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	OVERVIEW: This is theme one of the Fifth grade book Story Town. The skills focused on this unit are Conflict and Resolution as part of the Plot, and Character’s Motives. In this unit students will read different text types and genre as realistic fiction, historical fiction, biographies, autobiographies, poetry, interviews, personal narratives, and magazine articles.

This unit has the following five lessons:
Lesson 1 includes the stories: Rope Burn (realistic fiction) and Three Houses for Everyone (magazine article) dealing with plot (conflict resolution), vocabulary and connections (Comparing text).

It has a writing activity dealing with personal narrative.
Lesson 2 includes the same elements listed above (plot, vocabulary and connections) and two reading selections: Line Drive (autobiography) and Ninth Inning (a piece of poetry).
Lesson 3 focuses on character’s motives. It has the following readings: Chang and The Bamboo Flute (historical fiction) and Evren Ozan, Musician (interview).
Lesson 4 continues working with character’s motives and includes the following stories: The Daring Nellie Bly: America’s Star Reporter (biography) and Nellie Bly´s Book: Around the World in Seventy-two Days (personal narrative).
Lesson 5 is a theme review. It has a readers´ theater called It takes Talent! (talent show). It also has the comprehension strategy: The Alligator Race (realistic fiction).

HIGHLIGHTS: 

Throughout this program students will work with the five essential components of reading namely vocabulary, phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, and comprehension. The program also stresses the writing process as a vehicle for developing writing skills, making use of the Six Traits.

Besides the Story Town Program, this year students will also work with two additional reading programs: Raz-Kids and Guided Reading. Raz-Kids is a self-paced program designed to reinforce reading at home. Something different this year is that Guided Reading Program will be conducted in the classrooms. Additionally, students will continue borrowing books from the library.
One goal that we have for this year is to improve our students writing skills. In order to achieve this, we are aiming for a weekly composition, in which we will emphasize one of the writing traits at a time. 


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	    Standards and Benchmarks:

1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development

Word Recognition
1.1 Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression. 

Vocabulary and Concept Development
1.4 Know abstract, derived roots and affixes from Greek and Latin and use this knowledge to analyze the meaning of complex words (e.g., controversial).


2.0 Reading Comprehension

Structural Features of Informational Materials
2.1 Understand how text features (e.g., format, graphics, sequence, diagrams, illustrations, charts, and maps) make information accessible and usable.
2.2 Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.3 Discern main ideas and concepts presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.
2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge. 

Expository Critique
2.5 Distinguish facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text. 

3.0. Literary Response and Analysis

Structural Features of Literature
3.1 Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction and explain the appropriateness of the literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose. 

Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
3.2 Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.
3.3 Contrast the actions, motives (e.g., loyalty, selfishness, conscientiousness), and appearances of characters in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the contrasts to the plot or theme.
3.4 Understand that theme refers to the meaning or moral of a selection and recognize themes (whether implied or stated directly) in sample works.
3.5 Describe the function and effect of common literary devices (e.g., imagery, metaphor, symbolism). 

Literary Criticism
3.7 Evaluate the author's use of various techniques (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book, logic and credibility of plots and settings, use of figurative language) to influence readers' perspectives. 
Writing

1.0 Writing Strategies

Organization and Focus
1.1 Create multiple-paragraph narrative compositions: 

a. Establish and develop a situation or plot. 

b. Describe the setting. 

c. Present an ending. 

Evaluation and Revision
1.6 Edit and revise manuscripts to improve the meaning and focus of writing by adding, deleting, consolidating, clarifying, and rearranging words and sentences. 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write narratives: 

a. Establish a plot, point of view, setting, and conflict. 

b. Show, rather than tell, the events of the story. 

2.2 Write responses to literature: 

a. Demonstrate an understanding of a literary work. 

b. Support judgments through references to the text and to prior knowledge. 

c. Develop interpretations that exhibit careful reading and understanding. 

Written and Oral English Language Conventions

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions

Sentence Structure
1.1 Identify and correctly use prepositional phrases, appositives, and independent and dependent clauses; use transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 

Punctuation
1.3 Use a colon to separate hours and minutes and to introduce a list; use quotation marks around the exact words of a speaker and titles of poems, songs, short stories, and so forth. 

Capitalization
1.4 Use correct capitalization. 

Spelling
1.5 Spell roots, suffixes, prefixes, contractions, and syllable constructions correctly. 

Listening and Speaking

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies

Comprehension
1.2 Interpret a speaker's verbal and nonverbal messages, purposes, and perspectives.
1.3 Make inferences or draw conclusions based on an oral report. 

Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication
1.4 Select a focus, organizational structure, and point of view for an oral presentation.
1.5 Clarify and support spoken ideas with evidence and examples.
1.6 Engage the audience with appropriate verbal cues, facial expressions, and gestures. 

2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.2 Deliver informative presentations about an important idea, issue, or event by the following means: 

a. Frame questions to direct the investigation. 

b. Establish a controlling idea or topic. 

c. Develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples, and explanations. 

2.3 Deliver oral responses to literature:

a. Summarize significant events and details. 

b. Articulate an understanding of several ideas or images communicated by the literary work. 

c. Use examples or textual evidence from the work to support conclusions. 

Life-long learning standards

Learning- to- learn skills

1. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.

2. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.

Expanding and integrating knowledge

1. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.

Communication skills

1. Students communicate with clarity, purpose and understanding of audience in both Spanish and English.
2. Students recognize, analyze and evaluate various forms of communication.
Thinking and reasoning skills

1. Students gather and use information effectively to gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information support inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.
Social and emotional development 

1. Students work with others in a variety of situations to set and achieve goals and establish productive relationships based on respect, tolerance and solidarity.

2. Students manage and evaluate their behavior as group members.



	Essential questions:

· Learn to learn, what is it?

· Grammar, does it really matter?

· How can words come to life?

· What is the purpose of writing process?

· How can reading improve your writing skills?

· Reading just for fun, does it have any value? 

· Good writers, are they born that way?


	Expected language:

Bandage, chest, drift, dull, dusk, stretch, flock, fond, measure, does, scrap, shift, smash, switch, swept, threat, timid, plaid, trust, twist, rustic, frantic, biscuit, absences, clasp, humiliation, expectations, fringes, hesitating sincere, coaxed, conflict, actions, resolution, adjectives (for character description paragraph), declarative, complete and interrogative sentences.



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	· Student notebooks

· Informal observations

· Test and quizzes from assessment books. 

· Weekly writing compositions

· Practice Book
· Grammar Practice Book
· Rubric
· Raz-kids
· Guided Reading


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	· Everyday students will answer the question of the day that is related to their personal experiences.

· Students will listen to and analyze a series of story fragments named “A Little Coaching”, “Babe Didrickson”, “The Deaf Musician”, Jules Vernes, Dava´s Talent.

· Students will identify plot events, conflict, characters motives, and resolution.

· Students will fill out the story map about a given assignment.

· Students will be introduced to the Robust Vocabulary.

· Students will interpret and apply key words in context.

· Students will recognize letter patterns in some words.

· Students will evaluate daily proof reading prompts.

· Students will create a series of character description paragraphs about friends, main characters of a story, people with talents or skills, and teachers..

· Students will identify story structure elements.

· Students will read the story “Rope Burn”.

· Students will categorize and complete declarative, imperative, exclamatory, and interrogative sentences, as well as interjections.

· Students will review, reinforce, and extend word meanings of the robust vocabulary.
· Students will read and compare the following pair of stories: Rope Burn and Tree Houses for everyone; “Line Drive” and “Ninth Inning”; “Chang and the Bamboo Flute” and “Evren Ozan, Musician”; “The Daring Nellie Bly: America´s Star Reporter” and “Around the world in seventy-two days”; “It Takes Talent!” and “The aligator´s Race”. 
· Students will write and revise a note that leads to a resolution.

· Students will organize and deliver an oral introduction about a new student.

· Students will differentiate the elements of a narrative text.

· Students will read texts in a variety of ways, namely, partner reading, choral reading, and echo reading.

· Students will recognize and analyze the setting in a story.

· Students will compare the types and purposes of media.

· Students will create a series of autobiographical compositions about challenges, embarrassing situations, and happy events.

· Students will read, analyze and compare the stories 

· Students will create a series of autobiographical narratives about families, special activities, good deeds, and watching a public performance they enjoyed, and courage.
· Students will break down simple and complete subjects and predicates in written sentences.

· Students will create a series of newspaper stories about current news, historic events, school events, interviews, and adventures. 

· Students will apply all the steps involved in the Writer’s Process.


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	· Teacher Edition Theme 1

· Student Book

· Practice Book

· Assessment Books 

· Student notebooks

· Rubrics

· Transparencies

· Overhead projector

· Catch a Wave




At the end of  unit:

ENGLISH UNIT PLAN   (PART TWO)

REFLECTION

CUBRIMIENTO CURRICULAR

Take into account 

	TEMA /ACTIVIDADES PLANEADA

Themes/Planned activities
	CUBRIMIENTO (%)

COVERAGE (%)
	COMENTARIOS

COMMENTS

	Lesson 1


	100%
	We did not have many problems with this lesson. Students did not have a lot of trouble understanding the main ideas of this reading.

We realized that our students are used to the program and its materials.  We are working with the Practice Book, the transparencies and the text book. As far as grammar is concerned, we are using photocopies of the Grammar Practice Book. 

 

	Lesson 2
	100 %
	As we did during the last years we involved our students with the baseball environment.

Mr. Cuenca and Mr. Carpenter helped us to teach our kids some of the main concepts of this game. Our students had the opportunity to know and play with some baseball bats, gloves and balls to understand and enjoy the reading.

This lesson also took more time than we had planned. 
The oral reports that they did during this first term took more time than we had planned.

We are going to the library once a week to work on different projects.  We are also spending one class doing the Raz-kids test each week.

We are also spending quite a bit of time working on writing projects that go way beyond the scope of the text book. The purpose in mind is to targeting those skills students are lacking (such as the six traits).

	Writing Activity
	100 %
	During this term students worked with the writing activities using the 6 traits of writing.


	Lesson  3
	50 %
	Our students really liked this reading. They are interested in the Chinese culture and the way how Chang solved his problem in the story. We have to finish this reading during the second term.



	Lesson 4
	We did not cover this lesson.
	We already planned it in the second unit plan.

	Lesson 5
	We did not cover this lesson.
	We already planned it in the second unit plan.


Ways to improve Units 1 and 2:

· It is important to have a grammar background because some of our students do not have enough information. It is important to have it in order to understand the activities they should do during this year.
· Add baseball general information and rules in the P.E. Class.

