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	OVERVIEW : students will develop critical thinking skills through analysis of the topic of physical impairments.

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will know/understand ...    Students will be able to….
School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document

Standards and Benchmarks : 

    Students will know/understand ...    Students will be able to…..

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
2.8 Evaluate the credibility of an author's argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author's intent affects the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional journals, editorials, political speeches, primary source material). 
3.8 Interpret and evaluate the impact of ambiguities, subtleties, contradictions, ironies, and incongruities in a text.
1.1 Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.
a. Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained and logical fashion.
b. Use specific rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., appeal to logic through reasoning; appeal to emotion or ethical belief; relate a personal anecdote, case study, or analogy).
c. Clarify and defend positions with precise and relevant evidence, including facts, expert opinions, quotations, and expressions of commonly accepted beliefs and logical reasoning.
d. Address readers' concerns, counterclaims, biases, and expectations. 

1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).
1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax. 

1.1 Formulate judgments about the ideas under discussion and support those judgments with convincing evidence.
1.2 Compare and contrast the ways in which media genres (e.g., televised news, news magazines, documentaries, online information) cover the same event. 
Life-long learning standards
    interaction and working with others; critical thinking

    

	Essential questions:

1. What is the difference between being blind and visually impaired? deaf and hearing impaired?

2.What does it mean to be politically correct.

3. Why do stereotypes exist about physical handicaps?
	Expected language:

visually impaired, hearing impaired, 


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	1. oral reading ability - students will first read through the related selections and then make comparisons and draw conclusions from the information presented.

2. vocabulary list development - list will be made of new vocabulary encountered and then applied in writing selections and vocabulary sentences.

3. essay writing assignments - students will decide if they had to live without sight or hearing, which they would choose and why. What would be their greatest challenges, opportunities

4. research application of specific area of interest - students will choose an area of interest in the realm of physical handicaps and research more on the topic. They will identify the problem, characteristics, people affected (examples) problems they have, solutions, schools, ect. Create a powerpoint to present to the class.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Students will use critical thinking skills to analyze the information and draw conclusions and make generalizations. They will follow procedural knowledge to write complete paragraphs and organize their information. Skills of compare and contrast; synthesis of info. as it relates to the topic, their life, and the world around them. 

Story Selections -

from Three Days to See - Helen Keller

Darkness at Noon - Harold Krents

And Sarah Laughed - Joanne Greenberg

The Game - Judith Ortiz Cofer - poem

Miss Awful - Arthur Cavanaugh

Video Streaming clips


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Holt Interactive reader; Holt Literature textbook; United Streaming videos; story CD library; supplemental materials; songs, lyrics and poetry from internet websites


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
 English                                                    11                                      3
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