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	OVERVIEW : Reflection is an essential element of self-growth. The students will use various pieces of literature to discuss their purpose in life and how that is viewed by friends, society, and the world, and then make comparisons. Discussion groups and writing essays will be a part of the evaluation on this theme. Students will create a personal mission statement and make plans for their futures after high school.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

12.2. Develop vocabulary in context through the use of other mediums - internet, news stories, and supplemental materials.
12.3 identify evidence (e.g., examples of diction, imagery, point of view, figurative language, symbolism, plot events, and main ideas, and characteristics) in a variety of texts representative of different genres and use this evidence as the basis for interpretation.
12.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

12.9 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim.


12.10 Analyze the use of irony, tone, mood, the author's style, and the "sound" of language and be able to apply it in your own writing.

12.13 Identify and analyze bias, slanted writing, and propaganda

12.6 Analyze inferences and conclusions

12.18 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers

12.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story

12.20 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause and effect, order of importance, spatial, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question)

12.28 Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text and write a reflective piece that employs those ideas.

12.31. Draw comparisons between specific incidents and broader themes that illustrate the writer's important beliefs or generalizations about life and present that information in a concise narrative or persuasive writing


12.36 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.

12.37 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization.

12.38 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats

12.39 Maintain consistent number, gender, point-of-view and verb tense



	Essential questions:

1. What is your purpose in life? What do you believe in and how does that guide your life?
2. What influences are there in literature that can give direction through the characters actions?

3. What comparisons can be made between specific incidents and broader themes through the information presented by a writer?

	Expected language:

mission statement
purpose vs. desires and goals

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Reflection Assessment:

Putting it all together: Creating Your Personal Mission Statement


“Writing or reviewing a mission statement changes you because it forces you to think through your priorities deeply, carefully, and to align your behavior with your beliefs”

– Stephen Covey, ‘7 Habits of Highly Effective People’
A personal mission consists of 3 parts:

What do I want to do? 

Who do I want to help? 

What is the result? What value will I create?
Final Assessment: Students will do a research project on different beliefs. They will work in a group and select a religion or group (witchcraft could work) and find the following information. Then, present it as a newscast format video taped for the class.

1 - Description of the religion, background, where, who involved, leader

2 - Major beliefs - what you believe in or do if you are a part of this religion

3 - What it has to offer that is better or worse in your opinion to other religions

4 -  Specific characteristics of the group - how identified, where worship, numbers today, how they support themselves, any interesting items in the news about them

5 - creating a commercial that will be part of the presentation that ties into finding purpose in life

Students will be graded using the video rubric



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Activating Interest Activity: Have the students discuss the 15 questions below about themselves in a reflection journal they are going to keep as part of the grade for this unit.

15 Questions:
1. What makes you smile? (Activities, people, events, hobbies, projects, etc.)

2. What are your favorite things to do in the past? What about now?

3. What activities make you lose track of time?

4. What makes you feel great about yourself?

5. Who inspires you most? (Anyone you know or do not know. (Family, friends, authors, artists, leaders, etc.) Which qualities inspire you, in each person?

6. What are you naturally good at? (Skills, abilities, gifts etc.)

7. What do people typically ask you for help in?

8. If you had to teach something, what would you teach?

9. What would you regret not fully doing, being or having in your life?
10. You are now 90 years old, sitting on a rocking chair outside your porch; you can feel the spring breeze gently brushing against your face. You are blissful and happy, and are pleased with the wonderful life you’ve been blessed with. Looking back at your life and all that you’ve achieved and acquired, all the relationships you’ve developed; what matters to you most? List them out.

11. What are your deepest values? Select 3 to 6 and prioritize the words in order of importance to you.

12. What were some challenges, difficulties and hardships you’ve overcome or are in the process of overcoming? How did you do it?

13. What causes do you strongly believe in? Connect with?

14. If you could get a message across to a large group of people. Who would those people be? What would your message be?

15. Given your talents, passions and values. How could you use these resources to serve, to help, to contribute? ( to people, beings, causes, organization, environment, planet, etc.)
Activity: Have students take the life purpose quiz and watch the video clip from YouTube on "Your Life's Purpose" which has a man on the street talking to people about what their purpose is in life.

Introduce the story of Simon Birch. The 

Simon Birchis a film about a very small person; he has a lot of faith and self-confidence in spite of the fact that he is physically "different", he has little family support and he has health problems. Be aware that there is some "questionable" language and students may find parts of the dialogue difficult to understand. Also, Simon is religious, and goes to a Christian church, so I emphasized the "faith" issue in a general sense, and explained references to the Bible, the Christmas story etc. 

I introduced the film simply by saying that it was about "a very small person." I gave the students these comprehension questions to follow as they watched the first hour of the film. 

Answer these questions about the first half of the movie. 

1. What is different about Simon Birch? 

2. Who is Simon's friend? 

3.. Why do you think that they are friends? 

4. What game did Simon like? 

5. How would you describe Simon's character? 

6. Who did Simon's friend (Joe) live with? Why? 

7. Describe Miss Wentworth's (Joe's mother) boyfriend, Ben. 

8. What was in his bag? 

9. What's Simon's relationship with his parents like? 

10. What does Joe what to know about? 

11. What did Miss Wentworth make for Simon? 

12. What happened in church? 

13. How was Simon punished? 

14. What did Miss Wentworth do? 

15. What happened to Miss Wentworth? 

16. What happened between the two boys? 

17. What did Simon think that his purpose in life was? 

18. What did Joe's grandmother tell him after his mother¹s death? 

19. What did Joe feel that he had to do? 

Reflection activity: 

1. Have you ever known anyone like Simon? 

2. If yes, what was this person like? 

3. Simon wanted to be a hero, and eventually he was. Have you ever been a hero, even in a small way? 

4. What's your definition of a hero? 

5. Sometimes a hero can be someone you know: a mother, a father, a friend, etc. Maybe Ben was Joe's hero. Who has been a hero for you in your life? 
Why was it so difficult for people to believe that Simon could be an instrument of God?
Writing Assessment: Answer the question using the correct format and supporting details. What purpose do you see for your life as it fits into the rest of the world? How do you determine what is your purpose in life?

Activity: Have the students complete the video guide questions independently.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	DVD - Simon Birch
YouTube video clips

short story selections

video camera and computer time for research project




At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
