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	OVERVIEW: Students will write a persuasive essay using persuasion, reason and evidence to convince an audience.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

6.2 Identify and understand language and words with multiple meanings.

6.3 Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

6.7 Practice creating outlines, logical notes, summaries, or reports.

6.8 Follow multiple-step instructions
6.16 Use letter-sound knowledge to decode written English and use a range of cueing systems to determine pronunciation and meaning

6.17 Use context clues to help determine meaning

6.18 Understand and use sensory details and descriptive writing 

6.19 Revise writing to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs

6.20 Write text of a length appropriate to address a topic with details while excluding extraneous information
6.24 Write a persuasive piece that states a clear position and supports it with relevant detail and examples 

6.25 Use simple sentences correctly and understand their formatting 
6.27 Identify and properly use present, past, and future tenses. Introduce the use of the past participle.

6.28 Use capitalization, commas, periods, and question marks correctly.
6.29 Spell frequently misspelled words correctly (e.g., their, they're, there)
6.30 Understand and practice the correct techniques needed for good oral presentation (punctuation, articulation, fluency, delivery, tone, speed, volume, pitch, eye contact, physical presence)

6.31 Create and present presentations targeted to a specific audience related to the various writing techniques (narrative, expository, informative, persuasive) focusing on the individual elements, with self-critique and peer critique in a professional manner

9.34. Practice reading with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech
School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards) See Appendix C in Guidelines Document
    

	Essential questions:
What is Persuasion? 

Have you ever been persuaded to do something?

What are reasons?

What is evidence?

How do we restate reasons?

What is a counterargument?

What is perspective?


	Expected language:

Persuasion, perspective, reasons, evidence, organization, restating, introduction, body, conclusion, counterarguments, oral delivery, volume, eye contact, rhythm, flow


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	I walked around and talked through each part of the writing process and evaluated progression and content this way. Notebooks were handed in occasionally to check as well. The final project was a written persuasive essay on a topic of choice.

They were also evaluated on presenting their paper to the class using effective communication strategies.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	1. I used the quote in “preteaching” on page 618 of the Holt Language Arts Book. I had them write what it meant to them and then we discussed the idea of taking a stand towards a certain idea or against it. We talked about being brave and how it can make you feel.

2. We also talked about experiences we have had trying to convince someone to do something they might not want to. 

3. We read about “Writing a Persuasive Speech” on pages 618

4. Next we read the story example called “The U.S. Has a Garbage Crisis” on pages 619-620. Afterwards they worked with a partner to answer all the guiding questions along the right side of the story. We then discussed the position, reasons, evidence and counterarguments.

5. We brainstormed ideas of things that we might want to persuade others about. I would have normally used the computer lab to research different topics but it was being used for MAP Testing at this point)

6. Each student decided on one issue and then everyone created a graphic organizer to plan out basic ideas for “supporting” their position.

7. We then created an opinion statement for our topic. There is help for this on pages 622-623.

8. On page 624 we read a talked more in detail about counterarguments and practiced creating some for our essay.

9. Next we created “pyramid diagrams” starting with out opinion on the top and then working down to the next most important idea, which are our reasons. Finally we added the bottom of the pyramid and most important part of evidence for our opinion.

10. When this was completed we read page 628 to begin planning our papers structure. We discussed what goes into the introduction, body and conclusion and looked at pages that the book suggests could be helpful to the students in this process. (Conclusion help page 656, transitions page 654, organization page 619-620)

11. We read the essay “Put Litter in the Trash” on pages 629-630. This was helpful to the students because it points out each element that they need to include long the way on the side of the story. I noticed many students using this to assist them when writing their rough drafts.

12. Finally we began writing the rough draft. This took about two days.

13. We then had a day of peer revising. Each student had to have 2-3 people edit their paper.

14. Their final draft was then written. Before they handed this in we did oral presentations of our stories. 

15. I graded each paper and then handed them back for grammar corrections, which we spent a day in class doing. They then could come in at recess or in reinforcement for extra assistance if they wished.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Holt Language Arts and Literature Book

Common Grammar mistakes that we created in Notebooks (beginning of year)

Notebooks

Computers (if they are available)

Dictionaries


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
