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	OVERVIEW : Students will bring together the skills that they have been working on all year to conduct research and create an interesting and convincing investigation and presentation.  They will get their research inspiration from selections read during this unit.  Students will practice informational reading and apply it to other areas of study or their life.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Reading

2.3 Analyze text that uses the cause-and-effect organizational pattern.

2.4 Identify and trace the development of an author's argument, point of view, or perspective in text

Writing
1.2 Support all statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples.

2.3 Write research reports: 

a. Pose relevant and tightly drawn questions about the topic. 

b. Convey clear and accurate perspectives on the subject. 

c. Include evidence compiled through the formal research process (e.g., use of a card catalog, 

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature, a computer catalog, magazines, newspapers, dictionaries). 

d. Document reference sources by means of footnotes and a bibliography. 

2.4 Write persuasive compositions: 

a. State a clear position or perspective in support of a proposition or proposal. 

b. Describe the points in support of the proposition, employing well-articulated evidence. 

c. Anticipate and address reader concerns and counterarguments.  

Language Conventions

1.2 Identify and use infinitives and participles and make clear references between pronouns and antecedents. 

1.3 Identify all parts of speech and types and structure of sentences. 

1.4 Demonstrate the mechanics of writing (e.g., quotation marks, commas at end of dependent clauses) and appropriate English usage (e.g., pronoun reference). 

1.5 Identify hyphens, dashes, brackets, and semicolons and use them correctly.  

1.6 Use correct capitalization.  

1.7 Spell derivatives correctly by applying the spellings of bases and affixes.  

Listening and Speaking

1.4 Organize information to achieve particular purposes and to appeal to the background and interests of the audience. 

1.5 Arrange supporting details, reasons, descriptions, and examples effectively and persuasively in relation to the audience. 

1.6 Use speaking techniques, including voice modulation, inflection, tempo, enunciation, and eye contact, for effective presentations.  

1.8 Analyze the effect on the viewer of images, text, and sound in electronic journalism; identify the techniques used to achieve the effects in each instance studied.  

2.3 Deliver research presentations: 

a. Pose relevant and concise questions about the topic. 

b. Convey clear and accurate perspectives on the subject.
School-Wide Goals:

Expanding and integrating knowledge:

1. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.

2. Students demonstrate knowledge in technology and apply it for completing tasks and expanding knowledge.

Communication Skills:

1. Students recognize, analyze and evaluate various forms of communication.
Thinking and reasoning skills

1. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.
Personal and social responsibility

1. Students take responsibility for personal actions and act ethically (e.g. demonstrate honesty fairness, integrity).
2. Students demonstrate empathy, respect and tolerance for others, understand, and appreciate the diversity and interdependence of all people and cultures.
3. Students demonstrate an understanding of and responsibility for global and environmental issues and act appropriately.
4. Students act as responsible citizens in the community, department, nation and the world.
5. Students demonstrate a genuine interest for people’s rights and welfare, and show commitment to solving the problems in their community.

	Essential questions:

1. What is the structure of informational texts and why is this important?
2. How can information texts relate to our lives?

3. How can we make effective research presentations?


	Expected language:

1. High Frequency Academic Words: analyze, identify, determine, summarize.

2. Specialized Words: bibliography, prove, support, opinion, fact.
3. Language patterns: explain, describe, proposition and support, cause and effect.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Each activity has an assessment component.  There are assessments for reading, writing, oral/writing, and grammar.



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Activity 1: The Importance of Titles
Watch the following video about going to the dentist.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txqiwrbYGrs
Ask students what they think the title of “Look Ma, No Cavities” on p. 38 of the textbook suggests the article will be about.  Have the students start a chart that will compare ideas, themes, and characteristics of this story to others that will be read in this unit.

Activity 2: Working with Details

Read “Eeking out a Life” on p. 62.  Discuss what details are in a story and have students complete the chart on p. 18 of the Interactive Reader.  Then have students discuss what the purpose of the different details may be if they are not all of the same importance.

Writing Assignment: Have students write a persuasive paragraph about why a rat would make a good pet.  Include varying levels of details and work with them to embellish the language.  Each student will read them to the class and vote on whose is the most convincing.

Activity 3:Cause and Effect

Review cause and effect with the students.

Read “It Just Keeps Going and Going” on p. 198 in the textbook.  Have students complete the chart on p. 95 in the textbook and the test and analogy practice on p. 281-282.

Students will complete the “Good/Bad” activity:

Good/Bad Story activity

Directions: A good/bad story starts with any location or scenario. Go back and forth between good things happening and bad things happening until a final result occurs. You should have at least 10 good/bad combinations. Read the following examples to understand the idea.

Good/Bad Example #1 - Panama Beach on the first day of Spring Break

The first day of spring break was sunny and warm. That's good.

No, that's bad. A man had a stomach virus. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. He had brought medicine with him. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. When he went to get his medicine he was stung by a jellyfish on the beach. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good. The sting healed quickly. Oh,that's good.

No, that's bad. When he went back into the water a shark chewed off his leg.

Oh, that's bad. No, that's good. He was able to get a replacement leg very quickly and still spend some of his vacation on the beach. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. The hotel he was staying at caught on fire. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. He was able to escape with all his stuff. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. His replacement leg was wooden and caught on fire at the last minute. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good. He was able to put out the fire by jumping in the hotel pool.

Oh, that's good. No, that's bad.

He had to jump 15 stories down to hit the pool. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good.

He survived the fall. Oh, that's good. No, that's bad.

He couldn't swim and the weight of the wooden leg made him sink like a rock and he drown.

Good/Bad example #2 - The Driving Story

John learned to drive yesterday. That's good.

No, that's bad. He wrecked his dad's car. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. The car needed replaced anyway. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. It is going to cost a lot of money. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. John needed a job anyway and can earn the money he needs.

Oh, that's good. No that's bad. Now he can't go to Lisa's party. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. No one really wanted him there anyway. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. John became depressed. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good.

Mental hospitals have really good food and John likes to eat. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. The food was poisoned. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good.

John always wanted to see what the inside of an emergency room looked like.

Oh, that's good. No, that's bad. The door hit him on the way in and killed him.

Good/Bad Example #3 - Aliens

I was riding in a car down the road having a nice time. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. I was abducted by aliens. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good.

I didn't get hurt. On, that's good. No, that's bad.

They wanted to take me to their planet to examine me. Oh, that's bad. 

No, that's good. There were other people with me so I wasn't alone.

Oh, that's good. No, that's bad. The all turned out to be dead. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. There were bright lights around me so that I could see.

Oh, that's good. No, that's bad. The lights blinded me. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. It only lasted about 10 minutes. Oh, that's good. No,that's bad.

It was really three days and they'd been experimenting on me. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. They soon let me go. Oh, that's good. No that's bad.

They pushed me out 50 feet in the air off their spaceship. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. I landed safely in a bush. Oh, that's good. No, that's bad.

There was a drunk driver headed my way. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good.

I was only in the hospital for two days and released. Oh, that's good. 

No, that's bad. I couldn't walk for the rest of my life. 

Good/Bad Example #4  - The Mall

I went to the mall with my friends Friday night. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. When we got there, there was a maniac shooting everyone at Old Navy. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good. While he was shooting everyone we went in and stole all the clothes. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. There were so many police there that they caught us shoplifting.

Oh, that's bad. No, that's good. We were able to still run off with the clothes when they were busy with the maniac killer. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. My parents found the stolen clothes in my closet. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. They were actually too upset to turn me in. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. They grounded me for two years anyway. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. They're not making me go to school because of the influence of my friends. Oh, that's good. No, that's bad. They are sending me to boarding school in Switzerland.

Oh, that's bad. No, that's good. There is chocolate everywhere over there. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. I'm allergic to chocolate.

Good/Bad Story Example #5 - Fred's Trip to the Beach

One day a boy named Fred went to the beach. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. His car had a flat tire on a back road. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. A fine babe stopped to help him. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad.  Her husband was in the car with her. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. He gave Fred's care a complete tuneup. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. He forgot to put oil back in Fred's car. Oh, that's bad.

No, that's good. Fred had plenty of water in his air conditioner to survive.

Oh, that's good. No, that's bad. The container had a hole in it. Oh, that's bad. No, that's good.

Fred still had enough water to last for one day. Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. The water that spilled out attracted a hungry alligator.

Oh, that's bad. No, that's good. The alligator had no teeth to bite Fred.

Oh, that's good.

No, that's bad. As Fred backed away from the alligator, he fell in a sinkhole and was never seen again.
Activity 4: Investigations
Students should use the next few stories to get ideas for their own investigation and presentation.

Show students the Dove True Beauty Campaign video of “Beauty Evolution” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omBfg3UwkYM
Read “Mirror Mirror on the Wall” on p. 258 in the textbook.  Show them clips from reality TV shows and have the students comment on perception.  Have them write about a celebrity and how they are seen by others.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBXpR_UZTQI&feature=related

www.watchtruebeauty.com

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53sOpQQWOOA

America's Next Top Model: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rK3k3SPfPIc
Read “Right Hook, Left Hook” on p. 320 in the textbook.  Discuss what the students know about boxing and brainstorm any other sports or activities that they may think are controversial.  Show them video clips of bad sports incidents:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iwB21wtLN84&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30h8vwRrHe8
Read “When the Earth Shakes” on p. 370 in the textbook.

Have students bring in a story to share about a disaster that has occurred recently (in the last 5 years) somewhere in the world.  Have them share any stories they have of being in one.  Have the students find out 1st or 2nd hand sources about the earthquake in Armenia and create a mural as a class that represents that information.  Each person’s contribution will be graded individually and must include pictures and text. 

Activity 5: Research Presentation

After choosing a topic related to one of the texts read in this unit, students will choose a side related to their topic (is it good or bad?)  Then they will conduct research (in the computer lab) to support their opinions.  They will have class time to organize their ideas and research and computer lab time to create a power point presentation.  As a class we will create a rubric to grade their projects, but it will include presentation, grammar/spelling, argument, research, bibliography, etc.  

**In the future this unit will be done to coincide with the science fair.  They can work on their written work and presentation skills that are required for the science fair as part of their English grade.

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Textbooks, Interactive Reader, video clips about sports and beauty


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
