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	OVERVIEW : students will read various materials and be able to discuss the main ideas and implications of the information presented; analysis and application.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
12.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.
12.5 Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structure, and elements of nonfiction and/or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support understanding
12.6 Compare and contrast specific characteristics of different genres as they develop and change over time for different purposes
12.7 Look at expository text and be able to understand the techniques being used by the author to present their purpose
12.8 acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing
12.13 Identify and analyze bias, slanted writing, and propaganda. Analyze inferences and conclusions
12.20 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause and effect, order of importance, spatial, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question)
12.21 Support statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples    

	Essential questions:

1. What is the purpose of informational readings?
2. Why is it important to look at both sides of a story?
	Expected language:

 slant, bias, prejudice, point of view, perception

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	writing assignments, class discussion, depth of analysis


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Do several of the following tasks with each of the assigned readings. Can vary with the readings.

1. Tossing Dwarfs in Illinois (see video for visual)

2. The Ugly Truth about Beauty

3. The Trouble with Television

4. Drinking Age

You could choose to do one together as a class, assign pairs for the others, and have them present their findings.

1. Find three facts and three opinions. How do you know the difference? Are there words and phrases that tip you off? Are the details of what is said important? 
2. Choose a passage from the text that we've read and rewrite it from a different perspective. First, cast the events from another character's point of view. Determine whose point of view the passage relies on; then, choose another character who knows about the events that are described in the passage. How does the character's point of view affect the things that you see? Consider how another character's perspective changes the scene.

3. Make a prediction. Consider the last section of the text that we've read. Based on everything that's happened so far and the behavior of the characters in the story, what will happen next? Sketch out the events that will occur -- what will the participants do? 
4. Choose a passage of about 75 to 100 words, several nice paragraphs. Begin by writing a paraphrase of the paragraphs. Explain all the points of the passage in your own words, but stick to the facts and the order of the original. Don't insert your own opinions or ideas. Your paraphrase will be several sentences long. After you've written a paraphrase, write a one-sentence summary of the passage -- You should have one sentence of about 10 to 15 words that captures the gist of the paragraphs that you've chosen from the text. Begin by sketching out the key points or facts from the paragraphs; then, bring those ideas into a single sentence. You may have to condense or combine related ideas to reduce your notes to a single sentence.

5.  What if today's reading were a myth or folk legend? How would it be different? Who would be the "mere mortals," and who would be the gods or the human with super abilities? Is there an important hero? Is there a test or some trickery involved? Does the tale explain the way that something was created or how something got to be the way that it is? Once you've thought through your reading, rewrite it as a myth. Be creative, and explore the ideas. If the text seems too long to write as one myth, choose one particular episode that occurs and rewrite only that episode as a myth.

6.  Who wrote the text that you've read for today? What do you know about the author (why is the author qualified to write this text)? Why did the author write this text (what point is the author trying to make)? Where was the text published first (what can you tell about the text by the where it was published)? When was the text written? After you've answered all the journalist's questions, what conclusions can you make about the text? How might the text be biased? How would it be different if it were written in another time or published in another place?

[7.  Before you begin reading today's assignment, take a few minutes to write down everything that you know about the subject. What have you heard others say about it? Have you read other things that talk about the same topic? Have you seen television programs or movies about the ideas that the reading covers (or heard radio broadcasts)? Next, take several minutes write down what you would like to know about the subject. What questions do you have about the ideas or subject that are covered? If you could know only one more thing about the issue, what one thing would that be and why? After you've done your pre-reading notes on what you know and what you want to know, go ahead and read the text. Once you've finished, return to your notes and write a paragraph or so on what you've learned from the reading. You might think about how the reading compared to what you already knew about the topic. Were any of the ideas that were included surprising or shocking? Were they thing that you really knew already? Was there any new information that you hadn't heard or seen before? You might think about the ways that the text related to other things that you've read, seen, or heard about the topic -- how different was the writer's perspective? Finally, did the text answer any of the question that you had about the subject? Did you learn any of the things that you wanted to?

8.  Look closely at the title of the text that you've read for today. If you're looking at a novel, you might consider the title of the novel or the title of a specific chapter. An author uses a title to catch your attention and to forecast the main ideas of the text. How does the title relate to the text? Before you read the text, what did the title lead you to expect? After you read the text, did your way of thinking about the title change? If so, how? If you were given the chance to change the title of the text, would you -- and if you would, what would you change it to?


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	class set of articles and information to read


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
