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	OVERVIEW : During the course of this unit of social studies, students will learn about the diversity of countries, peoples and geography that exist on the continent of Africa.  Students will also address many of the pressing issues confronting continental Africa, among them the growing desertification and the scarcity of clean water. Students will examine these issues within the context of Africa’s economic development and the impact they have upon Africans. Students will also construct a pictorial and a cultural map of the African continent. Some concepts studied in the science unit (such as the concept of biomes and ecosystems) will be integrated with this unit.


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	5.2.2 Knows the location of major cities and countries in the world.
5.3.1 Knows how the characteristics of places are shaped by physical and human processes (e.g., effects of agriculture on changing land use and vegetation; effects of settlement on the building of roads; relationship of population distribution to land forms, climate, vegetation, or resources).

5.4.2 Knows the characteristics of a variety of regions (land form, climate, vegetation, shopping, housing, manufacturing, religion, language).
5.5.1 Knows the similarities and differences in characteristics of culture in different regions (e.g., in terms of environment and resources, technology, food, shelter, social organization, beliefs and customs, schooling, what girls and boys are allowed to do).
5.5.2 Understands how different people living in the same region maintain different ways of life (e.g., differences among Sikhs, Hindus, and Muslims living in India today)

5.4.5 Knows reasons for similarities and differences in the population size and density of different regions (e.g., length of settlement, environment and resources, cultural traditions, historic events, accessibility)

5.4.6 Knows the similarities and differences in characteristics of culture in different regions (e.g., in terms of environment and resources, technology, food, shelter, social organization, beliefs and customs, schooling, what girls and boys are allowed to do).

5.5.1 Knows the various ways in which people satisfy their basic needs and wants through the production of goods and services in different regions of the world (e.g., growing food and shopping for food in a developing vs. a developed society, economic activities in a rural region vs. those in an urban region in the same country).
5.6.1 Knows ways in which humans can change ecosystems (e.g., clearing forests, widening channels of waterways, draining wetlands, wetting or suppressing fires)

5.6.2 Knows the ways in which the physical environment is stressed by human activities (e.g., changes in climate, air pollution, water pollution, expanding human settlement)

5.6.4 Knows the relationship between population growth and resource use.

5.6.5 Knows the ways in which resources can be managed and why it is important to do so (e.g., soil conservation practices, recycling nonrenewable resources)

5.6.6 Knows how differences in perception affect people's interpretations of the world (e.g., how different groups of people perceive the same environment, or event; how children raised in different societies have different views regarding personal life, education, and aspirations).

5.9.2. Knows how various holidays and rituals reflect the shared values, principles, and beliefs of different societies in the world (e.g. Lantern Festival, Christmas, Independence Day; Birth Rituals; Death Rituals).

5.10.1. Knows the major ways that nations interact with each other such as trade, diplomacy, cultural contacts, treaties or agreements, and use of military force

5.10.2. Understands why it is important for nations to try to resolve problems peacefully (e.g. people’s standard of living will improve due to increased trade, people’s health will improve due to the exchange of medical and scientific knowledge).

Life Long Learning Standards
1. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.

2. Students communicate with clarity, purpose and understanding of audience in both Spanish and English.

3. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.

4. Students demonstrate empathy, respect and tolerance for others, understand, and appreciate the diversity and interdependence of all people and cultures.

5. Students demonstrate an understanding of and responsibility for global and environmental issues and act appropriately.

6. Students demonstrate a genuine interest for people’s rights and welfare, and show commitment to solving the problems in their community.

   

	Essential questions:

· What do we really know about Africa?
· What are the major challenges affecting this continent?
· Why is it important to study and learn about different cultures?
· Why is the question “where” in Africa important?
· Why is Africa called the “cradle of humanity”?

	Expected language:

savanna, rainy season, grassland, equator, Sahara Desert, Mount Kalimanjaro, Nile River, dialect, safari, wildlife, great apes, Victoria Falls, dunes, famine, drought, developing nation, epidemic, migration, extinction, forage, desertification, deforestation, refugee, landlocked, inland delta, barter, ethnocracy, watershed, apartheid, villagization, Quran, fertile, colonize, hunter-gatherer,  

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	· Student notebooks

· Informal observations

· Test and quizzes

· Oral Presentations

· Class discussions
· Class activities
· Group Work


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	Teacher will introduce the new topic: Africa. Teacher will hand out a KWL worksheet (Know, Want to know, Learned).  Teacher will ask students to take a few minutes and write on their worksheets what comes into their minds when they think of Africa. As a class, students will share their responses. Teacher will then point out the location of Africa in the world map, and compare it in size to Latin America. Teacher will then point out the environmental and cultural diversity of the African continent, as well as the fact that it is made up of 53 countries.  Teacher will initiate a class discussion about the different ethnic groups that make up Colombia. Teacher will then ask the class how much more diversity might exist on a continent the size of Africa. Students will have a few minutes to write in the “What they know”, “What they want to know”, and “What they have learned” section of their worksheets.
Students will be assigned an African country to research and present on. They will be asked to write the following information on each: political information (such as type of government), economic information (agriculture, industries, natural resources, GDP,..etc.), historical information, geographical information (climate, elevation, natural hazards,..etc.), and social information (such as language, religion, life expectancy,…etc.). Students will be asked to provide the teacher with a first draft of their African presentation research by February 20th.

Students will solve an African Animals Word Search.

Whole class will go to the library and start researching about their countries.
Student will fill out a Country Report Planner. Students will write and turn in a short, one-page preliminary report on their research. (For further research teacher will assign a slot of library time to come to the library with students). 

Students will fill out an African Countries and Capitals Crossword Puzzle.
Students will solve an African Countries worksheet in which they have to find African countries from a list.

Students will solve “Word Unscramble: African Animals” worksheet.

Selected students will be given time to work on their research in the library or classroom.
Teacher will hand out atlases. Students will locate African capitals and fill out an African Capitals Word Search. 

Students will fill out and color a map of African lakes, rivers, oceans, and seas. 
Students will read “African Elephants” essay, and they will then answer comprehension questions on it.

Students will present their research to the whole class. 
Students will locate 5 different African biomes on the world map. Students will fill out the first two parts of a KWL Savannah worksheet. Students will go to the library and research about the savannah biome. Students will then fill out the Savannah worksheet of five questions.Students will solve a Savannah vocabulary word search. Students will solve an African Animals Word Search.

NOTE: For all of class projects and presentations, students will be given one period of library time to do their respective research. If further research/time is necessary it should be done at home. 

For group projects, students will be assigned one group grade as well as an individual grade. 


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	· Social Studies notebook

· Atlas of World Geography

· Scholastic Student Desk Atlas

· Internet

· Encyclopedias
· Selected books from the library


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
