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	OVERVIEW: During this term we will study different aspects of the Chinese and South East Asian cultures. Some of these are: their history, their language and writing, their currency, their cooking and eating habits, their clothing and crafts, and their religious beliefs. Also we will study their music and dancing, as well as some of their main celebrations and festivals.



	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS AND BENCHMARKS
5.2.1 Knows the location of major continents, mountain ranges, and bodies of water on Earth. 

5.2.2 Knows the location of major cities and countries in the world.

5.2.3 Understands how changing transportation and communication technology have affected relationships between locations in the world (cities and countries).

LIFE LONG LEARNING STANDARDS
1. Students recognize, analyze and evaluate various forms of communication.

2. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.  



	Essential questions:
· How can geography shape human culture?

· Why is it important to appreciate our cultural heritage?

· How did money come to be an important part of most cultures?

· What are those traits that make this culture so different from ours?


	Expected language:

Bartering, currencies, tradesmen, boundaries, passport, nationality, visa, tribe, foreign exchange rate, head-dresses, national costume, weaving, pottery, beliefs, Christianity, Hinduism, Buddahism, Sikhism, family custumes, traditions, The Great Wall of China, the silk path, emperor, The Forbidden City, Samurais, Ninjas, warriors, terrace farming, rice paper, gunpowder. 

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 

	· Student notebooks

· Informal observations

· Test and quizzes

· Oral Presentations

· Class discussions

· Group Work



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

	· WEEK 1

What is culture?

     Social Studies made simple, p.13

· WEEK 2

Let’s Talk

Social Studies Made Simple, p. 13
· WEEK 3

Breakfast Time Around the World

Social Studies Made Simple, p.16

· WEEK 4

Environmentalist vs. Industry

Social Studies Made Simple, p. 50
· WEEK 5

Postmark Geography

Social Studies Made Simple p. 39

· WEEK 6

Languages of the World 

Let’s Talk

Social Studies Made Simple p. 13
· WEEK 7

Made Where
Social Studies Made Simple p. 54
· WEEK 8
Religious beliefs

· WEEK 9

Social organization
· WEEK 10

Traditions

· WEEK 11
Test

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	· Social Studies notebook

· Atlas of World Geography

· Social Studies Made Simple

· Scholastic Student Desk Atlas
· Class discussions

· Presentations

· Worksheets




At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.
