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Course Description

Living in a world of global economy and interdependence, it becomes essential to develop openness and understanding of other cultures. Through a study of the main events in the history of the United States, students will be lead to understand the development of this nation, making connections between the past and the present and between the American culture, and their own culture. 

The main emphasis will always be placed on analyzing cause and effect relationships in social, political, economic and religious facts that shaped the history of the United States and their impact on the rest of the world. A second emphasis will be made on the contributions made by the American people in the areas of democracy, culture, science and technology. 

Intensity: 4 weekly hours 

	CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS applicable to all units



1. Demonstrates analytical ability and understanding of subject-based content included in readings, videos, news programs, etc.

2. Compares and contrasts the credibility of differing accounts of the same event. 

3. Makes basic distinctions between information that is based on fact and information that is based on opinion 

4. Identifies or seeks out the critical assumptions behind a line of reasoning and uses that to judge the validity of an argument 

5. Understands and applies the basic principles of analyzing and/or presenting an argument 

6. Formulates questions about political, economic, social and cultural events

7. Locates, selects, organizes, saves, and presents information and uses it to answer his/her own research questions

8. Uses various forms of expression to communicate research results

9. Understands complex relations between historical events, their causes and consequences, and their implications for the parties involved.

Content Outline

TERM 1

Unit 1: Origins and Foundations of a Nation 

· Basic geography 

· Explorations: ideas, religious, political and economical facts in Europe 

· Colonial America: a Parallel with Spanish colonization 

· Road to Revolution: Ideological, economic and political causes 

· The American Revolution
· The Constitution and the Bill of Rights: Democratic values, religious and political ideals 

· Growth and Expansion, War of 1812 

· The war with Mexico 

· Slavery and Abolition 

· The Civil War and Reconstruction 

	HISTORic and cultural analysis  

Standards related to this unit:


Standard10.1  Understands the origins and foundations of the American Nation 

The student…
10.1.1 Understands  the interactions between English settlers and Native Americans in the new colonies

10.1.2 Understands the events that culminated in the English victory over the French in the Seven Years War, and why the war, its consequences, and outcomes were significant 

10.1.3 Understands the influence of Enlightenment ideas on American society 

10.1.4 Understands the development of colonial governments 

10.1.5 Understands the causes of the Revolutionary War and why the colonists were able to gain independence

10.1.6 Understands the impact of the American Revolution on politics, economy, and society

10.1.7 Understands the major political and economic issues in the thirteen colonies after their independence from England 

10.1.8 Understands the significance of the Bill of Rights and its specific guarantees 

10.1.9   Understands  the major ideas in the Declaration of Independence

10.1.10 Understands the rise of the first political parties

10.1.11 Understands the factors that led to U.S. territorial expansion 

10.1.12 Understands the origins of Manifest Destiny and its influence on the westward expansion of the  United States

10.1.13 Understands events that led to the Mexican-American war

10.1.14 Understands the causes, course, characteristics, and consequences of the Civil War

Understands the economic, social, and cultural differences between the North and South including the issue of slavery
TERM 2

Unit 2: Reform, Expansion and War 

· The New Immigrants: Prejudice and Discrimination 

· Industrial Revolution

· Rise of Big Business

· Progressive Movement

· US Imperialism in Pacific: Latin America

· Teddy Roosevelt and Big Stick Policy

	HISTORic and cultural analysis  

Standards related to this unit. 


Standard 10.2  Understands major movements of reform and expansion in America through the early 20th century: 

The student: 

10.2.1 Understands the development of business in the late 19th century and the expansionist foreign policy

10.2.2 Understands issues associated with urban growth in the late 19th century 

10.2.3 Understands influences on business and industry in the 19th century 

10.2.4 Understands patterns of immigrant life after 1870 

10.2.5 Understands the background, diversity, and experiences of immigrants of the late 19th century 

10.2.6 Understands the causes and consequences of the Spanish-American War 

10.2.7 Understands the spread of Progressive ideas and the successes of the Progressive movement 

10.2.8 Understands the efforts to achieve women's suffrage in the early twentieth century

10.2.9 Understands different types of U.S. diplomacy in the early 20th 

TERM 3

Unit 3: Modern America

· Industrialization and economic expansion during the 1920’s 

· The Great Depression 

· FDR and the New Deal 

· The US in World War I and II 

	HISTORic and cultural analysis  

Standards related to this unit. 


Standard 10.3 Understands major developments in America (1920’s – 1960’s)

The student ...

10.3.1 Understands the development of World War I 

10.3.2 Understands the United States' intervention, involvement, and impact in World War I 

10.3.3 Understands efforts to restrict immigrants and diverse groups of people in the post-WW I era 

10.3.4 Understands how women's lives changed after World War I 

10.3.5 Understands the rise of a mass culture in the 1920s

10.3.6 Understands aspects of Prohibition

10.3.7 Understands economic aspects of the Great Depression 

10.3.8 Understands the changing role of the US in the world affairs through WWII

10.3.9 Understands events leading to U.S. involvement in World War II and international relations

10.3.10 Understands events on the U.S. home front during World War II and how the war influenced American society

10.3.11 Understands the economic boom and social transformation of post-World  War II United States
TERM 4

Unit 4: Contemporary United States (1968 to the present) 

· The Cold War Era

· New Challenges: The War on Terrorism
· The Lately Wars
· US foreign policy
· US culture and influence on the world
	HISTORic and cultural analysis  

Standards related to this unit 


Standard 10.4 Understands major developments in contemporary United States and its impact in the world (1960s to the present) 

10.4.1 Understands significant influences and factors related to the civil rights movement

10.4.2 Understands the origins and major events of the Cold War, the advent of nuclear politics, and the factors that contributed to its development (Cold War)

10.4.3 Understands how the Cold War and conflicts in Korea and Vietnam influenced domestic and international politics
10.4.4 Understands major developments in foreign policy and domestic politics between the Nixon and Clinton presidencies
10.4.5 Understands the causes of terrorism and its influence on recent US. foreign and domestic policy 

10.4.6 Understands the impact of the September 11, 2001 attacks and the G. W. Bush administration’s policies regarding national security and the Middle East, war in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

10.4.7 Understands economic, social, and cultural developments in the contemporary United States
10.4.8 Understands the effects that significant American political developments have on other nations (e.g., immigration policies; opposition to communism; promotion of human rights; foreign trade; economic, military, and humanitarian aid)
10.4.9 Knows some of the principal economic, technological, and cultural effects the United States has had on the world and Colombia (assembly line manufacturing, research and development in computer technology, popular music, fashion, film, television, etc.)
10.4.10 Understands the basic values, beliefs and principles of the US democratic system
Textbook: McGraw Hill The American Journey, 2007 

Changes with respect to previous version:

The number standards and benchmarks was reduced to a viable number.

