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	OVERVIEW : Students will begin to learn research skills and develop the information and background needed for their senior projects. 

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks :

11.16 set a context for writing and engage the reader; write with the audience in mind
11.17 Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis, perspective, or controlling idea when writing that can be easily identified by the reader, maintaining an appropriate and consistent tone and coherent focus throughout
11.18 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers
11.19 Write texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story
11.20 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause and effect, order of importance, spatial, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question)
11.21 Support statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples
11.22 Use logical and effective transitions between ideas and paragraphs
11.23 Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids.
11.24 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies; organize information logically and systematically so it can be presented clearly
11.25 Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre.
11.26 Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of Standard American English, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats



	Essential questions:
1.  What is the difference between superficial and depth of background information?
2. What is credible information and where do you find it?

3. What is the correct way to conduct an interview to get the information you need?

	Expected language:



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	1. Project Planning Outline

2. Background/Reference notes and information

3. Bibliography page correctly formatted and inclusive (review with the students how to use online bibliography making programs like easybib.com, noodletools.com, sonofacitation.com
4. Oral presentation of basic idea to the class


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	
 Intro. Activity - Have a class discussion of areas of interest and make a list of the topics given. Categorize them into good research ideas, doesn't need more research, not able to be researched. 
Give the students the Senior Project Research Outline. Take a couple of the topics and go a little further with them as to what would you do next. Take one idea through the steps on the planning sheet together. Use the computer lab or library to help the students develop their idea and be sure that they can actually follow through with the project with this topic. Have the students share their ideas and talk about them as a class so they get some other perspectives and feedback. 
Remind them it isn't always about "I like it, it's fun." The idea of the senior project is to  take a problem or new idea and show how it has value, needs to change, or  needs to be eliminated.

Once the students have the ideas and outline completed, let them know they will be sharing what they found with the class and the class will be rating their research efforts and asking them questions. If the students cannot defend their decisions and information, they may see that they have to readjust their ideas or topic or change in order to present a project that fits the criteria.
Show several of the presentations from previous years, good and bad, and have the students critique what they feel was done well and what was not. This will hopefully help them to see the direction they need to go the following year with their project.
Research element: Have the students create a sample bibliography page using an  online bibliography service so that they are prepared for when they have to make theirs.

Activity Two: Have each of the students go to the library to check out 2 senior projects from previous years. (They are kept in a file cabinet by the door – the CDs and the books are on the back wall by Carolina’s office). Have them look at these projects and then fill out the comment worksheet. Oral presentations will involve presenting the information to the class – we are hoping to avoid the mistakes we see and get hints and ideas that worked well.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	computer lab, library time; powerpoints of old projects, planning guide copy


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
