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	GI SCHOOL
	SGC-GI- F77

	
	UNIT PLAN

2010-2011
	v. 03

	
	
	August 2010


Subject (s):      English                                                  Grade:      11            Term:  2
Name / Theme or Unit:  Mystery Story tied into American Romanticism
Time Frame:
 1 week
Submitted by: Cathy Carpenter
	OVERVIEW : context, significance and  theme of the unit.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will know/understand ...    Students will be able to….
School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document
    

	Essential questions:


	Expected language:



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	

	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Christmas Mystery Assignment

Christmas is always a time for fun, excitement, and presents, but sometimes it is a time for mystery as well! Everybody loves a good mystery, even Santa Claus. Christmas time provides lots of opportunities for mysterious and strange situations to occur and Santa has hinted that he would like a book of such mysteries to relax with after delivering all the presents this year. After several emails from Santa's head elf asking for help, you have been chosen to participate as a writer for this book for Santa. He's been there for you, so be there for him and give him a nice story to curl up with by the fireplace as he relaxes until next Christmas.

Be prepared to read your story aloud for a grade as well!

Task One: First, you need to know a little bit about mysteries. Go to the following two links and read about the elements necessary to make a good mystery. Read the section called "Writing Tips" on this website. 

Elements of a mystery http://www.teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mystery/tips.htm

Mystery Vocabulary - you will need to know this vocabulary to complete the story so you might want to make yourself a copy.
http://www.mysterynet.com/learn/lessonplans/vocab.worksheet.shtml

After you've read the information, go to the link to check yourself and see what you remember.

 http://school.discoveryeducation.com/quizzes11/cmatzat/mystery.html

Post on the wiki discussion link on this page the answer to the following question in the correct short answer essay format. Watch spelling, capitals, and grammar!!!!

What are essential elements that need to be included to make a good mystery story?
Due by EOD December 3rd.
Now that you know the elements that make up a good mini-mystery and you know how to solve them, it is time to write your story for Santa’s book.
Print the attached story guide to help in the planning of your story. This will count as a grade, so be complete and think about each element. 
After you receive back your completed story guide, make any corrections or changes and the write your story. Be sure to include the title of the story and your name. Make sure that your story has an interesting beginning, contains a sleuth and suspects, a red herring, and has at least one clue that will allow your reader to solve the mystery. In addition, make sure that in your solution you explain the evidence that points to the culprit. 

Double space the final story and email the completed story to cathleen_carpenter@hotmail.com for corrections and checking before you create your final powerpoint. Final story needs to be emailed by Friday, December 10th

Step 4. Put your mystery into multimedia form.
After you receive your corrected story back, use HyperStudio or PowerPoint, create a multimedia version of your Christmas mystery for Santa. Make sure that you include a title page with your name, pages for the story, and a separate page with the solution to the mystery. Your presentation should include graphics, sound, and animation that enhance the story. Your final project will be due and presented in class on Friday, January 14th. You will be recorded reading your story so be sure to practice and have good inflection, tone, and speed.

Click here for the rubric on how your project will be evaluated:

http://www.thematzats.com/christmasquest/evaluation.html

The following sites contain graphics, sounds, and animations that you can use in your projects. Make sure that you give credit to any sources you use.

www.freeplaymusic.com - great background music

Kid’s Domain Christmas Clipart
http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/xmas/clip.html 

Jo' World - has lots of animated gifs, but be sure to turn your sound off as the site has some annoying music playing on each page
http://www.requiem.net/jograham/xmasindx.htm 

Pics4Learning
http://pics.tech4learning.com/ 

Awesome Clipart for Kids
http://www.awesomeclipartforkids.com/ 



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
