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	OVERVIEW : 
Evaluation of literature and its historical relevance at the time. Students will: identify differences between magical realism and other genres to which they have already been introduced, .identify and discuss literary elements of magical realism, demonstrate understanding of the elements of magical realism through their impromptu interpretive dramas.


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Goal 1: The learner will react to and reflect upon print and non-print text and personal experiences by examining situations from both subjective and objective perspectives.

Objective 1.01: Produce reminiscences (about a person, event, object, place, animal) that engage the audience by: 

using specific and sensory details with purpose. 

explaining the significance of the reminiscence from an objective perspective. 

moving effectively between past and present. 

recreating the mood felt by the author during the reminiscence. 

Goal 4: The learner will critically interpret and evaluate experiences, literature, language, and ideas.

Objective 4.02: Analyze thematic connections among literary works by: 

showing an understanding of cultural context. 

using specific references from texts to show how a theme is universal. 

examining how elements such as irony and symbolism impact theme. 

Objective 4.03: Analyze the ideas of others by identifying the ways in which writers: 

introduce and develop a main idea. 

choose and incorporate significant, supporting, relevant details. 

relate the structure/organization to the ideas. 

use effective word choice as a basis for coherence. 

achieve a sense of completeness and closure. 

Goal 5: The learner will demonstrate understanding of selected world literature through interpretation and analysis.

Objective 5.01: Read and analyze selected works of world literature by: 

using effective strategies for preparation, engagement, and reflection. 

building on prior knowledge of the characteristics of literary genres, including fiction, non-fiction, drama, and poetry, and exploring how those characteristics apply to literature of world cultures. 

analyzing literary devices such as allusion, symbolism, figurative language, flashback, dramatic irony, situational irony, and imagery and explaining their effect on the work of world literature. 

analyzing the importance of tone and mood. 

analyzing archetypal characters, themes, and settings in world literature. 

making comparisons and connections between historical and contemporary issues. 

understanding the importance of cultural and historical impact on literary texts. 

Goal 6: The learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage.

Objective 6.01: Demonstrate an understanding of conventional written and spoken expression by: 

employing varying sentence structures (e.g., inversion, introductory phrases) and sentence types (e.g., simple, compound, complex, compound-complex). 

analyzing authors' choice of words, sentence structure, and use of language. 

using word recognition strategies to understand vocabulary and exact word choice (Greek, Latin roots and affixes, analogies, idioms, denotation, connotation). 

examining textual and classroom language for elements such as idioms, denotation, and connotation to apply effectively in own writing/speaking. 

Objective 0.01: Use tone of voice and gestures to enhance meaning in conversation.

Objective 0.02: Develop vocabulary based on non-academic and academic topics.

Objective 0.04: Use new vocabulary in speech.

Objective 0.06: Edit and correct basic grammatical conventions.

Objective 0.08: Begin to use contextual clues to understand and respond to informational text.

Objective 0.09: Respond with difficulty when participating in group discourse by adapting language and communication behaviors to the situation to accomplish a specific purpose.

Objective 0.14: Retell important information from visual and oral presentations.

Objective 0.16: Use reference materials (e.g., dictionaries)   

	Essential questions:
1. What is magical realism and where did it come from?

2. How does it differ from other genre?

3. How does literature reflect what is happening in society at the time?

	Expected language:

magical realism, probable vs. possible, motif, science fiction


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	1. Magical Realism Background Chart in notebook or collected.

2. Venn Diagram comparing magical realism to science fiction (or other genre) from each student or student partner-pairs.

3. Journal entry based in title of story.

4. Journal entry of Harry Potter video clip.

5. Reading comprehension questions from each student or partner-pairs.

6. Impromptu Interpretive Drama character conversations and notes.

7. Narrative paragraphs based on Impromptu Interpretive Drama. A Narrative from Interpretive Drama Rubric is provided.



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	1. Play song “Do You Believe in Magic?”

2. Provide students (if possible) with a copy of the lyrics to follow along (lyrics can be found on liner notes of album or through Internet search).

3. After listening to song, have students highlight, underline, or otherwise mark instances of magic referred to in song.

4. Elicit from students their thoughts on the magical elements of the song.

5. Present background information on magical realism, Gabriel Garcia-Marquez, Luis Borges, and Gunter Grass using slides 1-7 of Magical Realism PowerPoint presentation. 6.Have students copy the comparison chart to use as we read the various stories.
7. Have students use the Magical Realism Background Chart and Handout on Science Fiction (or notes on different genre) to create a Venn Diagram comparing Magical Realism to Science Fiction (or other genre).

8. As a class, discuss similarities and differences the students have discovered.
9. Show Harry Potter video clip of scene early in the movie where Harry is at the zoo in the snake area and speaks with the snake.

10. Have students respond to the magical realism elements that are in the video clip.

11. Elicit from students discussion of the magical realistic elements of this part of the Harry Potter story, using the information they learned from yesterday’s lecture and their  responses.
12. Provide students with copy of “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” (from text or photocopy).

13. If possible, have students number the paragraphs of the story.

14. Have students read story, a section at a time, stopping to ask/answer questions, discuss events, make predictions, and highlight magical realism elements (this will require the teacher to read the story ahead of time, mark sections, and note information to discuss during reading).

15. Provide students with reading comprehension questions and have them work with a partner (selected or assigned) to answer.

16. Bring whole class back together for a discussion of magical realism elements in the story. Use the last part of the Magical Realism Power Point presentation (slides 8 - 11) to present this information. Students should insert examples from the story in the examples section of Magical Realism Background Chart.
Read the story in the Holt text, The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World. Include this selection in the background chart

Guided Practice - Partners

1.Have each pair read both conversations created and select 1 of the conversations to use in an impromptu interpretive drama.

2.Students then have 15-20 minutes to prepare and practice for their interpretive drama. They should make notes about what they plan to do, as they will need these notes on day
3. They should try to use appropriate gestures to convey emotions and ideas.

Extra Credit: students may create a drawing that is related to their interpretive drama or the story. 

Student Presentations

1. Each pair of students will present impromptu interpretive drama to the class in 2-3 minutes.

2. When not presenting, students should be observing, preparing to discuss different interpretations.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Background information on Gabriel Garcia-Marquez as well as magical realism and its origins. (In addition to using this Magical Realism Power Point presentation, the teacher may wish to conduct research on the Internet or using other media, if clarification is needed.)

Copies of the short story, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” (from text or photocopies).

Song “Do You Believe in Magic?” by the Lovin’ Spoonful on audio tape or CD. Lyrics are optional.

Video clip from movie Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (scene at zoo when snake and Harry talk).

Additional story selections as needed

Tuesday Siesta (see notes on the story page and questions)

http://www.lasculturas.com/lib/libMagicRealism.htm


At the end of the unit:
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