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	OVERVIEW : 
All living things can be classified as living, nonliving, or once living.  Living things such as animals and plants have characteristics that help us group them. Animals and plants produce offspring similar to themselves. Children explore how plants and animals are found everywhere in the world, and that these organisms require certain resources for survival. They learn to identify particular plant parts, such as the leaf, stem, root, and flower. Children also learn to differentiate animals according to movement, body covering, habitat, and mouth parts.  

Living things have adaptations that help them live in certain environments.  The living things within an environment are interdependent. 


	STAGE 1 – IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Standards and Benchmarks: 

Standard 4 – Understands the life cycles` of organisms, reproduction, and heredity

1.4.1 Knows that plants and animals closely resemble their parents

1.4.2 Knows that differences exist among individuals of the same kind plant or animal

Standard 5 – Understands the structure and function of cells and organisms

1.5.1 Knows that some animals and plants are alike in the way they look and in the things they do, and others are very different from one another.

1.5.2 Knows that plants and animals need certain resources for energy and growth

Standard 6 – Understands relationships among organisms and their environments/ populations and ecosystems

1.6.1 Knows that plants and animals need certain resources for energy and growth

1.6.2 Knows that living things are found almost everywhere in the world and that distinct environments support the life of different types of plants and animals

1.6.3 Knows that different plants and animals have external features that help them survive in different places

1.6.4 Knows that animals eat plants and other animals for food and may also use plants for shelter or nesting

1.6.5 Knows that some animals and plants are alike in the way they look and the things they do, and others are very different from one another

1.6.6 Knows simple ways living things can be grouped

Standard 11 – Understands the nature of scientific knowledge (understandings about scientific inquiry)

11.2 Scientists use different types of investigations depending on the questions they are trying to answer

11.3 Simple instruments provide more information than scientists obtain from only using their senses

School-Wide Goals (Life-long learning standards)See Appendix C in Guidelines Document

Learning- to- learn skills
1. Students demonstrate interest, autonomy, and commitment to creating quality work and striving for excellence.
2. Students use a variety of learning strategies, personal skills, and time management skills to enhance learning.
3. Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, and expand understanding.
4. Students evaluate their own learning and personal growth based on reflection and self-correction
Expanding and integrating knowledge
1. Students demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solving problems.
2. Demonstrate disciplinary knowledge and skills in the areas of mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts.
Communication skills
1. Students communicate with clarity, purpose and understanding of audience in both Spanish and English.
2. Students integrate the use of a variety of communication forms and use a wide range of communication skills.
Thinking and reasoning skills
1. Students utilize, evaluate, and refine the use of multiple strategies to solve a variety of type of problems.
2. Students generate new and creative ideas by taking considered risks in a variety of contexts
Social and emotional development 
1. Students work with others in a variety of situations to set and achieve goals and establish productive relationships based on respect, tolerance and solidarity.
2. Students manage and evaluate their behavior as group members.
3. Students manage disagreement and conflict in a peaceful and constructive manner and act in favor of well-being.
Personal and social responsibility
1. Students take responsibility for personal actions and act ethically (e.g. demonstrate honesty fairness, integrity).    

	Essential questions:
What are living and nonliving things?

What do animals need?

What is an environment?

How can we group animals?

How do animals grow and change?

What do plants need?

What are the parts of a plant?

How do plants grow and change?

How can we group plants?

What lives in a Forest?

What lives in a Desert?

What lives in an Ocean?

How do plants and animals need each other?


	Expected language:
Living, nonliving, gills, lungs, shelter, mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, insect, life cycle, cacoon, larva, pupa, environment, adaptation, camouflage, oxygen, pollen, food chain, habitat, fruits, forest, sunlight

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 

	Ongoing Assessment
Exploring 
Comparing
Measuring and recollecting Data
Classifying
Experimenting
Reviewing Assessment
Create a report about an animal or plant and share out to students and adults.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Consider the type of knowledge (declarative or procedural) and the thinking skills students will use.

	-Students categorize plants and animals 
-draw and label different plant parts (similarities)
-Bring a plant to school and draw different plants to highlight their difference
-Children will take a nature walk to observe animals and plants. 
-Plant seeds and observe how the seed grows into a plant (required to provide the seed with energy in order to grow)

-While observing a growing seed, students keep record of their hypothesis, predictions and observations.
-Use animal pictures to compare and contrast animals and plants
-Children discuss the ways animals can move and the body parts they use to do so.
-Students will play matching game, using key vocabulary with pictures
-Body covering matching game, children will match the animals with their corresponding cover.
-Grouping animals according to their eating habits (teeth).
-Do an experiment with crackers to determine what kind of eaters humans are (based on our teeth impressions)


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

	Flash cards
Field trip
Plants
Scissors
Craft sticks
Colors
Magazines
Seeds
Soil
Buckets
Shovels
Paper bags
Poster Book
Videos


At the end of  unit:

CURRICULUM COVERAGE: Percentage of planned curriculum that was taught and assessed ___________
REFLECTIONS: Teachers reflections on ways in which the unit might be improved, polished or enhanced. Student perspectives might be included.

