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	OVERVIEW : to understand the basic structure of a story and of sentences. This will include character, setting, climax and resolution. It will also include the basic structures of a sentence and the types of sentences. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Reading -  6.9 Make reasonable assertions about a text through making predictions and inferences about what you've read

6.11 Analyze the qualities of the character on the plot, relationship to the setting, and the resolution of the conflict  

6.15 Understand the terms antagonist and protagonist

6.16 Use letter-sound knowledge to decode written English and use a range of cueing systems to determine pronunciation and meaning

6.17 Use context clues to help determine meaning

Writing - 

6.23 Write responses to literature the exhibits comprehension of the story selection

Written and Oral Language Conventions - 

6.25 Use simple sentences correctly and understand their formatting 
6.28 Use capitalization, commas, periods, and question marks correctly.
Listening and Speaking - 

6.30 Understand and practice the correct techniques needed for good oral presentation (punctuation, articulation, fluency, delivery, tone, speed, volume, pitch, eye contact, physical presence)

6.33 Record students throughout the year in their oral performance to be able to see progress, determine areas of weakness and strength, and to set goals for improvement

9.34. Practice reading with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech


	Essential questions:
What are the 4 types of sentences?

What is the subject and predicate of a sentence?

What is a sentence Fragment?
What are the characteristics of a complete sentence? 

How can the character and setting affect the plot of a story?

How are the climax and resolution of the story different from one another?

How is an antagonist different from a protagonist?


	Expected language:

Character, plot, setting, climax, resolution, antagonist, protagonist, interrogative sentence, imperative sentence, exclamatory sentence, declarative sentence, subject, predicate, noun, verb

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	I used a Book Report Project to assess the idea/comprehension of the parts of a story. They were able to choose from a list of ideas and/or come up with their own idea to display their comprehension of their stories. I assessed on their written summery, the project and the oral presentation. All of these things are in the binder labeled Language Arts.

I used story questions to check for comprehension, and Class work from the Grammer Holt Book.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	1. “All Summer In a Day” - Introduce the title and make predictions/inferences for the story. Read “All Summer In A Day” in the Language Arts book on pages 16-27. Use the CD read aloud with the curriculum for the students to listen to another voice read to them. Ask questions throughout the story. Discuss who the characters are, what the setting is, and parts of the plot. Have students work on the Comprehension questions at the end of the story. Do the writing activity at the end of the story about the “Most Severe Weather” they have been in. Extension activity is to bring in some more materials about Venus. 

2. Magazine Boxes Activity- with the 3 boxes labeled “character”, “plot” and “setting”, pair up students to pick out one magazine picture from each box and have them create a story using the 3 parts they chose. Share orally with the class. 

3. Create characters using the “Character Description” worksheet in the binder labeled “Language Arts”. Pick a certain number of descriptive questions to answer about the character they are imagining in their heads. From the answers, have them design the character in image form and share with the class if they want. Have them keep this description to use the character for later writing activity.

3. Chapter book reading - Have students read a chapter book that they picked from a library visit with the class. Once their book is approved by you, they will begin the reading. Give some time in class most days of the week (beginning) to make sure they are progressing. They should be reading at home as well. Keep track of who you are conferencing with and make sure they are understanding their characters, plot, and setting. They should be keeping a reading log to record the daily reading. I gave them time in class to do this when they had reading time during English. I gave them about 3.5 weeks to finish in class and at home. When we finished they picked off the list of “Book Report Options” found in the “English” binder and decided the best way for them to show they understood their book. They also had to write a summery of the book to hand in. The day it is due, they will present their project to the class and will be evaluated on the ability to present. I will be looking for eye contact, voice projection, creativity, and use of English. 

4. Grammer Days - Look at Holt  Grammer Book and introduce the Subject and Predicate topic. This goes hand in hand with sentence fragments, so make sure to discuss this with them too. Read over the examples, ask the class for some of their own examples and check for understanding by working through some of the activities together and then have them work on a little by themselves to give you a chance to help people who are having difficulty. 

5. Informational Materials - Read Stories such as Suit Helps Girl Enjoy Dayliight on pages 28-31 of Language Arts Book. Discuss the parts of a news story as pointed out on the first page. Make sure they understand them. Bring in some other newspaper articles and have them find the different parts. You could even have them create their own newspaper article with all the parts. I did not have time for this but I am sure they would enjoy it.  Check comprehension with some of the questions after the story as a group. Introduce different magazines and look the different parts of them. Take some time to talk about the different parts they use when they look at them. Read “What Will Our Towns Look Like” in the same book on pages 33-36. This is a magazine acticle. Again, with the students point out the main parts of a magazine article and read together. Have them work on the comprehension questions in their notebooks at the end of the article. When you have finished talking about these 2 informational resources, take them to the computer lab and look at the parts of a webpage. Have some questions about the parts and allow them to search for specific parts on the web. 

Note: I usually put the grammer lessons between all the other things we do because it can get really boring for the students. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Holt Literature and Language Arts book

Holt Handbook

Chapter books from library

All the information that I mentioned is found in the binder labeled “Language Arts” in the classroom.


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
