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OVERVIEW: This unit focuses on understanding how the different regions in South America can be described with physical and human characteristics. Students will study regions in South America. During the 3 and 4 periods we will be working in a project where they will build a physical and a landform map. They will also learn important facts about each country, famous places and regions, fauna and flora, economy, first settlers, tribes and people nowadays, and touristic places. They will also study a little bit of the presidents and government of each country and aspects of each county culture.


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	
Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

	STANDARD 2 – Knows the location of places, geographic features, and patterns of the environment. 



	4.2.2 Understands the spatial organization of places through such concepts as location, distance, direction, scale, movement, and region. 

4.2.3 Knows the location and main physical and human characteristics of countries in Central, South and North America



	
	STANDARD 4 – Understands the concept of regions and how they can be described in terms of their physical and /or human characteristics. 



4.4.1 Knows areas that can be classified as region according to the physical criteria (e.g. landform regions, water basins, vegetation regions, climate regions and human criteria (e.g., political regions, population regions, economic regions, language regions) 
	
	STANDARD 5 – Understands the patterns of economic interdependence and movement on Earth’s surface 



4.5.1 Knows the various ways in which people satisfy their basic needs and wants through the production of goods and services in different regions of the world (e.g., growing food and shopping for food in a developing vs. a developed society, economic activities in a rural region vs. those in an urban region) 

	STANDARD 6 – Understands human-environment interactions and global development. 



	4.6.1 Knows plants and animals associated with various vegetation and climatic regions on Earth (e.g., the kinds of plants and animals found in a tropical rain forest, animals and trees that thrive in cities) 

4.6.3 Knows how communities benefit from the physical environment (e.g., people make their living by farming on fertile land, fishing in local water, working in mines; the community is a port located on a natural harbor, a tourist center located in a scenic or historic area, an industrial center with good access to natural resources)

UNDERSTANDS THE FUNCTIONS AND PURPOSE OF LEADERSHIP, AUTHORITY AND GOVERNMNENT

2.8.1 Knows posible consequences of the absence of government and rules and laws (e.g., the strong may take advantage of the weak, people may become disorderly or violent, people may feel insecure or be unable to plan for the future)

4.10.1. Knows that the world is divided up into many nations with each one having its own government, and knows that a nation consists of its territory, people, laws and government
















School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document

1. Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.
1. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.
1. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.
1. Students evaluate their own learning and personal growth based on reflection and self-correction   


	
Essential questions:

What are the continents physical features?
Why do human activities require movement?
What are some of the ways products and people travel along South America?
What kind of animals lives in the Andes?
What animals are endangered species?
What is the tropical rain forest in trouble?
How do geography, climate and natural resources affect the way people live and work?
How does where I live influence how I live?
What are the actual presidents in South America?
	Expected language:

1. Geography - study of land, plant, and animal life interaction.
2. Location - to find and show position of. Two ways to describe location: relative and
absolute. Relative location uses terms like near, close, north, south, etc. Absolute location
uses a grid, or degrees of latitude and longitude.
3. Physical features - landforms, bodies of water, climate, soil, plant and animal life, and
natural resources.
4. Human features - buildings, bridges, farms, roads, and people.
5. Movement - people do not occupy places evenly across the face of the earth. They move
from one location to another to interact, trade goods, and communicate with one another.
6. Region - an area with common features that set it apart from other areas.
7. Climate - the kind of weather a place has over a long period of time.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	
Teacher will assess:
Location and color of maps.
quizzes
vocabulary 
tests 
research 
project (South America)
Crosswords
Word searches

	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	
Students will draw and color the following maps:

*Political and Physical map of S. America. 
Students will investigate about Important facts (economy, politics, flora and fauna, touristic places, etc of S.A
Students will answer worksheets about regions in S.A
Students will draw the flags of each country
Students will answer crosswords and word searches


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	
White blank paper
Teacher overhead and student copies 
Globe
Markers, colored pencils, and crayons.
atlases.
Student copies of handouts 
shapes of continents
construction paper.
dictionnaires 
magazines, physical maps
Index cards
Glue sticks.
Encyclopedias
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