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	OVERVIEW : Students will use the story of 12 Angry Men to develop critical thinking skills and analyze the rights of individuals. (Will lead into another unit later in 12th grade)

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
At the end of this lesson students will be able to:

· Explain the reasons for requiring a jury in criminal cases 

· Discuss the importance of deliberation by members of a jury 
· Think critically about objectivity and responsibility of citizens

Content Standards and Benchmarks : 
11.1, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 27-32, 34, 35, 39, 46


	Essential questions:

· 1. How does the play/film Twelve Angry Men deepen our understanding of the constitutional guarantee of the right to trial by jury and the role of the jury system in American democracy? 

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the justice system from a civic point of view?


	Expected language:

Study the following key vocabulary. 

premeditated murder reasonable doubt abstain 

verdict unanimous foreman 

death sentence slum acquittal 

motive cross-examination secret ballot 

defense prosecution mandatory 

hung jury testimony mercy 

alternate juror open and shut case orphanage 

circumstantial evidence witness forgery 



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	Assessment One - posted on the wiki. Find your answers and post your response

Research the following three questions as they relate to practices in the United States. 

1) What is the difference between cases heard only by judges and those which are trials by jury? 

2) In some cases, a defendant may choose between trial by judge and trial by jury? What factors influence such a decision? 

3) What is the process for empanelling a jury? (In other words, how are jurors found and what steps must they go through before they actually sit on a jury?) 

Additional questions: 

4) Compare and contrast the jury system in the US with the system in another country. No two students can research the same country so post early! First come, first served.
5) Do you believe you would make a good juror? Are you interested in serving on a jury? Explain. 
After story study/discussion questions:
· Who was chosen to serve on the jury? 

· Was the jury in this case representative? 

· Was the jury in this case impartial? 

· Is there a difference between representative and impartial? If so, is the difference critical? 

· What were the primary concerns of the jurors? 

· What factors influenced the jurors as they discussed and decided this case? 

· Did the jurors believe that they were doing their job responsibly? 

· What factors convinced them to change their votes? 

· Which of these concerns had a constitutional basis? 

· What, ultimately, was the crucial factor in determining the outcome of the trial? 

· What did the jurors learn while deliberating the case? 

· About the trial? 

· About themselves? 

· About the Constitution?
· Were These Men Your Peers?

· Would the Accused Have Fared Better With a Bench Trial?

· Assuming you are a fair minded citizen, and could eliminate jurors that you thought were unqualified to serve, who would you have eliminated from this jury and why?

· Excluding Henry Fonda (juror #8), who did you think was the best juror? Why was he the best?
Essay question to answer:

Does this play/film leave you feeling concerned or confident that a "trial by jury" results in a fair trial? What are the reasons for your position?
Assessment Three: Post viewing character study quiz


4. Group discussion and analysis response

Assessment 5: Using the "You Be the Jury" video clip, give the students a chance to apply what they learned. Teacher guide and handouts in the unit folder.

Use the handouts of  Supreme Court Cases and have groups outline the information and present to the class the key components of their case. They should tell what was the problem or issue that caused the legal action to need to be taken, who it involved, and the result. Think of a situation today that might become a similar issue in the future as well to present with your group information. (in files but also in the back of the US history textbook if more copies are needed)


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Interest Builder 
“Anger” – explain the entries into this emotion. Write a list of words to characterize an angry person. Describe any situation when people may be angry. Give advice how to avoid being angry and overcome this state. 

Lesson One - Prereading Activity
• Whole-group discussion on the background of rendering verdicts 

Society has many different approaches for sitting in judgment of those accused of crimes. Some cases are heard solely by judges; others are decided by juries. Still others take place before a tribal council or group of village elders. In some countries, all of these forms of adjudication coexist. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of each of the above forms of decision making? 

What exactly is the job of people empowered to decide on the defendant’s innocence or guilt? What skills does this job demand? What challenges are posed in making 
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these types of decisions? Is it possible to ensure fairness in this decision-making process? How? 

Lesson Two 
• Screening of Twelve Angry Men 
• Post-screening discussion in small groups 

Each group should consider the following, and prepare to report to the whole group on its conclusions. 

In Twelve Angry Men, the jury rendered a verdict of “not guilty.” We know this does not assure that the defendant did not commit the crime with which he was charged. However, the jurors were ultimately unanimous that reasonable doubt prevented them from convicting the defendant. 

What is reasonable doubt? Why is the standard of reasonable doubt so central to the decision-making process in a murder case? What would be the consequences if this standard of reasonable doubt were removed? 
Lesson Three 
• An examination of the influences on a jury 

Divide the class into three groups. Assign each group one of the following tasks. At the end of a preparation period, each of the groups is to lead the entire class in a whole-group discussion on its assigned topic. 
GROUP 1 – Jury Demographics 

Looking at the jury depicted in Twelve Angry Men, a typical American might reaction to the lack of diversity represented. Despite the lack of diversity in race and gender, there were other types of diversity. Describe this. 

Though there was diversity of experience and thought, is that sufficient? If not, why not? What is meant by the phrase “a jury of one’s peers”? Why is a jury of one’s peers crucial to a fair trial? How can such diversity best be achieved? What might a genuine jury of one’s peers look like in a Russian courtroom? On what do you base the composition of this hypothetical jury? 

In the film, how did juror’s backgrounds and prejudices influence the decision-making process? One juror in particular was heard making references to “these people” and many similar comments. How does such behavior contradict the instructions given to a jury by the judge? 

Finally, how do you believe the either the process or the outcome might have been different had there been women as jurors in Twelve Angry Men? Does research on male and female participation on juries support your suppositions? Where might you find this information? 
GROUP 2 – Group Process 

In the film, the jury went through a remarkable transformation. Initially, eleven out of twelve jurors immediately proclaimed the defendant’s guilt. By film’s end, there was an acquittal by (required) unanimous vote. What factors influence the group decision-making process? 

Several jurors at times seemed to feel pressured by others to change their votes. Other jurors were responsible for applying such pressure. Can fairness be maintained in the face of such pressure? If not, what can be done to ensure fairness? 

In murder cases, a unanimous verdict is required. What methods did different jurors use to try to reach a unanimous verdict? What are some examples of different approaches used by the various jurors to try to get others to see – and accept – their point of view? Is there a difference between unanimity and consensus? How would you explain that difference? Why do murder cases generally require a unanimous decision? 

At one point in the film, when the vote was evenly split, there was talk of a hung jury. They considered sending the case back to the judge because they were at an impasse. What constructive measures can be taken to move a group forward when it appears to be stuck? 

What is the role of the jury foreman? Evaluate the performance of the foreman in Twelve Angry Men. What suggestions would you have for performing his duties more effectively? 

Finally, it may be jarring for a modern viewer to witness one juror reading a newspaper. Jurors are often prevented from reading the newspaper or watching television news. What is the reason for this? Why are juries sequestered? What might happen if these rules were relaxed? 
GROUP 3 – The Purpose of Sentencing 

Verdicts in a court case can have several effects; they may serve as punishment, rehabilitation, or a deterrent to future crime. How was this issue addressed in Twelve Angry Men? Give examples from the comments of different jurors to support your position. 

What do you think is the major goal of sentencing, to punish, rehabilitate, or deter crime? Why? Can two of these goals be served simultaneously? How? 

Certain countries – the United States among them – have very high rates of incarceration (both relative to other countries and relative to their own rates in previous decades). What are the effects of this on society – both positive and negative? While most agree that dangerous criminals should be locked away to protect society, can most of those currently incarcerated be reasonably considered dangerous? If not, why are they in prison? In Russia, does most sentencing better serve the purpose of punishment, rehabilitation, or deterrence? On what do you base your response? 
Lesson Four 
Choosing a recent criminal case from the news that has not yet been tried or choose a court case in the news, follow it as the case progresses, and report on the case’s progress at a forum in your class Assign the following roles: defendant, defense and prosecuting attorneys, judge, jurors, witnesses, courtroom observers, reporters. 

Write a summary of the trial based on your perspective from your assigned role. Include the following in your report: 

In what ways did this jury behave differently from the one in the film? 

What did you learn about the jury process from studying the trial? 

Why do you believe citizen participation in the trial process is important? 
Lesson Five 
• Culminating activity – Whole-group discussion 

Reflecting on the activities of Lessons One through Four, what are the most important concepts you have learned? What questions remain? What suggestions do you have for reform of the educational system in order to better equip juries to render fair verdicts? What barriers exist to participations of Russians in processes designed to bolster the rule of law? How can such barriers be broken down? If this unit were to be taught to other groups, how could it be done more effectively in the future? 
Follow-up activities 
• Visit a courtroom trial to learn how juries work in your community 

Essay Questions Assessment:

1. Is it easy to make a person change his opinion? 

2. What arguments can be used to influence somebody’s decision? 

3. Do you agree that the jury is isolated from everybody while considering the verdict? Prove your answer. 

4. Would you like to be a juror? Prove your answer. Give not less three reasons. 

5. What individual rights are realized when the defendant chose the trial by jury? 

6. What do you think if death sentence should be used as a punishment nowadays? 

Discussion Questions After

If the one juror had not spoken up and if he had gone along with the other jurors, the young defendant would have been convicted based on one juror's prejudice, another juror's desire to end the deliberations in time for a baseball game, yet another juror's anger at his son, and the failure of the jury to really consider the facts. Would that have been right? 

 After watching this movie, do you agree that verdicts in criminal trials should be unanimous? 

 In this film the dissenting juror did something that is forbidden. What was it? 

What would have happened to the rights of this young man if "due process of law" had not been applied by the jury in the jury deliberations? 

What is "due process of law" and why is it important? 

What a Character Activity
Divide students into small groups. Assign each group one of the characters. Have the group analyze their character. Each person in the group will complete one of the following activities. 
 1. Write a profile of the character, describing his personality, appearance, and motivations.

 2. Conduct an “interview” with the character, with one group member role playing the character and the other role playing a newspaper reporter covering the trial. 

3.  Write a letter from the character to his long-time best friend describing the trial and his perspective on what happened 

4. Fill out an order for what you think your character would have requested for dinner if the deliberations had continued and food had been ordered. Explain your choice. 
5. Discuss the events that took place during the summer of 1956—the same time in which the play takes place. Some events include: 

 Sinking of the Andrea Doria

 4-week old baby kidnapped from the patio of a Long Island family 

 The Detroit Tigers and Briggs Stadium are sold for a record $5.5 million 

 The “Suez crisis” occurred
 The U.S. motto “In God We Trust” was adopted
Additional Assessment Option:

Tell students that they are reporters for a day and will be reporting on the trial in “Twelve Angry Men” and the events listed above. Have them write articles for a mock newspaper. Each article should be no more than 300 words. Every story in a newspaper or magazine has a lead. The lead must grab the reader’s attention and give them a reason to keep reading. Encourage students to use a pyramid style of writing. 

Assign stories. Article assignments might include: 

 Sinking of the Andrea Doria 

 Sidebar on other fatal shipwrecks (be sure to include only those that occur before 1956) 

 Profile of the defendant in the trial

 News accounts of the trial 

 Result of the White Sox baseball game 

 Interview with a juror 

 Weather report (should be consistent with the weather reported in the script) 
Have each student create their part and then work as a class to put the entire newspaper together as one project

Quizlet

1. Reginald Rose wrote “Twelve Angry Men” after what event? He was part of a jury for a

manslaughter trial in  New York. 
The outline of the play actually took longer to do than the script itself.

2. Four elements of the jury experience were documented in the play.

a) the evidence as remembered and interpreted by each individual juror

b) the relationship of juror-to-juror in a life and death situation

c) the emotional pattern of each individual juror

d) the physical environment of the jury room, the weather, etc.

3. The play itself when presented on television was less than 50 minutes in length whereas

the motion picture release was approximately twice as long as the TV show.

4. The set used, in order to be realistic had to be small and cramped

5. There are twelve jurors in the play. Only one juror is not referred to by a number. This juror is

referred to instead as the foreman.
7. One juror says: “That’s old enough. He knifed his own father. Four inches into the chest. An

innocent little nineteen-year-old kid.

8. The initial vote for guilt is 11:1

9. Juror number 8 takes the initiative and buys a switch-knife around the corner

from the boy’s host. It cost him $2.00

10. In the final moments of Act 1, 11 jurors vote on whether or not the accused is

guilty.



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	DVD - 12 Angry Men; script of play version (optional)


At the end of the unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________

REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
