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Subject (s):     English                                      Grade:       6              Term: 4
Name / Theme or Unit: The Black Pearl Novel study
Time Frame:
Submitted by: English Dept.
	OVERVIEW :  Students will practice reading comprehension, writing, listening/speaking, and grammar skills through the study of the novel The Black Pearl.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
6.1 Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression. 

6.2 Identify and understand language and words with multiple meanings.

6.3 Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

6.4 Monitor expository text for unknown words or words with novel meanings by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

6.6 Analyze text that uses the compare-and-contrast organizational pattern. 

6.7 Practice creating outlines, logical notes, summaries, or reports.

6.8 Follow multiple-step instructions  

6.9 Make reasonable assertions about a text through making predictions and inferences about what you've read

6.11 Analyze the qualities of the character on the plot, relationship to the setting, and the resolution of the conflict.

6.12 Identify and recognize the difference between first-and third-person 

6.13 Identify and analyze features of themes

 6.14 Understand how to identify credible sources

6.15 Understand the terms antagonist and protagonist

6.16 Use letter-sound knowledge to decode written English and use a range of cueing systems to determine pronunciation and meaning

6.17 Use context clues to help determine meaning

6.18 Understand and use sensory details and descriptive writing 

6.19 Revise writing to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs

6.20 Write text of a length appropriate to address a topic with details while excluding extraneous information

6.23 Write responses to literature the exhibits comprehension of the story selection

6.25 Use simple sentences correctly and understand their formatting 

6.26 Understand and be able to use the eight parts of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun, prepositions, 
conjunction, interjection)


6.27 Identify and properly use present, past, and future tenses. Introduce the use of the past participle.

6.28 Use capitalization, commas, periods, and question marks correctly.

6.29 Spell frequently misspelled words correctly (e.g., their, they're, there)

6.31 Create and present presentations targeted to a specific audience related to the various writing techniques (narrative, expository, informative, persuasive) focusing on the individual elements, with self-critique and peer critique in a professional manner

6.33 Record students throughout the year in their oral performance to be able to see progress, determine areas of weakness and strength, and to set goals for improvement

9.34. Practice reading with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech



	Essential questions:

1.  What elements are necessary to make a good story and characters in a story?
2. How do stories reflect what is happening in the society at the time?

3. What would you do if faced with a difficult situation?

4. How is value determined?

5. Can you have something that is so valuable that you don't want it?
	Expected language:
Vocabulary by Chapter

Chapter 1

puny, ledger, carat, timid, solemnly

Chapter 2

pride, accuracy, singlet, fend, slit, niche, siesta,

Chapter 3

prow, benediction, crevice, astern, vermillion

Chapter 4

sickle, braggart , haggled, frayed, peso, frijoles

Chapter 5

scraggly, superstitious, fathoms, wrenched

Chapter 6

pinnacle, fleeting, blunted, sheath, monstrous

Chapter 7

scarcely, lagoon, pursuing, engulfed, fleet

Chapter 8

milled, flaw, idle, wick, paragon

Chapter 9

peso, caliper, errand, siesta

Chapter 10

incense, multitude, coax, throng, scoff

Chapter 11

coromuel, cornhusk, overcast, cove, huddle, headland

Chapter 12

mourner, aglow, belfry, toll, admonition

Chapter 13

mantle, monstrous, dawdle, arose, prow, receive, provisions,

Chapter 14

tiller, companion, malice, flecked, amber

Chapter 15

barren, vermillion, swamped, disgust, lee

Chapter 16

furlong, hillock, harpoon, wedged, majestic

Chapter 17

bulwark, sprawl, taut, sheath, shaft, thrice, tremor, fray, barb

Chapter 18

peso, niche, adoration, cobblestone, alarm,

 

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	.1. Assessment 1 - At the end of the story, have the students create a character sketch of one of  the book's characters. For example
Ramon 

 Physical Description 
Ramon is very small for his age. His body is skinny and he is short. 

Attitude
Ramon is not a loud person, but he sure does think that he can be and do more than his father thinks he can. He wants to show the men of the pearling fleet that he can do just as well diving for pearls as any of the other divers. Ramon does not give up. He is determined to do something great that no other diver has done so that his father will be proud of him. Ramon is very brave

General 
Information
Ramon is 15 when the story starts, but he quickly turns 16. 
Ramon is the son of Blais Salazar.

Important Actions
in the Story
Ramon does what he says that he will do. He learns how to dive, goes on a trip away from home without his parents permission and brings back a giant black pearl. When he does this all sorts of things begin to go wrong in the town of La Paz

Have them draw a picture or make a model to go with their sketch

Assessment Two

Choose one of the topics. Write a short research report about the topic. Use the internet  to help you.. Create a powerpoint that you will present to the class. 8-10 slides. Use correct English and make it visually appealing.
Manta Rays

1. Robs Underwater Photos (off the coast of La Paz, Mexico)

2. Manta Rays of Mexico's Pacific

Scuba Diving

1. History of Scuba Diving

2. Diving in the United States Navy

Giant Clams

1. USGS - Giant Clams#1

2. USGS - Giant Clams#2

3. Lagoon Farming of Giant Clams

4. Giant Clams in the Cook Islands

La Paz, Mexico

1. La Paz General History

Black Pearls

1. The Complete History of Pearls in Mexico



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	While reading. have students complete the following journal entries for each chapter.
Chapter 1

How would you feel if a manta ray took over your city? How would you make it go away?

Chapter 2 1. If you were Ramon, how would you feel if your father didn't let you sail with the fleet untilnyou were 15 years old?

2. Describe an adventure that you might have if the Manta Diablo came to your ship.

Chapter 3 If you were trapped on the ship with the Sevillano and he was treating you like Ramon, how you react? Explain why you would react that way.
Chapter 4 Ramon wanted to show the Sevillano that he wasn't a weakling. Explain how Ramon hoped Soto Luzon could help him prove that he could be a good pearl diver.
Chapter 5 Describe how the stories that Ramon had heard about the Manta Diablo caused him to feel afraid as he entered the lagoon near Soto Luzon's home.
Chapter 6 Pretend that you are Soto Luzon and that you are watching Ramon dive from across the lagoon. Describe the thoughts that he was thinking and how he was worried about breaking his pact with the Manta Diablo.
Chapter 7 1. Do you think that Ramon was being selfish when he took the black pearl from the cave?
Tell why you believe he was or wasn't being selfish. 

2. Ramon couldn't wait to get the black pearl back to La Paz. How did he plan to use the pearl to make himself look important?

Chapter 8 Do you believe that Ramon was surprised by the way the people around La Paz reacted to the pearl? Explain your answer
Chapter 9 Write about the conversation between all of the dealers when they were trying to come up with the money that they needed to buy the pearl. 
Chapter 10 Would you feel safe if the black pearl was in your church, or would you feel unprotected? Tell why or why not. 
Chapter 11 The night after Ramon's father sailed for Isla Cerralvo a huge hurricane hit La Paz. Why did this storm upset the people of La Paz? How were they afraid for the pearling fleet of ships? 
Chapter 12 1. Tell how the people of La Paz feel about the pearl. Why do they feel that way?
Chapter 13 Ramon heard something behind him after he entered the lagoon, and it scared him. The red mist was on the water and he could not see what it was. Describe how he felt and what he was thinking when he heard the voice of the Sevillano threatening him.
Chapter 14 Explain the reasons why Ramon wanted to take the boat's tiller.
Chapter 15 Ramon's mother had always told him that the Manta Diablo had seven rows of teeth on the bottom and none on the top. Describe what Ramon really saw when he came face to face with the Manta Diablo.
Chapter 16 Why do you think that the Sevillano wanted to fight the Manta Diablo?
Chapter 17 Put yourself in the place of the Sevillano as the Manta Diablo dives below the sea with him on his back. Do you really think that the Sevillano really thought that he would die? Why or Why not?
Chapter 18 Ramon returns the Black Pearl to the church. Do you think that he will try and collect the reward? Explain your answer. 2. Why do you feel that Ramon thought that the Sevillano might have taken the pearl from the church? Give reasons for your answer.
Chapters 1 - 3

Activity 1: Manta Ball

Directions for playing the game:
Divide the class into 4 equal teams. Each team needs a ball and a basket or bucket. One person who is not playing in the game keeps the time and score for the two teams. Play two games at a time in the classroom.

Have each team write 10 questions from chapters 1, 2, & 3. Put the questions in a container. Each team should write down a list that shows the order that the team will pull questions from the container. Give the line up to the person who is not playing in the game. Decide which team will go first in the game. The first team member should pull a question from the container and try to answer it. If the question is answered correctly one point should be added to the team's score. The person who answered the question correctly gets to try and toss the ball into the basket. If the ball goes into the basket add one more point to the team's score. It is now the other team's chance to answer a question and score. If the question is not answered correctly do not give any points to the team. It is now the other team's chance to score
Chapters 4-6

Review game of unfamiliar vocabulary that we have found so far. Students need to be able to use the words correctly in a sentence to get points for their team.

Chapters  7-9
Ramon's Baseball Game
Ramon's Baseball Questions

1. 
What did Ramon steal from El' Diablo?

2. 
Why wouldn't Ramon throw the pearl back into the sea after the Manta Diablo destroyed the boat?

3. 
How did Ramon's father know that he had found the pearl?

4. 
What did Ramon's father think about the pearl the first time he saw it?

5. 
How valuable was the pearl to the townspeople?

6. 
How much did the pearl weigh?

7. 
What did Ramon's father do to remove flaws from the pearl?

8. 
What plan did the other pearl businessmen of La Paz have to pay for the pearl?

9. 
Why didn't Ramon and Soto Luzon paddle all of the way back to La Paz?

10. 
Why did Soto Luzon mumble to himself as they paddled out of the lagoon on the way back to La Paz with the pearl?

11. 
What happened to make Ramon & Soto Luzon fall out of the boat and into the sea?

12. 
Why didn't Soto Luzon go all the way back to La Paz with Ramon?

13. 
Soto Luzon gave Ramon a warning if he did not give the pearl back to the Manta Diablo. What was it?

14. 
Why did Ramon have to go back to the office after he had weighed the pearl.

15. 
Why couldn't Ramon tell his father about the pearl right away?

16. 
What did Ramon say to try and convince his father not to cut the pearl?

17. 
How did Ramon's father respond to his asking him not to cut the pearl?

18. 
How was the sound outside different from the sound inside the workshop when the pearl was being cut?

19. 
Ramon's father gave the pearl a new name after he cut it. What was the new name of the pearl?

20. 
Where did Ramon's father plan to sell the pearl at first?

21. 
Ramon's father told the other pearl merchants that they did not have enough money to buy the pearl. How did they react?

22. 
Why did Ramon's mother want his father to sell the pearl to the other dealers?

23. 
When the dealers got really angry because Ramon's father would not lower the price of the pearl, what did they do?

24. 
What did Ramon's father do with the pearl after the dealers made him mad? 
Answers:

Ramon's Baseball Answers

1. 
What did Ramon steal from El' Diablo? (The Black Pearl)

2. 
Why wouldn't Ramon throw the pearl back into the sea after the Manta Diablo destroyed the boat?

(Ramon thought that the Sevillano did kill the Manta Diablo.)

3. 
How did Ramon's father know that he had found the pearl? (There was a crowd of people at the shop when he returned from a pearl diving trip. Ramon told him right away.)

4. 
What did Ramon's father think about the pearl the first time he saw it?

(Ramon's father thought that it was fake and that Ramon had glued blister pearls together in a clever way.)

5. 
How valuable was the pearl to the townspeople?

(It was very valuable. The people all made their living from the sea and they felt that they were owners of anything that came from the sea.)

6. 
How much did the pearl weigh? (62.5 carats)

7. 
What did Ramon's father do to remove flaws from the pearl? (it would be worth more money.)

8. 
What plan did the other pearl businessmen of La Paz have to pay for the pearl?

(They were going to put their money together to buy the pearl because they did not have enough to buy it by themselves.)

9. 
Why didn't Ramon and Soto Luzon paddle all of the way back to La Paz?

(The Manta Diablo was following them and destroyed their boat before they could get to the shore.)

10. 
Why did Soto Luzon mumble to himself as they paddled out of the lagoon on the way back to La Paz with the pearl?

11. 
What happened to make Ramon & Soto Luzon fall out of the boat and into the sea?

(The Manta Diablo jumped into the air and crashed onto the boat and sank it.)

12. 


Why didn't Soto Luzon go all the way back to La Paz with Ramon?

(He thought that the Manta Diablo would still go after Ramon and he thought that maybe the Manta Diablo thought that Soto Luzon had broken the pact that was made with his family.)

13. 
Soto Luzon gave Ramon a warning. What was it?

(Get rid of the pearl or the Manta Diablo would kill him.)

14. 
Why did Ramon have to go back to the office after he had weighed the pearl.

(The streets were too crowded and he did not want anyone to follow him and ask abou the pearl.)

15. 
Why couldn't Ramon tell his father about the pearl right away?

(There were too many people watching and a little boy was looking in the window and telling everyone else what he was telling his father.)

16. 
What did Ramon say to try and convince his father not to cut the pearl?

(He said that he might ruin it..the flaw is not bad.)

17. 
How did Ramon's father respond to his asking him not to cut the pearl?

(He said that it was useless with the flaw there. It would be worth more with the flaw gone.)

18. 
How was the sound outside different from the sound inside the workshop when the pearl was being cut? (Inside the shop it was dead silent, but outside everyone was laughing and having a loud party.)

19. 
Ramon's father gave the pearl a new name after he cut it. What was the new name of the pearl?

(The Pearl of the Universe...The Pearl of Heaven)

20. 
Where did Ramon's father plan to sell the pearl at first?

(In Mexico City)

21. 
Ramon's father told the other pearl merchants that they did not have enough money to buy the pearl. How did they react? (They became angry and insulted Ramon's father.)

22. 
Why did Ramon's mother want his father to sell the pearl to the other dealers?

(She wanted to buy a fancy carriage and white horses.)

23. 
When the dealers got really angry because Ramon's father would not lower the price of the pearl, what did they do? (They reminded him that the last time he tried to sell a pearl in Mexico City rather than sell it to them, he lost money on the deal.)

24. 
What did Ramon's father do with the pearl after the dealers made him mad?

(He gave it to the church.)
Directions: Set up 4 chairs like a baseball infield, one chair for each base. Divide the class into 2 equal teams. Each team makes out a list of the batting order for the team. One team starts on offense and the other is on defense. A team is only allowed to have 3 outs before it is the other team's turn. The game is over when the teacher says to stop. The team with the most points wins the game.

Offense
To bat the first player is asked a question by the teacher. If the question is aswered correctly the player sits in the first base chair. If the question is not answered correctly the player is out. As each question is answered correctly the players move around the bases. A point is scored when a player reaches home base. 

Defense
The defense should be paying attention to the questions. If a question is answered incorrectly the defense becomes the outfield. The outfield can work together to try and answer the question correctly. If the outfield answers the question correctly another out is given to the offense. 

 Chapters 10-12
Print out this page and write a cartoon story about the main events that happened in Chapters 10, 11, 12. Draw a picture of each scene in the space above your writing. Be sure to show the events in the chapters in order. ......... 

1.

2.

3.

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

4.

5.

6.

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

7.

8.

9.

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 

 
 Chapters 13-15
What Would You Do? Activity

Directions: Choose one of these topics and write a short story telling what you would do in that situation.

1. A reward was offered to anyone who returned the pearl to the church. Would you return the pearl? Would you keep it and try to sell it in Mexico City?

2. After all of his scary experiences with the Manta Diablo will Ramon ever dive for pearls again? What would you do?

3. The Sevillano and the Manta Diablo disappeared beneath the sea. What if he is still alive? If you were Ramon what would you do?

Chapters 16 -18

News Paper Article Activity ...
Directions: Write a newspaper article telling about the missing pearl to put in La Paz's newspaper. Make up interviews with some of the people from La Paz. Some suggestions for interviews are the Sevillano, Ramon's mother, Father Gallardo, & Ramon. Print out a copy of this page. Draw a picture and write a caption at the top of the newspaper article. Write a title for your article in the space at the top of the page. ... 

...
Volume I 
Date:
______________________________
(title)

______________________________
(by) 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

 

 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

 



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	http://library.thinkquest.org/TQ0013360/intro.htm
class set of novels - there are only 30 so you'll have to use in class; or, you can teach two different novels - one to each class.


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
