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Subject (s):    English                                      Grade:      6              Term: 2
Name / Theme or Unit: Biography and Autobiography
Time Frame: 2-3
Submitted by:  English Dept.
	OVERVIEW : Students will investigate and understand the terms 1st and third person through the readings of biography and autobiography text

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks :

6.1 Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression. 

6.2 Identify and understand language and words with multiple meanings.

6.3 Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

6.4 Monitor expository text for unknown words or words with novel meanings by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

6.6 Analyze text that uses the compare-and-contrast organizational pattern. 

6.7 Practice creating outlines, logical notes, summaries, or reports.

6.8 Follow multiple-step instructions  

6.9 Make reasonable assertions about a text through making predictions and inferences about what you've read

6.10 Identify the forms of fiction and non-fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form 

6.11 Analyze the qualities of the character on the plot, relationship to the setting, and the resolution of the conflict.

6.12 Identify and recognize the difference between first-and third-person 

6.13 Identify and analyze features of themes

 6.14 Understand how to identify credible sources

6.15 Understand the terms antagonist and protagonist

6.16 Use letter-sound knowledge to decode written English and use a range of cueing systems to determine pronunciation and meaning

6.17 Use context clues to help determine meaning

6.18 Understand and use sensory details and descriptive writing 
6.19 Revise writing to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs

6.20 Write text of a length appropriate to address a topic with details while excluding extraneous information

6.24 Write a persuasive piece that states a clear position and supports it with relevant detail and examples 

6.25 Use simple sentences correctly and understand their formatting 

6.26 Understand and be able to use the eight parts of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun, prepositions, conjunction, interjection)

6.27 Identify and properly use present, past, and future tenses. Introduce the use of the past participle.

6.28 Use capitalization, commas, periods, and question marks correctly.

6.29 Spell frequently misspelled words correctly (e.g., their, they're, there)

6.30 Understand and practice the correct techniques needed for good oral presentation (punctuation, articulation, fluency, delivery, tone, speed, volume, pitch, eye contact, physical presence)

9.34. Practice reading with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech



	Essential questions:

1. Who do we admire?
2. Why read/write a biography?/autobiography?

	Expected language:



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	1. .Research Project
2. Student Autobiography - using elements of 1st person and third person, have students create a video autobiography or a visual presentation that includes written and visual graphics. They could work in partners and help each other. There needs to be at least 3 third person sources in the project for each student.
3. Go to the library and have the students check out a biography or create a list of people that might interest them to find out more about. Use the web outline in the folder to get kids started. They have to present their person orally to the class.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	First and third person narration - explanation - page 242 Holt  Textbook and in Interactive Reader p. 179.
Introduce their idea of the "Say Something" strategy and see if the students can understand and apply it
To practice the skill, use the story, The Picture IR, p. 180. Have the students complete the grey columns as you read. Talk about sensory language as well and how the author uses imagery to paint the picture of the ocean. Have students do the chart on p. 187 and discuss as a class.

Reading Selection: The Land I Lost -Holt Textbook p. 276 - do the 1st and 3rd person chart in the interactive reader to be sure they understand the differences. Do the describing a Place activity on p. 284. Share with class.
Reading Selections : The Brother I Never Had - p. 271; A Glory Over Everything p. 288; All Aboard with Thomas Garrett - p. 302 ; from John Brown - One Man Against Slavery - p. 315; from Harriet Tubman -  p. 317

(You'll have to give some background  on the US during this time so the students have a frame of reference - see video clips in folder)

Research Project - The CNN Freedom Project - have students find an incident of modern slavery and create a report to present to the class

http://thecnnfreedomproject.blogs.cnn.com/



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Holt Textbook and Interactive reader; video clips


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
