write a journal entry from the point of view of one of the characters.  Defend yourself and offer your explanation of the events. 

· Write a newspaper article detailing the events 

· Write a  character web showing the relationships between the characters and who blamed who and why 

Extension: 
When H.G Wells wrote the original “War of the Worlds”, Orson Welles wrote a radio play based on the events in the novel.  He broadcast his radio play, complete with sound effects and interviews, on the day before Halloween 1938.  It caused mass panic and hysteria as the public BELIEVED it was true!  The complete script can be found online:  http://members.aol.com/jeff1070/script.html
Story Selection:  The Highwayman - p. 160

Activities: Tie in the chart in the IR - p. 90; students will be assigned a stanza of the poem and practice reading it with dramatic emphasis. The class will line up in order and read the poem as if they are one person. Record it and let them listen to themselves and each other and offer constructive criticism.
Gentlemen of the Road - p. 170

Activities: Class chain story - the students take out a piece of paper and you write a number on the top from 1 - how ever many students. This will keep the papers in order as they are passed. All the students write at the top the first sentence "I looked out the window of the coach and saw a highwayman emerging from the trees." Students add one good complete sentence and then pass the story on to the next number. This continues until the student gets back their original paper. Tell them to skip lines when they write. Students have to go back and rewrite the story they ended up with fixing any mistakes. Give them guidelines that it has to follow the theme and period of the time, no chickens or things that don't make sense, no violent acts, rape, etc. and don't write the same thing on every paper. You can identify the handwriting and any miscreants will be penalized. They turn in the original and rewrite stories. If one is really screwed up, the person can rewrite parts where needed.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Web references
http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/maple/mapletg.html

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJyaBxYjWcQ

http://ssrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/lfisher/monsters.htm

Story is in the 7th Holt Literature and Language Arts Text

Online references and websites integrated in the activities

Select YouTube videos to supplement stories

Computer lab time




At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
