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	OVERVIEW: In this unit students will learn how create take notes in their own words, create summaries and create the standard outline. We will do so using a variety of war stories.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	The students will be able to:

6.20 Write text of a length appropriate to address a topic with details while excluding extraneous information
6.4 Monitor expository text for unknown words or words with novel meanings by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

6.6 Analyze text that uses the compare-and-contrast organizational pattern. 
6.7 Practice creating outlines, logical notes, summaries, or reports.

6.8 Follow multiple-step instructions  

6.9 Make reasonable assertions about a text through making predictions and inferences about what you've read

6.11 Analyze the qualities of the character on the plot, relationship to the setting, and the resolution of the conflict.
6.12 Identify and recognize the difference between first-and third-person 
6.13 Identify and analyze features of themes
6.17 Use context clues to help determine meaning

6.20 Write text of a length appropriate to address a topic with details while excluding extraneous information

6.23 Write responses to literature the exhibits comprehension of the story selection

    

	Essential questions:

What is an outline?

What is an outline useful for?

How do you know if something should be included in your outline?

What is a cluster diagram?

What is the main idea? 

What are its supporting details?

How can we summarize the information?


	Expected language:

Outline, summery, notes, war, Pearl Harbor, Japanese Americans, internment camps, evacuated, interned, aliens, forsaken

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, and prompts 

	Reading Check questions, Outline activities, Note taking activities, 


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	1. To introduce the war theme of this unit we read the story called “The Bracelet” on page 69 of the Language Arts book. I gave them some background information that is written in the teachers book before reading. 
2. We reviewed the vocabulary words: evacuated, interned, aliens, and forsaken. We defined them in our notebooks and they will be quizzed on them later in the week.

3. We read the story and discussed as we read using the “Direct Teaching” questions.

4. They were assessed using the Reading Check questions on page 76. \

5. I found a short clip on line to show the students what an interment camp really looked like. There are tons on line from Utube. I used on called Japanese Internment Camps During WWII. (I can’t connect the link because it is blocked here at school)

6. We then started working on how to take logical notes, using the story called “Wartime Mistakes, Peacetime Apologies.” This story had note cards along the side of the page where the students can practice filling in the important, relevant information as main ideas for note taking. Of course, guide the reading and ask appropriate questions for understanding. This seems to get them to see that not all the information is important and helps to figure out just what is. This took more then one day for this class.

7. As review from social studies we also made time-lines of this period.

8. We then moved on to creating a summery from reading a story. I handed out an article I got from one of the “Analogies” books in the library. There are tons to choose from. Copy of one is in the binder. I used “Man Ties Knot” and the students had to read it, look at analogies, discuss and the then summarized what it was about without looking at it. (They like to copy otherwise) They had seen this story before so they were familiar with it. I worked through this process step by step as I saw needed for this particular group.

9. Once they understood how to pick out main ideas, take notes, and start small summaries, we tried a bit of a bigger summery. We read pages 86 and 87 in Language Arts book and created our own cluster diagram to pick out bits of information. We did this using the short summary on page 86. 

10. Next we moved on to the newspaper article on page 88. We read it together and they worked with partners to create a summary of their own. First they took notes, then created a cluster diagram and eventually turned it into a solid summary of the one page article.

11.When we returned from break, the students wrote a page summery about what they did on their vacation. Once they completed that, I introduced the proper outline format. We did examples, and then they turned their stories into outlines. 

12. We then read the “The Wind People” on page 65. It is a short story. They then created an outline of their own. They had to contain at least 3 main ideas from the quick story. First we got the main ideas, put them into notes, and then into an outline.

13. I did a lot of cross curriculum with social studies during this unit. We talked about wars, but also focused a lot on taking notes, outlining and summarizing. 

14. During this unit as always, we had grammar days and focused on proper nouns, and pronouns. I always seem to have to review everything else with grammar that we have done through the year also. There are many pages in the Holt book to use, as well as some practice books that are with the curriculum. The one’s I used are copied in the binder, but there are others as well.

15. Also, most days I do a 5-minute intro, discussing language skills that I hear from the students that are not correct. Can’t really tell you them here because it depends on your students.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Holt Literature and Language Arts book

Holt Handbook

Utube

All the information that I mentioned is found in the binder labeled “Language Arts” in the classroom.

Language & Sentence Skills Practice book


At the end of unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
