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	OVERVIEW : Students will continue working on theme 1- lessons 3, 4, and 5. The skills focused in these lessons are: Identify complete and simple subjects and predicates, compound subjects and predicates, and review questions, commands and exclamations. They will also use different strategies such as: locate information, identify characters and settings, use prior knowledge and use graphic organizer, for understanding written stories. Besides, Students will read different text types and genre as biographies, poetry, newsletter, realistic fiction, and nonfiction stories. They will develop a variety of writing strategies focus on the organization and ideas traits, which will be reflected in their different forms of writing (Biographies and paragraphs of information) emphasized on these lessons.

This unit include the following lessons:

Lesson 3
This lesson is Focused on vowel digraphs, complete and simple subjects and predicates, Locate information and use prior knowledge, and the Organization Trait. The following readings are included in this lesson “Schools Around the World” (Expository nonfiction); and “Keys to the universe” (poetry).

Lesson 4
This lesson includes the following stories “Ellen Ochoa, Astronaut” (Biography), and “ What’s in the News” (newsletter). It is focused in locate information and activating prior knowledge as reading strategies. The writing form is Biography and the trait is organization.

Lesson 5
This lesson reviews the traits Ideas and organization. The readings included are “The school News” (News script) and “I live in a town” (nonfiction). In reading comprehension reviews characters and settings, graphic organizers, as well as the use of prior knowledge.

Highlights:
The whole program include five essential components of reading : vocabulary, phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, and comprehension. The program also stresses the writing process and the use of the six traits as a core ingredient

	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks : 

Writing:
Students write clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs that develop a central idea. Their writing shows they consider the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, editing and publish).
1.1 Create a single paragraph(biography)
a. Develop a topic sentence. 
b. Include simple supporting facts and details. 
1.4 Revise drafts to improve the coherence and logical progression of ideas by using an established rubric.

2.0 Writing Applications:
Students write compositions that describe and explain familiar objects, events, and experiences…


Conventions: 
Grammar
1.2 Identify subjects and verbs that are in agreement.
Spelling
1.8 Spell correctly one-syllable words that have blends, contractions, compounds, orthographic patterns (e.g., qu, consonant doubling, changing the ending of a word from -y to -ies when forming the plural), 
 1.9 Arrange words in alphabetic order.
Reading:
 
1.0  Writing Strategies:
Students understand the basic features of reading. They select letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics, syllabication, and word parts.
1.1 Know and use complex word families when reading (e.g., -ight) to decode unfamiliar words.
1.6 Use sentence and word context to find the meaning of unknown words.
1.7 Use a dictionary to learn the meaning and other features of unknown words.

2.0 Reading Comprehension: 
Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They draw upon a variety of comprehension strategies as needed (e.g., generating and responding to essential questions, making predictions, comparing information from several sources)…..
2.1 Use titles, tables of contents, chapter headings, glossaries, and indexes to locate information in text.
2.2 Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal information found in, and inferred from, the text.
2.6 Extract appropriate and significant information from the text, including problems and solutions.

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis
Students read and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children's literature. 
They distinguish between the structural features of the text and literary terms or elements (e.g., theme, plot, setting, characters). 
3.1 Distinguish common forms of literature (e.g., poetry, drama, fiction, nonfiction).
3.4 Determine the underlying theme or author's message in fiction and nonfiction text.
3.3 Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them.

Listening and Speaking
1.2 Connect and relate prior experiences, insights, and ideas to those of a speaker.
1.4 Identify the musical elements of literary language (e.g., rhymes, repeated sounds, instances of onomatopoeia).
1.7 Use clear and specific vocabulary.


Speaking
Students deliver brief recitations and oral presentations about familiar experiences or interests that are organized around a coherent thesis statement.
2.2 Plan and present dramatic interpretations of experiences, stories, poems, or plays with clear diction, pitch, tempo, and tone.


School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document
1. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.
2. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.
Communication skills

3. Students communicate with clarity, purpose and understanding of audience in both Spanish and English.
4. Students develop an appreciation and knowledge of art and express themselves through artistic activities.


    
    

	Essential questions:
What do you remember from your first day at school?
What surprised you about school?
What is the most important of being at school?
What kind of school is ideal?
What kinds of jobs are interesting?
What kind of adventures is interesting?
What does it mean to work as a team?
What have you learned out of the school?
What kind of things do you like to do after school?


	Expected language:
” First…. Then… After... At the end...”
CVC patterns
Characters and settings
Graphic organizers
Six traits
Organization
Conventions
Word choice
Proper – boarding – chores – certain – resources – culture – tutor – uniforms – literacy – diverse- complete and simple subjects- predicates –biography – persevere – confidence – talented – apply – research – invention – hinder – disappointed – ambitious – attain – viewers – survive – camouflage – concealed- independent – donated – media – feature – image – popular.



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
List performance tasks or project, quizzes, graded assignments, prompts, etc. Include the rubrics you use to evaluate the performance tasks.  

	· Class observation (students oral responses)  Scoring rubrics
· Monitor progress observation Check list Guided Reading
· Pre-test and posttest activities (spelling and Robust Vocabulary  words)
· Draw and fill chart with characters and settings
· Practice book 
· Quizzes (review words in context)
· Monitor progress quizzes Raz kids (On line)
· Graphic organizers
· Story maps
· Writing prompts (scoring rubrics for writing T.G. R4-5-7-8)
· Journals
· Final project Presentation (Video) The School News”



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES

	
· Students will answer the question of the day, which are related to their own and personal experiences.
· Students will listen and read the stories to locate information from the readings “ Schools around the world “and the paired selection  “ keys to The Universe”
·  Students will identify complete and simple subjects and predicates.
· Students will recognize long vowel digraphs.
· Students will build robust vocabulary in each lesson.
· Students will recognize letter patterns in some words.
· Students will evaluate daily proofreading.
· Students will complete the exercises suggested in the grammar and practice books.
· Students will recognize plural words.
· Students will identify parts of a book.
· Students will use a table of contents to find information.
· Students locate information from the paired selections “Ellen Ochoa, Astronaut”(Biography)  and “What is in the news” (newsletter).
· Students will write a paragraph (Biography) about a famous character.
· Students will identify short vowels.
· Students will identify characters and settings in a story.
· Students will listen and respond to poetry.
· Students will use context clues to build robust vocabulary.
· Students will develop fluency by reading aloud.
· Students will set a purpose for reading
· Students will use statements correctly in speech and writing.
· Students will use declarative, interrogative, imperative and exclamatory sentences.
· To organize words in alphabetical order.
· Students will follow the general conventions of capitalization, punctuation, and page format.
· Students will use graphic organizers and prior knowledge to monitor comprehension.
· Students will use dictionaries to learn about features of words.
· Theme final Project: Reader´s Theater Perform “ The School News”


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Students practice books
Teachers edition Theme 1
Online  resources Story Town resources (Power Point presentations, Vocabulary Booklets, activities, quizzes)
Story Town Think Central
Art materials
Poster board
CD Rom
Computer center
Listening center 
On line videos (Movie trailers)
Literacy Center Guided Reading
Smart boards
Software Easiteach
Raz Kids Program 
Computer Lab (WIKI)




At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE:

Only the 75% of the planned activities were covered. The time suggested for the book in the different activities is very short. Students usually take longer to develop any of the activities planned. That is why the time programmed for each lesson depends on how long does it take for students to understand the instructions. It is necessary to use many of the other resources suggested by the series to complement and reinforce the topics proposed by the book. 
Besides, the English program needs to be aligned with the Raz kids and Guided Reading program   which must be done twice a week as minimum.
Students need to work hard on their writing and oral skills. The writing basis are weak, and they need to get used to speak in English at all times (avoid Spanglish).
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