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Submitted by:  English Department
	OVERVIEW : Students will be introduced to the elements of poetry and practice reading aloud. Work to develop vocabulary and fluency and understanding of the terms. Understand and apply techniques of literary criticism

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks :
6.2 Identify and understand language and words with multiple meanings.


6.3 Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

6.6 Analyze text that uses the compare-and-contrast organizational pattern. 
6.18 Understand and use sensory details and descriptive writing 

9.34. Practice reading with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech


	Essential questions:
1. What makes poetry poetry?
2. How is poetry meant to be read? Is there a certain way?

3. What literary elements really make poetry come alive?

4. What do you need to know to write and read a good poem?

5. How do you look at various literature critically to understand it better?

	Expected language:

rhyme, free verse, meter, alliteration, ode, metaphor, personification, figures of speech, tone, mood
literary criticism, propaganda, credible, suspense, predictions

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	See within each story selection


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	1. Introduce the concepts and terms related to poetry - Holt textbook p 378

2. Go through the poetry selections in the book and discuss with the students the elements, indentify them, and have them practice reading aloud..Use the activities in the interactive reader to supplement the lesson.

3. Use the story, The Just Us Club in the interactive reader - page 264 and have them do the related activities with the poem, especially the own the poem on p. 268. (see tie in in text on page 399)
Assessment - have the students select a poem or write their own to read aloud for a grade and mark them on fluency, speed, tone, articulation, volume

4. Becoming a Critical Reader  - mini workshop - p. 412-418 in text

5. Literary Criticism - p. 428 Holt text - go over the information with the students. Discuss the elements as you read (or listen to)
The Dog of Pompeii and  Zlateh the Goat

Activity - Have the students compare the two stories using a story map that shows the similarities and differences. They can do it in a group or with a partner and then they share what they came up with orally.

Class Writing Activity - write the last sentence of the story on the board and have the students copy it on their paper. They have to write one good next sentence and then pass their paper to the next student to add the next sentence and so on until they get their paper back. Number the papers to avoid confusion. Give specific rules -it has to follow the story and be somewhat possible, don't write the same thing on every paper, write legibly, no violent killing, rape, etc, and no chicken stories. (they seem to do that)

The students then take their original paper and have to fix all the mistakes and then read  the final story aloud in class. Attach the original and the final story so you can see what they had to work with.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Holt textbook and interactive reader


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
