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Subject (s):          English                                            Grade:      11/12         Term: 
Name / Theme or Unit: Independent Reading Project
Time Frame: 4-6 weeks (outside of class to complete)
Submitted by: Cathy Carpenter
	OVERVIEW : Students will learn to work independently and set a schedule to complete their work. They will make their own selection of a book to read in English that appeals to them. Can be fiction or non-fiction, minimum 100 pages. Grade level at least 8th grade.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

11.3 Practice reading passage comprehension techniques to help with SAT preparation and MET testing

11.10 acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing

11.12 Analyze and be able to determine themes in various literary selections; know the purpose and power of theme in representing the selection

11.15 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes.

11.16 set a context for writing and engage the reader; write with the audience in mind

11.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story

11.26 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of Standard American English, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats

11.40 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.

11.41 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats

   

	Essential questions:

1. What types of literature or stories do you enjoy reading?
2. What makes reading in a second language difficult?

3. What is the benefit of independent reading? vocabulary development?
	Expected language:



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Student project - they will share their project with the class. Have them prepare to answer the following questions.
1. What was the greatest conflict in the story?

2. What was the biggest strength and weakness of the main character?

3. Why they would recommend or not recommend the book.

4. How does the title tie into the story?

(you can add other questions - be sure they speak in complete thoughts and address the audience)


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Take the students to the library and help them to select a book that they will enjoy reading. Talk to them before they go about what they like and be familiar with the books in the library so you can make suggestions. You can tell the students level of reading and know if the book they have chosen is too low.

First Assessment: They have one month to finish the book on their own time - they have to turn in a brief summary of the story with the character and plot analysis at that time to show they actually read the book. 

Second Assessment: ask them questions about the book based on the information they gave you to see if they copied it or read the book. If you know the book, all the better to see if they really read it.

Third Assessment: They choose one of the following to complete on the independent book they are reading for class. Be thorough and detailed. Give them a due date.
1. Imagine that you are the author of the story you have just read. Suddenly the story becomes a best seller. Write a letter to a movie producer trying to get that person interested in making your story into a movie. Explain why the story, characters, conflicts, etc., would make a good film. Suggest a filming location and the actors to play the various roles. YOU MAY ONLY USE STORIES WHICH HAVE NOT ALREADY BEEN MADE INTO MOVIES.

2. Write a feature article (with a headline) that tells the story as it might be found on the front page of a newspaper in the town where the story takes place.

3. Write a FULL (physical, emotional, relational) description of all of the main characters in the story. Draw a portrait to accompany each description. (There has to be at least five characters or don't pick this option)

4. Create a newspaper for the story. Summarize the plot in one article, cover the weather in another, do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in another. Include an editorial and a collection of ads that would be pertinent to the story.

5. Practice and the read to the class a favorite part. Should be at least 5 minutes.

6. Write a different ending for your story or a different beginning. At least two pages, front and back, skip lines.

7. Make a time line of all the events in the story in an interesting way.

8. Stories are made up; on conflicts and solutions. Choose three conflicts that take place in the story and give the solutions. Is there one that you wish had been handled differently?

9. Pretend a scene is missing from the story. Write the scene that has been lost from the book and decide where it would go, new characters, how it fits into the story.

10. Rewrite the story for younger children in picture book form.

11. Tape an interview with one of the characters in the story you read. Pretend that this character is being interviewed by a magazine or newspaper reporter. You have to ask and answer at least 10 questions.

12. Create an additional character for the story then tell the story from their perspective or point of view. Be sure to work in their role in the story and what changes happen because of them. Or, tell the story from the perspective of another character that wasn't the main character and show how it looks differently and how that character felt.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	library time, independent book selection


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
